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Dear Mr. Farley:

You are right: "It’s the system", not physicians, that needs reform. Nevada physicians are
among the best educated, trained and caring professionals in the country, and provide their
patients with excellent medical care. But many physicians agree that it’s long past "the time
to face the medicine."

Despite some of the "straw men" that get worked into the debate about health care reform,
the School of Medicine believes that the need of society for universal access to quality
health care and the desire of most physicians to provide that care are fully compatible and
mutually beneficial.

In a recent AMA survey, the majority of those physicians responding supported many key
elements of President Clinton’s plan and believe his health care reform package will, for the
first time in our history, ensure access to quality health care for all Americans.

Specifically, physicians support:

1) A comprehensive benefits package

2) Health coverage for all citizens with no denial or loss of coverage for any
reason

3) Free access to and choice from among several health plans

4) Free choice of physician

S5) Employer mandate with limits on growth of health insurance premiums.

At the University of Nevada School of Medicine, we support these, and many other aspects
of the Clinton Plan, and understand that to accomplish meaningful reform there must be
fundamental changes in the way future physicians are selected, educated and trained.

As we celebrate our 25th Anniversary, we are proud of the progress we’ve made toward
fulfilling the original mission of the School to provide primary care physicians for Nevada.
To date 40% of our graduates have entered a primary care specialty - one of the highest
rates in the country. But we can do better!!

To this end we have embarked on an ambitious program of curriculum reform emphasizing
primary care in all of our programs so that by the year 2003 (ten short years), 55 to 60% of
our graduates (both here in Nevada and nationally) will be practicing primary care. This
will go a long way to insuring that "every pregnant woman (has) prenatal care, every child
(is) vaccinated and every sick person (gets) medicine when he or she needs it."
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But it must be understood that this significant shift of the proportion of physicians into
"primary care" will not diminish society’s future need for highly trained and skilled
specialists and subspecialists or the need to continue to advance the frontiers of medicine
through quality research. Additionally, we would oppose any arbitrary quotas which would
restrict future physician’s free choice to pursue, within reasonable limits, their chosen
specialty. We, too, want your "doctor(s) to be happy."

Sincerely,

Robert M. Daugherty,; Jr., M.D., Ph.D.
Dean




OK, doctors,
it’s time to face
the medicine

Look, ! know we've had our
differences. But can we apree
that doctors are not enthusiastic
about health care reform?

Certainly the doctors 've
discussed it with aren’t. Since it
began to look like President
Clinton actually might do
something on the issue, they've
talked about it whenever the
occasion arose. Sometimes, if
the occasion doesn’t arise,
they’ll jerk it, yawming and
rubbing its eyes, tajts feet. And
they’re not happy.

That concerns me. These

pleareall —they are
y: I bave doubts about ane
two — dedicated to their

tients, If they object to
Clinton's plan,_ | have to listen.
But when I listen, all I hear-
are compls )
. Theyrail against government
intecvention. They say they
won't be able to practice
medicine as they sbould, They
worty about what will happen to
patients.

But nobody has jumped up
and said, “Herc's what we
should do instead.™

don’t know enough about
their jobs 10 separatc truth from
hysteria. Change is rarely as bad
as those affected cxpect it to be.
But they insist that under
Cliaton’s plan, some people -«
won't get the care they peed.

On the other hand, a lot of
people don’ get the care they
aced now. And my impression
1S that many physicians ¢ither
don't know that or don"t
understand why iC's tru€,

There is some “Let "exn cat
cake” out there in Doctoriand. |
and I suspcet some "Let’em  °
starve” as well. EEEEE
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personally heard a physician say.
that she doesa’t sec why people
come {0 her if they can’t pay her
bill. My explanatiop— =
“Because tgcy’re sick™ —dida’t,
scem to placate her. 5

I think I've made progress.
For instance, I've rebutted the
charge that “the liberals™ .
rushed into health care reform, |
while Republicans would bave .
taken time tocome up witha ¢
better solution.

The Republicans, I try not to
scream, 100k 1 2 years and never,
cven acknowledged the ;
problem. Now, suddenly, they <
say they have a fix.,

ure they do. Sure they would
have if Clinton hadn’t put their :
buttson a brazier. Sure Santa -
will bring you a Lexus, too. "

It’s harder to win them over
on the mon¢tary issue,

I want my doctot to be happy,

rclaxed and well-nourished.
Frankly, though, I don't care if
hc has to spend Christmas in
Aspen instead of Gstaad.

Moreover, I'm not convinced
solutions to the medical crisis
have to come from medical
people. Medical people, plus the
egregious health insurance
companics, got us into this
mess. Should we trust them to
lcad usout? . 5

But maybe they can. So here'’s
the deal: If you’re a medical
person unhappy with the
Clinton plan, prescribe a better
one.

Be as general or asdctailedas, -

you like. I won't print your
name if you ask me not to, but |
do bave rules:

& No whining about your
overh
education. Nobody made you
go to medical school.

M Pay yourself decently.

§125,000 a yearin {993
moncy sounds adequate to me.
It’s five times the average
person’s income. If you think
youcan't live on it, maybc that'’s
part of the problem,

B Provide essential care for
essentially cverybody.

You can blow off heart
transplants for 83-ycar-old men
if you like. But every pregnant
woman should have prenatal
care, every child should be
vaccinated and every sick
person should get medicine
when he orshe needs it

& Pay for it all in some fairer
way than that which Clinton
proposes.

OK, Docs. Your move,

Cory Fartey Is a Gazerte-
Journal columnist. His column
appears Tuesdays. Fridays and
Sundays.
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