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INDIAN LAW RESOURCE CENTER

CENTRO DE, RECURSOS: JURIDICOS: PARA ‘LOS PUEBLOS INDIGENAS

\Zovcmber 29 2002

- Helen Hankins, Field Mamge.r

Bureau of Land Management

Elko Field Office .- - 1
3900 Fast ldaho Street ~ = BRI
l:lko NV 89801 ' TaEL e

Via. fax: (775-) 753‘02’5_5 Pl

Dear Ms JlanJcmS'

We are writing to rcspond 10, your Iulwr of Novemher 21, 2002 You ‘

note therein that the Danns’ mformed your office by letter of June 5, 2002 that - -
' ».)ecausc of their concern [or the range and resource management, they were
‘taking steps to round up and remove a.number of horses in the so-called -

Buckhom Allotmcnt thh the intention of Ieavmg an optimum number of 100

‘ :horses on the range. As you also'noted, the Danns madc it. clcar that this -
" roundup.and removal was being undcnakcn ina manner WIthout nsk of harm to
;" the ammals and as the tempcrature pcrmn:ted L R Jt R

‘ o your lettcr you aqk for confi rmatwn of thc Damls contmucd intent m
o removc thc. ammni:.. As'you know, the Danns did remove a large number of
* horses last simmer.. Please be’ mfomu.d that it is and has been their intent o
.- roundup and remove addmonal hotses for salc in acwrdtmoc with the terms o
_outlined abovu However, it should not surprise you (0. I¢ar that the BLM '

entorcement achon on Scptcmbcr 23, 2002 — the' seizuve and sak: oluver 200

. head of the Danns" cattlc- ‘bas hmdcrcd the removal of addmonnl homcq Thc- o
- Danng WEIC, ['orc.ed to.bring thieir remaining livestock in c..uly, ﬁlhng holdmg

'- zm.m s;ln:lv‘immllanlx\w‘om Lo areas which, would otherwise have bien used to contain the hor\ce The: n.mm, e

are understapdably concerned that if those cattle are tumed back out, and the .
horses brought in, the cattle will be forcibly seized and auctinned in a repoal uf

. your earlier action. Of'course, as you know, this lwestockxs essential to the
. Danns’ economic. llvellhond whtch has alrcady béen acnously Jcopardnzed by
- the Ssplcmbu 23“’rmd o . .

" We note also that ynur mm\ rcucnt w.uun of sundmg a hdu.opter out to.
“(as.you have said)."account for" the remaining horses has.put undue and. .
‘unnecessary stress on the Dann family as they prepared for the comlng holiday.

* " It has also scared the horses away from good range areas to those areas the BI. M
©claims are. pvor, ‘The Danns ask that the BLM notify them in, ‘advance of any :

further such action(s), and that you inform-your: pnlms o use caution and flyat

- appropriate distances 30 as not to worscn the situation.

=y



The Danns will and are making Dlan‘; to round up ami sell addltloml horscs They are
anxious to'protect the runge and stream conditipns, But thcy need the wopcratmn of your
' ottu.e ta ensurc that thase eﬂorts will b&. f'rultful s

o

Your leth references data collc«.ta.d in Brock zmd (.ottonwood Lanyons Wc rcqucst i

* copies ol that.data and any other dala collected in other arcas to reflect n comparison of -
conditions.. 1n your lettet you alsa state’ that streams: and springs are in-"non-| functmnmg

condition: . Plcasc describe what you mean by "non-luncﬂomng" As you know, the Danns are

- extremely. \.oncerned ahout- the du-watcrmg processes’ employed by mininig operations in this
area. As far as conditions for livestock, the evidence that the. Danns have seen trom the',
livestock alrgady brought in, nntably the cattlé suctioned through your officg on Or.lobcr 4
2002, is that the livestock are in prime shape — hardly consisfent with & dict of "dirt and weeds
hnally, if the BT.M has’ other information about range conditions, that would be useful.to the .

)

Danpns in making nianagement decisions in this and other arcas; pk)asc share, thnt mtorm.mon p . -

with us so! thal the removal.can be performed:-in the most cxpcdatmus and fair mamncr as |
© possible.. The information should include any data collected on fencing, either by the BLM Of
private pnmes, 'uxd the sffects of thal tcncmg on range condmcms and hvestook movcmcnt

_ Fma]ly, your lcttcn <tatcs thnt the BLM remams 1nlcrcslcd m a rcsoluuon of the long-

_ standing disputes.regarding these lands." The Danins.would likenothing more than to see a fair
resolution of these issues and lo move . mward a cooperative relationship with the BLM.. The:
‘BLM could learn much frem the Danps, whose: Western Shoshone anceqtors 'have been the .

~carctokers of thcsc lands for hundreds of yéars, The Danns are also awarc that full rmolulmn o
of the issues.of concern.to them and to the BLM will require their cooperation and agreemcm i

" ’The Inter-American Lormmsswn on Human Rights has jssued its prehmmary reporl and thc
-final report is likely‘to be releasedsoon. Thcrctnre the Danns are prepaied tu ulgagc in:

~discussions with the BLM to rcsolvc murual concerns about grazing and rcwuru. managcment o .

I issues: (mu)udmg a proposal for a cooperatxvc manabcmcnl agrccmcnl)

: let.n thc BLM s staled mtcreut in resolvmg the confhd wnt.h lhu Darms we ask that
- your office support: the immediate commem.emcm of gnod faith negotiations to ldennfy and -

. recognize ndcqunte lands and resourccs for the cultural and economic prospenty of the chu.rn L

> Shuahonc Nation. We welcome the ' opportumty to mect with your office or other: mterested
.. federal offices to turther dmuss rca.sonable approachcs to the. commqncement of these
‘ _ncgouatwns E ) . Lo :

- Sinicérely,

chorah Schaaf
Lo Sécrefury of lméﬁbrl Gale Norten Asscmblymm Juhn C arpentcr
Senator. Harry Reid : .. Donna Bailcy, Eurcka Ct ounty
Senator Tobn Ensign - " John Hutchms, l:uzelc.a County

Congressiman Jim Gibbons© ~* . Steve Bmcq ‘Nevada Catticmen's Asqocuauon



