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January 24, 1994 

Cory Farley 
Reno Gazette-I ournal 
P.O. Box 22000 
Reno, NV 89520-2000 

Dear Mr. Farley: 

• UNIVERSITY 
OF NE.VADA 
SCHOOLOF ;MEDICINE Office of the Dean 

Savitt Medical Buildin g/33 2 
Reno, Nevada 89557-0046 

You are right: "It's the system", not physicians, that needs reform. Nevada physicians are 
among the best educated, trained and caring professionals in the country, and provide their 
patients with excellent medical care. But many physicians agree that it's long past "the time 
to face the medicine. " 

Despite some of the "straw men" that get worked into the debate about health care reform, 
the School of Medicine believes that the need of society for universal access to quality 
health care and the desire of most physicians to provide that care are fully compatible and 
mutually beneficial . 

In a recent AMA survey, the majority of those physicians responding supported many key 
elements of President Clinton's plan and believe his health care reform package will, for the 
first time in our history, ensure access to quality health care for all Americans. 
Specifically, physicians support: 

1) 
2) 

3) 
4) 
5) 

A comprehensive benefits package 
Health coverage for all citizens with no denial or loss of coverage for any 
reason 
Free access to and choice from among several health plans 
Free choice of physician 
Employer mandate with limits on growth of health insurance premiums. 

At the University of Nevada School of Medicine, we support these, and many other aspects 
· of the Clinton Plan, and understand that to accomplish meaningful reform there must be 
fundamental changes in the way future physicians are selected, educated and trained. 

As we celebrate our 25th Anniversary, we are proud of the progress we've made toward 
fulfilling the original mission of the School to provide primary care physicians for Nevada. 
To date 40% of our graduates have entered a primary care specialty - one of the highest 
rates in the country. But we can do better!! 

To this end we have embarked on an ambitious program of curriculum reform emphasizing 
primary care in all of our programs so that by the year 2003 (ten short years), 55 to 60% of 
our graduates (both here in Nevada and nationally) will be practicing primary care. This 
will go a long way to insuring that "every pregnant woman (has) prenatal care, every child 
(is) vaccinated and every sick person (gets) medicine when he or she needs it." 
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But it must be understood that this significant shift of the proportion of physicians into 
"primary care" will not diminish society's fut~r~ need _fo!_J1ig!tly trained and skilled 
specialists and subspecialists or the need to continue to advance the frontiers of medicine 
through quality research. Additionally, we would oppose any arbitrary quotas which would 
restrict future physician's free choice to pursue, within reasonable limits, their chosen 
specialty. We, too, want your "doctor(s) to be happy." 

Sincerely, 

,· 
~: 
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OK, doctors, 
it's time to face 
the medicine 

Look:, I Jc:now we've had our· 
• differences. But can we agree 
• 

• that doctor, are not enthusiastic 
• about health care reform? 
• Certainly the doctors r vc 
• discussed it with aren't Since it 
• bepn to look like President 

01nton actually might do 
• something on the wue, they've 
• talked about it whenever the 
• occasion arose. Sometimes. if 
• the occasion doesn't arise, 
• they'll jerk it, yawning and 
• rubblnt Its eyes. to its f~L And 
• they're not happy. 
• That concerns me.. These 

• y; I have doubts about one 
• cle are all-they are 

• two- dedicated to their 
• tients. If they object to 
• Ointon·splan, I havetolisten. 
• But when I listen. an I hear-
• a.re oompla.ints. 
• They rail against government 
• intervention. They say they 
• won•tbcableto practICC 
• medicine as they should. They 

wom' about what will happen to 
• their patients. 
• But nobody has jumped UJ) 
• and ~id, .. Herc •s what we 
• should do instead." • I don"t lc:nowenough about 
• their jobl to separate truth frorn 
• hysteria. Change is rarely as bad 
• as those affected ~pea it to be. 
• But they insist tbat under 

Oioton•s plu, some people ~ 
won't get tbc care they need. . . 

Ou the other band, a lot of 
• people don-i get th~ care tbf:Y 

need now. And my impression 
• is that many physicians either 

dou•t know that or don't 
understand why it's true. ,· ,;. 

There is some .. Let 'em cat 
cake" out there in Doctorfand. ,. 
and I suspca $0mc "Let "cm • 
Stuve., as well WM .. . . . . 

•--

14] 00310_0 ___ 3 __ 

' -asuim::: 1 hav~ 15 wm· , 

• personally heard a physician ss:y. 
-- • that she doesn't see wt?y people 

• come to her if they can't pay her 
• bill My aplanatioP - . ' 
• "Because they're siclc- -didn't, 
• sa:m to placate her. -
• I thinlc I've mad~ pr~ 
• For instance. x• vc rebutted the 
• charge that ""the liber.us.... : 
• rushed into health care rerorm, . 
• while ~ublican.s would have ; 
., taken time to come up with a ~ 
• better solution . 
• The Republicans, I try not to 

$Ct'Cam took 12 years and never . 
" even acknowledged the . 
• problem. Now, suddenly. they ~ 
• say ihey ha vc a .fix. -": 
• SUfC they do. Sure they. wou!,cf; 
• have if Ointon hadn't put tbcU" : 
• buns -on a brazier. Sure Santa 
• will bring you a 4Xus, too. ,,; 

: • ltrs harder to Wln them OVCT . 
1 

• on the: monetary issue. ·. · 
: • I want my doctor to be happy ... 1 

• relaxed and well-nourished. 
· • Frankly, thou~ I d~n ·1 ~ if 

• he ha$ to spend Christmas m 
· .. Aspen instead of Gstaad •. 
• Moreover,. rm no~ eonv!~ 
• solutions to the medical. crisis 

have to come from mcdtcal 
· • people. Medical people. plus tlx; 

• egrepollS health ~ura.ne;e 
1 

"' comt,anicS, got us mto this 
' • mess. Should we trust them to 
1 • lead us out? · · 
i • But ma:rt,e they can. So here's 
1 

• • thcdcal:Iryou·reamedical 
• )?Crson unhawy with the 

i • OlntoQ plan. prescnbc a better : 

, : ~ as general or 'lS detailed as: . 
1 

• you like. I won't print your 
• name if you ask me not to, but I 
• do have rules: . 
. • No whining a_bout your . -:· • 
• overbeadoryounnvestment 1n 

. • education. Nobody made you 
• go to medical schooL 
.. • Payyourselfdecentfy. 
• S 125,000 a yc~r i,i 1993 

money sounds adequate to me. 
• It's five times the average 
• person's income. If you think 
• you can't live on it, maybe that's 
• part of the problem. 

· • • Provide essential C3.I'C for ., 
· • essentially everybody. 
• You can blow off heart 

· • transplants for 83-yc::ar-<>ld men 
• if you like. But every pregnant 
• woman shoul<J have prenatal 
• cire, every child should be 
• vaccinated and every s!~ 

person shouJd get med tctne 
when hcorshc needs it. 

• Pay for it all in u,me fairer 
way than trust which Clinton 

• propcKe&.. 
, OKt Docs. You\' move. 
• Cory Farley Is a Gazette-

Joumal columnist. His colt.mn 
appears Tuesdays. Fridays and 
Sundays. 

:/ 
'; - . ·--
• j 

- · - - - -- - --·-- --- · ----- · -~ - --- -- -
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Lots 'of· heat, 
few answers on 'health care 

t 

' ~ • 
i t I • . . . : · - . ~-. • • • , . I 
1 ; The· opinions of one man . · , 

should not be taken as the .: , ·,•.! 11. • 1 

• opinions of a group, and I've t 
We have put our finger, as I I • had reasonable proposals from · , 

• · knew we would if I appealed to ' • physicians. Some even believe · · r, 
• those directly involved, on the t • Qmton's plan is ~ecessary. ' ·· · ;; 
• real probl~1?1 this nation faces i • As is usually thfie ~se, theh-=·"' ;i 
• with med1cme. ~ · • invective came rst 1n a.rus . "~ . i 
• It is that poorly informed t • The thou~tful letters are still ' · ·.-·t 
• people who happen to be ill I • trickling m. To give them more t ' 

· somehow think they have health ~ • time, I'll save those until I get r 
• care coming to them. : , • . .. back from vacation. For now, .. l 
• Do you see the simple genius· : i;. ;_ : here are some early quotes; .', • " 
• . ofit?Ifsickpeoplewhohaveno • ~t-:· -·Youcite$125,000asan :: ·\ : 
• · money and no insur8:nce would ! t • · adequate salary. Can you even : 
• · either get well on their o~ or • :;.·~· - imagine what it's like to lead a ' : 
• die without a lot of headline- · : . , · . ·- doctor's life on that sum? .. -· __ • 
• making fussi we neyer would · : \, : · ~-· ·-.. _ CaTS<?n C~ty physician ~, _-_ _ - · : 
• have ~oJteii mto thi~ ~ess. · · : . • , i • .• • , : •• · ,; _ •. _ . . . , 

• This 1s not the opm1on of all ·. · ' :-.--• · -It is apparent that you are · : ; 
• doctors. But it is the opinion of : resentful of most successfuJ.-~--.. ".'. J 

-. • a person whose last name is . ' : ·: people~::_ Anest?esi~logist ~ ' ;'..iJ J 
.. , • ·. Parker, first name un~own to • 

1 
, Now there's a surgical cut_t9 /J.-\ • 

' · ·: ·• mebecauseltoreuphisletter : \ • theheartofthematter. :i. ·1 ~ ··.•-7;:.,{l 
. • and threw it away ina s,nit. . : ! ., • :. . •.; -.· f .-·· -:· . · : :·~~. ~~ 

• This Parker-I don tknow1f • i ·,,•; .· YouobviOuslj,knOwnothing'' :I 
• he•s a physici~n, a relatiye or . : I =•, ··of the business of medicine;·. / ··: • 
• just a ~epubh~n-w~tes on ·:·: ~ i·: ,,.- __ · : .:::.._ Unsigried : ·..:L\· · ;,, ' .. :< . . _. · : : 

' · _ • expensiye stationery with a •. . · r ··. ~ 1~ . :'- True. That's\vhat I said. ·-.. · -r • 
, • _ tasteful mono~ah. t-~ut 40-. ':: i ~ _ ··• :_.::. Th~(s why I_.as)c·~~ r~~ _expert · ·. J i 

-. :::ie~f.f-~~:'-~: .. a \ ra~ ': ;,.~/ .; !: ·:. -· }>P!!t i~of~ ;~-t{~r.i} -, -•; ::.: . < ! . :•·· ~ i 
• On it, he claimed to have read . •. ;, . .. _ ~ Keep 1(up:·1t's good to see -~~e~·· : 
• last week's column asking · ~ : \ · • doctors get what we've been · _ . ,. , 

. : fil:l~~:?cf ;!i~l~t I. t .,:!f ~~~~~r.~ip~!i~~~Jy t 1, 
• ·· despise. He d1dn tread It ~-:· ~ f - • - . - v 

.. ,, .· •- carefully enough tC? learn to spe~ i .• • ·t {?· God help you ifyou :e~~i need .. · ·1 
,. ,:. t . • my name, but lie did lend _ · .;,,., ·: -.• _ medical care. -Unsigned. - · ··:- t 

• . credence tp one of my concerns, ~~ , _J: __ . : :· This was a.repeat~d theme, · l 
- · · : •· that "there is a lot 9f'Let 'e~ :-·. _: . ; · and I want to catch It early: My . · • t 
: ·:·_:·:. ·;·-.. _eat~.ke ~oµJth~re•~ - · , ~ .. : .. • .. __ fami!Y'.sl.!sec;la~<;>tofmed,ical · _ , •. 

· ·- ·· -- -:' .. .' .. ::··_:.-: , Ooctorlano." ·! - i. --': care1nthistown,andweve ·· : ·· • 
_; "', • . . :_. Th~ t~t~, be said - . my ~ ; ~ . • __ . beeri happy · with every second : I 

• · • · wordmg 1s mexact, because the , , l: t ofit Serious Big-City Doctors · · : 
- · · 1 ., ·.:; .. • .·.: janit9,t~~~ 11:~:U~~d th~ trash, ,u,:;=:-, 1 ii. i'. -:.: .,· .have told us they're irppressed ! 

. . f5.f_. _, away /~ 1s ~hat:,_ peoply_ don t .. r" ,~ \ . i, ~ :• with the. local talent, ~nd sent us · t , 
-----·. :·. '::._--·. -· deserve health care any more - i ; !I: .. tt •-· home with no qualms about ·. : .- ·_ I , 1 

\ ·,:·.' •.-," • than they de~rve shoes._or · ·-: ::· .'·:i I . : ~• ,at .well gef here ·· ! .:. · ·_ · . ,. I I' 
• newsnapers. · , . · - ·: _ 1

1
:
1
• • ~ . .. .. "~It~f h"e~~* enq1tafru~~ ·:·. ·: .·: i 

{" ,t" b · :-~ · "t. if.:"ils ·'.'.' ·-ee'""p~~t-6~a·11:'-'t·'ra;;;,· .... 1~""r:-_~--· t -_ : -:: :, • 
.?~ -, -1 -. • -· t ~ This was "supporte'"' y -'. -'\~ - 1; j;,c• s K . 1. ., 5-UL.. . . , . .. • 

some boilerplate about . - · ;_; t:. . ·• - - --Cory Farley is a Gazette ;. . ... ' , -
_ .-:;· ·. ,. :. : _ socialism, in Parker's mind _..; • Journal colu_mnist._ HJs column · : 

. .. _,_ ·~ . • apparently a condition so ." . -... • . appears T~esdays,.Fridays · 11d - -.~ 
- •. ~t .. · deplorable that uninsured .· ··· ~ · · :~--: . Sundays. _ [ · : . ~ · _. I; 

.. · : · · • Americans would be better off ; : v ·1-.......__.,,1 .i 

.. , . . · • -· dying than living with it. :.; ' -;. .· ~ i fi - -- .. --,---.---.......- -·"' 
,··. ~-.~ • · - There were other comments I · -~ - ~ 

• wouldlovetopassalong,but ·--. _,t· H ·--·- ------·- · ------ --- - ---- - - - · --· -- --- --- ---- - --- -- --

1 • · · ' II can't because the letter's gone. If; · : 
L -:-.: ,:, • Mr. Parker feels the shrift I've·,- -~ .:· 

• 
.. ... - ----! ·:F~.: . .. -• · ·_ given him is ·unfairly · / ~f_1· ~- .. ~ 

f-:· ~: ~-_,: . • ·. , abbreviated~ and has a copy~ I'd j 

···-- - - --·-- ------ . - - - - - - - -- - ----·-· - . . . -- .. - . - - --- --- - - -- . --- - --· · . --- -- ----- · - - - -
' 

:·~ "': ~- ·: • be happr to print mor~ .. ~retty & ~~- ~ t 
' · ~ - • soon wed have doctors , .·' 
'· .·:·:··-:- • marchiriJ on Washington · . '.'.: · / l 1 

• dema ·ndmg national health care, : { 
•. · .· .. · • just so nob~dy would mistake :; ; ; 

I 11 ·· 
• them for him. - : . • 

I ' 
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