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l. AGRICULTUR.iiL E~TGINEERING. 

e.Irrigation 

2.Consolidation of ditches. 

1'he more economical d:tstribution of irrigation water is one of 

the chief problems oonfro ~1tj_ng farmers in Mason e:nd --. 'iith Valleys. 

Thea two valleys are traversed from end to end by the East Jalker, 

West Walker , and 1/lcin 1Jr-:11cer Rivers v.,hich are used as the ma.mn 

distrtbuting canals.Smaller distributing canals diverting the water 

from the river where needed. In may plaoes canals parallel each 

other for miles meaning a duplioation of maintainence costs,loss of 

water by seepe ge, evaporation etc.and a.n u.nsattfactory distribution 

of water ~vhen ws.ter is soa:rse and :nost needed. Consolidation has 'been 

tt ~lked for years but no action was ever t r'ken until 'this s:p:ring 1.ivhen 

six out of se ,,.on ditch oompanir: )S in Mason Valley declared them selves 

favoring consolidation, an engi r1ecr was employed to make an eBtimete 

of the probable cost of the consolidation. A com~ittee representing 

the interested ditch companies met at the diversion point on the 

river,went over the :proposed right of ws.y a.net the co11.:'.1ty agent drew 

up a written agreement for ratification by the different ditch 

companies, but tl1is agreement was not ratified due to the expense 

involved and unfayorable financial conditions action being deferred 

until next ye,..)r,v1hen it is hoped. financial conditions will be 

1mnroved. 
·'-

The s ·4,me problem 0011:fronts a nu.m1)er of farmers in Smith Ve.lley 

and was undertaken there with somewhat better results.Here again 

financial condj_tions prevented the consolidation of six ditches.How­

ever as 'the result of tho proposed . consolidation the Burbank and West 

Walker River companies will consolidate any way s they oan do so with 

little expense by using the one ditch where they parallel eaoh other. 
/ 

• 



This combined with rotating use of water will mean a big saving in 

time• labor ,mainta,inenoe, eva:poration and seepage of water. 
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l.AGHICULTURAL EiiGitrEERIHG. 

e. Irrigation • 

. or several years farmers on that p~rt of the Hewlands Recla.Ihatlon 

project knovm ...,s the Fernley \ enoh have felt that they had a grievanoe 

which ought to be impartially reviewed.Chief of these were a shortage 

of water for the late crops,a high annual aharge for operation and 

mainte:nanoe,a lack of eooperation on · the part of the project management. 

The water users of Fernley bench requested the Seo11etary of Interior 

thrit an investigation be made,v1hich request resul'ted in Dr.Samuel 

Fortier and Fred L.Bixby of the u.s.D.A. being detailed to make the 

investigation.The eounty agent assisted them in their investigations 

a.rra ·1.ging for meetings i th oommi ttees representing the water users 

and in making farm visits to fifty ernley fa~ms. 

11:1 e examination of conditions at Fernley was ma.de from AuRUst 

5 to 12th inclusi \re and convineed the l.nvestige.tors that most of the 

grievance of the farmers 1prere justified and reoo '2'r-aendat1ons were ma.de 

to the Seoreta.ry of tho I ::1.terior which res11l ted in the follov,ing changes 

which will be incalculable benefit to the Fernley farmers: 

A.Until storage of flood aters at panish Springs or some other 

sui ta le site is ~provided the minimum water allowed J?er acre 

will include the use flo.: )d water -prior ·to .lA:ay 10th. 

B.The minimum charge renains the swe. 

C .Assessment of oha .rgeo-minimum raibed from. 3 to 4.5 acre feet. 
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l.Good f:ouds Day-South _i_'.,nd Center. 

1'he Good Roads Dl"J..y of the ~3ou th gna Cen ter on .MDy 21~ l 921 vras 

an excellent domonstra.tion of wha t oomm~ity action and cooperative 

effort will aecom:plish. The goa.1 set was the imJ3rovement of 1·½ milee 

of highw~JY in very bad oon.di tion and used by everyone in tha 

oommuni ty.11 d.a,y was named,1n:oje .ct leaders a1;>pointed, the wo~k to be 

done laid out, and on Saturday 'A1ay 21. Good Roads J LY took precedence 

over every thing elsa .Prt!,otioe .lly evsry fa .:rm8r in the community ffi'ld 

many others took part.1'his stretch of road wa.., :put in good. shape for 

the first time in sev·eral years accomplished in one days time work 

tho.t would if done by the county have cost at lea.st $ 500.00. 

Coun\;y Commiesionar Bertrand cooperated. with the oornm:uni ty center 

fu?."nishi:ng two com1-ty -truoks, two wagons, grader. and other im:plementa. 

Some 70 hee ,d of horses were - em:plo;9·ed on the project, 158 ya.rd$ of 

gravel or a;rproximately 288 tons were . put on the road, both men and 

women joined in the effort to put the road in good shape,the women of 

the comrnunity serving lunch at noon in 'the Perry Scho ol to the 54 

people \vho mad.e ,&ood Road' a Day suooessf\tlo 



h.Roads 
2.Reno-Hazen hard surfaced highvu1y. 

1he 1~ern.ley comrouni t oentt3r he ,s been working for ye are past :for 

the co11,.,tr·,1ction of 12 miles of State Htgh·.ve.y through the Fernley 

Fexnley on Au.gust 21st. to di.sc.n1as means of fu.rthering the 

Ren.o aa:1d :re,llon C.of c. ·sent represer.rtativ~s to the meeting which 

resulted in the adop+ion of a l'6Solution t&voring the constru.etion of 

SimilfJl" re~olu .1011.s v{ere snd .orEied. by the fr.:.l"''ffl bt1.rea:u oerrters in l\ilason 

and Smith Valleys,c~8 . fo1"\ta.rd.ed to the sta.tG~ hl.ghwe,y com.mission. The 

ooutty agent also b:rc)ugbt the: ma·tter . bafo1~e the Yerington Com.11eroial 

Club,whioh organization also endorsed the rtHld. At the suggestion of 

the county agent Charles Kn:tght,Managing Director o:f the Reno C.of c. 
appointed a. working committee of one county commissioner from Washoe, 

L7on and Churohill Counties to keep boosting for the proposed road 

Now that the Fhipps•Dowell Bill is a law and fedBral finds are 

available the I~1e:rnley aente1· is again taking action sending three 

men on November 21st to Carso .n C:i.ty to interview the State High 

way Com.mission regarding immediate action. Another joint meeting of 

Reno and .Fallon a.of a.and the n,ernley Community Center will be held 

at Wernley in December when flt is anticipated definite aotion will be 

taken favoring im1nediate construction of the roaf1. 



3. AW IlvlAL IHDUS TRY. 

b.Da.iry Cattle. 

1.3 Securing purebrLd stock. 

1.31 Fernley Holstein Bull Association purchased another bull. 

The Fernley Holstein Bull Associa.tion met on April 10th at 

Fernley action being taken s:t this meeting authorizing c.w.stock to 

purchase another bull at the Toyon s~;,le at Los Altos, California. 

State Dairy Specialist V.E.Scott,com ,1itteeman Stock and the oounty 

agent prior to the meeting interviewed 17 farmers in the es.st end of 

the Fernley district securing na~es of those willing to take enough 

n.ew shares to warrant purchasing anothe -r bull. The animal was 

purcha.sed by Mr.Stock .,April 20th and was sired by Sir Pieterje Ormsby 

Mercedes 43rd.wh.ose dam Aggie Wayne Peep has a record as a, six year 

old of 27,762 l'ba of milk and 1250 lbs of butter fat in 365 days.The 

bu11s dam he,s a record of 21.8 lbs.butter a 1d tio2.7 lbs.of milk in a 

seven day test. 

1.32 1l'hree registered Holstein Bulls were purchased by Lyon 

County dairymen and fifteen registered Holstein cows were brought 

into the county during the year.:1.'hese importations increases the 

number of registered Holsteins in the county 100% or better.Milking 

Shorthorns are the favored dairy cow in this county. 
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6.Dairy Improvement .Associ(..(,tion 

.At the aall of the dairy committee of the Vifellington Center 

f'arme:rs interested in dairyi11..g .met at Wallin . ton on May 13,1921 and 

formed ·the Smith Ve,lley Dairymen's Assooia tion. The purpose of the 

association is to increase the quanity and im:prove the quality of 

dairy :products, to encoura,ge the use of pure bred sires and. in 

general to promote in all possible ways the interests of the dairymen 

of Smith Valley. 



i ,') . ·1t o.t: OU ry. 

2.Achievement Story. 

Club l.Iember • Glenn Lisle - Age 13 - Fernley,lfevada. 

Glenn Lisle is just fiishing her second ye Lr in th e poultry Club 

111ork, I'h i, k- season Glenn borrowed $ 25. 00 of the 1/Iered i th :?ubli shing 

Company and pu:r.ohased 150 ba 'by ohiokso In a.ddi·tion to the baby a-hicks 

she had 20 hens left over from last season which were valued at$ 20.00 

The oost of feed for the entire flock was$ 42.00 other expenses were 

$ 3.50.The entire oost tor the seasons demonstration was $ 90.50. 

Friars were sold which a.mounted to . $ 21.00 a .. nd $ 23.50 wo:rth of friers 

nrere u.sed at homeoOne fowl was sold for breeding purposes at ,~ 2.50. 

Ninety-five dozen eggs were gathered,which netted$ 36025.Seventy-one 

hens and pullets were on hand on Oc·tober 1st.valued at i 106.00.The 

total inoome for the seasons work being$ 189.75, leaving a profit of 

$ 99.25. ,As a result of Glenn demonstrating her bility to make 

poultry raising profitable businesso,Mr.Lisle has de ided to build a 

large poultrr house and allovr Glenn to Vifork into the poultry business 

on a lar ge soale. 

Glenn was one of the Achievement Winners in Lyon Coun·ty and was 

awa:rd.ed a trip to l eno as a result o:f' her work in the P,oultry olu.b. 



3.~~-I \· ~ INDUSTRY. ,.,,, 

i.:Poultryo 

3,Culling Demonstration. 

M,D,Collins,State Poultry Speoia.list and the oount y agent 

culled a flock of 133 hens at the Geoo"'riedhoff ranoh in the Mason 

Vn1ley the objeot of the demonstration being to show the methods 

used in 0111ling out the 1ow producing hens in order to increase the 

flock -oroduction and to obtain information as to the resu1ts obtained 
·'-

by such demonstration.M:r.,riedhoff was we11 aatisfied with the 

resu1ts obtained by disoarding 9 of h:i.s 133 hens and a1though reoords 

kept for 7 days before and after oulling showed a deorease in egg 

productiGn from 528 to 504 he received just as many eg r s with 124 

hens as he would have received with 133.The nine culls did not 

produoe a single egg during a seven day ieriod and Mr,i!'riedhoff was 

of the opinion that his flock might have been culled oloser than it 

was. 
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j.oheep. 

l.Breeding 

lol Four club mem·bers were enrolled in a. 8heep olub 1 the bjeetive 

being the production of better sheep by the use of pure bred rams.one 

registered Hrunehire buok and one re · · stered Shroshire buak v1ere 

purcha s ed for this purpose. 

2 • .Aohiev-ement Story. 

Club Member- Frank Parker- Age 15• 'Ji· ellington, Nevada. 

F:rar.tk Parker has been a Club Member in the Sheep Club for four 
. · --. ·lk 

yea.rs. g ra~ ) started. with a nbummer" lamb and has a.coumula ted ea.oh 

year until at the :present time he has fifteen breeding ewes e.nd one 

exoellent buok.J11rank expects to develop a herd of sheep :from the 

band which he has started. He has worked during the summer and 

purohased four more ewes and enough hay to feed them through the winter. 

Mr.-arke~ ha promised Frank forty acres of la ~d as soon as he is 

through High i:)chool and able to take care of both the land and the flock. / 

irank is State winner in the Farm flock Club and was awarded a trip to 

Heno as a prize for h1 s achievement in the Sheep Club ivork • .At Reno, 

Frank compe tea . with the o·tht,r Club members in the Li •es tock Jue ging 

Conte s t,a.nd wa, a,var,led Grand Champion :ribbon as first place iri stock 

judgin g in the state. 

4oRegistered Holstein Calf Club-Fernley. 

V .E.2cott, ~:.tate Specialist and. the county agent formed a Holstein 

Calf Club at Fernley.Orvis Stock purchased two registered Holstein 

heifers and N·il Austin purchased a registered calf. 
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a . . t,f - ~--... , • Ali L.,..,AL INDUSTRY. -~·-·,..,,,.- . 

k.Swine 

l. 2 ::1ea11ring purebred stoek. 

Seven head. of purebred hogs \Vere introduced into the county 

during the pa.st eight months tour Duroo-Je:rseys and three Poland­

Chinas being imported in a oampa.ign for better livestook. 

Two registered P.oland•China boars were seou1~ed by club members 

and during Novemb~lr the county agent enrolled twenty boys and girls 

in a registered Foland-Ohina Pig Club in Mason Valley. A nuraber of 

prospeot1 ve members in Srni th V'alley we:re also seoured e.nd it is 

anticipated that a number of pig club m~mbers in t he two valleys 

will a \gr egate t~enty five or ~ore. 

The pigs will be purchased 1n Deoern.'be:r by lJf. D. Collins, State 

Club Leader in California, Y...r.Collins ma.king a special trip to 

Ce.lifornia for that purpose., A nurnber of adults are expected to 

purch 11s.e registered hogs a:t t h e same t i me«-
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a.Boys and girls. 

1. or .zani i t '.t ion 

4.000:PERATIVE Bi.'fENSION t OR.K. ~- --. -.µ,..... ' ,111· " . ' - ...... 

ORG.ANIZATION AND ADlvIINISTRATIOli • 
.. ~ :t t0,ot11 • _. .. aeoo_,.~ •· · JT ~ 

Club wo:rk :in Lyon County is und.e:r the supervision of H .n. 

Collins,2 ·tace Club Leader, the Bounty Agricultural Agent and Miss 

Leah Bs,rker,District Club Leader who spent 1/3 time in Lyon County. 

in :promation of s-ewing,oanning,and club o:r&ran.ization 1,vork.For 

detail ,=· of work accomplished in Lyon County see Mr.Collins and 

' Miss Barker's reports. 

g.Speoia.li ,:ts assistance 

2.Dairying-V.E. Soott,State Dairy Specialist has been of 

material assistance to the county agent in ma:p:7 ways.Mr.Scott 

wa.s instrumental in the formation of a registered Holstein Calf 

Club,the addition of another bull to the Fernley Holstein Bull 

Assooiation, .in the formation of the Smith Valley Dairymen's 

~ ssooiHtion e,nd ln information given leading to the purohase of 

15 head of registered Holsteins. 

3. Entomology-c. w.creel, Specialist in Entomology was called on 

to demonstrate poisoning cut worms.Hr.Creel pointed out an effective 

method of poi saning cut v.rorms. 
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4. COOPERATIVE EX:lr.ENSIOl'l" WORK. 

ORGJ.\.NIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION. 

2.conferences-gene~al. 

The county a.gent has kept in close to11.oh with the Directors of 

Extens:i .on, County Agent Leader, and State Club Leader, regarding 

different phases of the work making one trip a month to headquarters 

in Reno for oonferenaes on different problems that have confrcnted 

him. 

Several conferences were also held with County Agent Reed of 

Churchill County reg~rding the cantaloupe industry being developed 

in tlu.t county.On November 7th a conference w0.a held at Reno at the 

su.g estion of the State Clu:b Leader at which the oounty agents of 

Washoe,Lyon and Churchill outlined work to be done ooopo:ratively in 

the three counties toward developing the aanta .loupe industry. 

Director Creel and State Club Leader Collins have made several 

trips to Lyon County for conferences on ach.ainistra.tive · ork and 

have mate:rally assisted in putting 'the work 011 a better working basis. 

1.1 Lyon County Farm Bureau consists of five communities.Each 

community has a oha.innn,secretary-treasurer,and project loaders 

the numi,er de:pe:1ding upon the project adopted • .Besides community 

center officers there a.re tho county officers conzdsting of five 

directors one from Smith Valley, ~ne from Fernley and. three from Mason 

V~lley where the farm bure~u office is located. 



4. '11 '.'!ti?"J• 
i "ht-1 pr"' ont county a ent at., rt d work i Ty n . ount"r on .!r,ril 1, 

1921. tho pr .gr ·thl o . ... __,k 
• 'J. 

emplo: d h t11 to familari a h · m· .. elf wi tl" loo 1 ~ondl t -ion . rtd eed.s 

of th.a county but.during the past eight mo-r1 ha theise li J1i ·ting £actors 

have been 1,.rn:tna .ed and th cou n ty agent 1 oks fo:rw...;.l:'d to , y, a1: ol 

achievem8nt. 
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3 Consolidation of i:r-:rigation d:i tohes MaFon eiJ'.ld Smith Valleys. 

4.Formation of a district marketing association in J..ason Valley. 

5.Poult1 .. y-inore!1,,sed pou1:try production. 

6.Better ;3eed Wheat Pure strains and new vari ties. 

7 .J?1ttoduotion o:f' cantaloupes e;t lea.st fifty s .. cres irernley 
sufficient aoreage in :Mason and Smith Valleys to supply local 
deml-:1.nd s. 

8. Good Roads Day-South End Center .'iaaon Valley. 

9 Support of public library started in farm bureau office. 

10.Eradioation of tuberculosis in dairy stock. 

The 0011.nty ~.gent has set a goa.l of one livestock club member for 

every ten farms in th19 c.ou.nty. Thia go -,.1 hes alrr::ady beer.1.. exceeded over 

thirty jUi.~ir mem·oers in li ,.-,,estoak alubs · 1aving been seaured to date, 
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4.000PEBATIVE EXTENSION WOEX. 

ORGANIZATION AND ADMI~;l'IBTR.ATION. 
4 . . 41"1t#'..._ .. ,..,,,_.. :IIJi._ Q:'8•1 l).tllb»41lrii! 4 ·~ illioU!i,t ..-! Mf,111 I! J .. ¢ . 

1.5 Meetings. 

1.51 P.n annual meeting is held in December at Yerington,for the 

pur""josa of el octing the county :farn bureau directors . Each oommuni ty 

eleots three delegates to attend t.1e annual meeting.Only delegates are 

allote·d a vote. This provision serves as a balance of power between 

communities. 

1,52 Community centers meet in December to elect officers for 

the coming year.Regular monthly meetings are held with the exception 

of the Grant View where meetings are held eve1~y two weeks. 

7.Personnel. 

The extension v1orlters in Lyon County oonsist of a County 

Agricultural J\gent on full time,s. Club Leader on 1/3 time and a Home 

Demonstration Agent on part time. 

8. ?ublioity. 

The Neve.cl.a Farmer and Stockman a monthly farm ;journal is the 

official publicat ~ on of the Neva.a.a <::tate !Pa.rm Bureau. No fa.rm bureau 

ne vs is -published by the counties local papers :running fnrm ·b11reau 

notes as news itemo. 

The Nevada Farm or antl ~tookman ha.s a mo·-1.thly survey of c 0Tu1ty 

and sta·te extension aot:i.vi ties and is mailed to every farme:r in the 

0011..n.ty • 



4. COOl?ItRA·lIVE EXT.gliSION WORK. 

ORGAMIZA 'ION A.MD .........,.,_ . 

1.711 Communtty Analysis. 

Lyon County communities are separated by wide expanses of desert, 

sage brush and mountain ra.nges only 10.3% of its 1509 sq.miles being 

010:ssed as a2"rio11l ture.l lands. The county is divid.ed into four districts 

geographically d- terrninod because all crops are irri 2·ated and farms 

e.re looa.tE)d along small streams. 

The farming area is divided as follows: Smith Valley and l1ason 

Valley on the Walker River,D, _,.,yton on the Carson River and ~ernley 

under the Truckee-Oar .son projeet of the U.S.Reala.mation bervioeoEaoh 

community really functions as a farm bureau itself having different 

p:roblerns to meet,and being separated by ountain ranges and desert 

lands. The Fernley district consists of 63 farms averaging 80 a.ores in 

size farmers here depending for their i:cco e u::?on the tsale of alfalfa 

hay baled or : n the sta.ak to stockmen.M . . son. Valley ~~)rodu.ces potatoes, 

dairy products,g:rain and hay whtle Smith Valley is la:rgely a cs.ttle, 

sheep, wool and hay prodn .ci ng clistriot. 



ORGANIZATION .f\.lffi ADNI ""ISilRATION. 
-.r.s,..,.;111_ · t 7 lf_ 

1.6 Hembe:rship. 

1~:embersh:lp in the farm btt:reau includes eirery te.x p$.yer d·~:te to 

the fa.ct th ~)t in I:fevada. the farm bureext i.s ~u:pr)o:rted. by ta.xa,tio11. 

Hov1ever a disti.n.etion is made between e.ctive and n.o.n-e.ctj .ve menioers. 

Active members are those who hsV'e p~,id the f 5. 00 an11ua1 member.shi.P 

fee levied by their commu.,nlty center, :.the diffeTe -noe betwe ,en the ~1 1. 50 

which goes ·bo a11J;I10:rt the State and !fational Fs"rm Bureau Federation 

and the $ 6.00 is divided between the 001.t.nty f11nn bureau and. cowmu.nity. 

center. 

17 Program of work. 

A program of work for the ensuing year is mapped out et the 

annual 0011:n.ty farm bureau meeti.,,1g, that is so far as the oou.nty and 

state is concerned. Community programs e~re wo:rked by tl O<Jllft,l'.'Onoe between 

project leadGrs a.nd. the eounty agent., 
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4.000:PERATIVE EXTE:l~SION WORK. 

ORG·A"NIZATION AND ADM.INSTRATIO:N. 

3.Work with other organizations. 

3.4 Women's Club. 

A public library in the farm bureau office ~,,as stal'ted by 

oooperation of the farm bureau with the Women's Club of Yerington 

in Nevember.!pproximately >75 volumes of books were secured and 

placed in a book oase in the farm :bureau office.Miss Perry whcb is 

secretary of the farm bureau v1as placed in charge of the books and 

persons desiring the loan of books secure them from hero 

3.5. The county farm bureau and. comn11mity centers united with 

the Yerington Commercial Cl1tb in protesting the curtailment of train 

service on the Hazen-.line , Branch mf the Southern :tacific R.R.Co. 

which if allowed would have deprived Mason and t:imith Valleys of mail 

and train service four days of the week.Resolutions were adopted by 

the county far ,. bureau and comnrunity centers and for·w·arded to the 

public service commit1sior1. 

1Jhe farrn bureau. members he~ped sec:n1re names :for the -pati'tion 

circulated by the Com~neroia.l Club.The protest was effective. 



4.C001?ERATIVE EXTENSIO!l VORK. 

15. Veterinary-Dr.II.-: : . Hej_lsen · 

Dr. tl .E.Neilsen,Bureau of · .Animal Husbandry teated 569 dairy oo"va 

in Smith Valley for tuberculosis. 

Dr.W.B.garl of the State Veterinary Control (:·e:rvice tested 86 

dairy oows in tnernley for tu.beraulos1s 

8. Mo.rket ing-C • .A ,Boroross. 

c •. :\.J:lorcroas,State Marketing i:;peoialist contributed a definite 

plan fo:r 01 ganj.za:t;ion of a county marketing association which later 

developed into El, state wide plan of organizationc 

10.Poultry• M.D.Collins 

M.D.Collins,State ·Poultry Specialist assisted in culling 

demonstrations and furni hed information 'to :pGultrymen regarding egg 

production,feeding and care of baby ohiaks etc.making four trips to 

Lyon County. 

11.Rural Enginerring-Dr. F1ortier,i 1
• L.Bixby ,R. A.Hart-Bureau. of Roe~ds. 

These men checked the plans of )eorge Malone engin ser for the 

8000 aore dr inage district i.n lason VallQy. 

Dr.Fortier ~nd. F.L.Bi .xby made an investigation of water shortage 

on Fernley branch of Newlsnds Reclamation Project. 
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7.r.; Wheat. 

Nine aores of 1\trkey Red wheat grown by Maionohi Bros.in Meson 

yielded 11 ttle more ti1an half as much as the tur· ·e Hedo Ille 

comparison seems to justify the conclusion that it ·would b,. more 

pro:fi -table to plant winter whe&'to A ohsok will oe ke:fjt 011 t.he i1e • ., of 

Turkey Rea. and ivlarquis t 1e coming year. 

1.7 Mason Valle v potato 5-rowexs as a goncral ruJ.e do not o . ·~ . ..,. ·Ir .,J:l ::.., "'-

seed pota.toes but plan -t i1ole t1i'be:rs two or three ou..nees i :.. s!zo. 

au:t• 

ting them l½ or two ouno~s in size. Ks.f oury .Bros on the Sllehady :r ti11oh 

4 miles south of Yerington put in a. demonstration plot of l¼ acres 

to determine the relative value of the two methods.The plot was 

divided into seotions one section -planted to cut seed and the other to 

whole seed to aet for a check on the fjr~t.Tho cut s~ed were dried 

before planting,the ground was i:rrigated imi ediately after :planting. 

The yield secured from the out seed was about 26% more marl,etable 

potatoes than secured from the whole seed. 

Farias Bros.of Smith ·valley oa.rried out the same demonstration 

securing approximately the same yield from the out an.d whole seed. 

F.roli of F~rnley planted several acres of cut seed and was well 

pleased with tha results obtained. 



6. I.r J\HM. CROPS:. 

c. Forage crops. 

1. 4 Survey for fllf ,•-.lfa weevil. 

Inspection of alfalfa fields in E'ernley,Smithtand Mason 

Valleys failed to reveal any signs of the alfalfa weevil. Six farms 

located in different parts of each distriot were inspect ed. 

2.1 Cata.loupes. 

A demon strati on in the Fernley district in the gro wing of 

cantaloupe .s ehowed a production of 350 crates of cantaloupes from 

l¾ acres or approxim ately 200 crates per acre.fhese at the 1921 

price of$ 2.00 per crate would have yielded approximately$ 400.00 

compared with $ 30. 00 for ,:. ~ll of t he hay raised on the similar 

area.The county agent staged a tour into Churchill County to 
J 

investigate the cantaloupe industry.Three farmers made the trip and 

were very favorable impre l:::sed. They expressed their intentions of 

growing cantaloupes next yearo 
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l .,~~ ,Increased acreage at Fernley of potatoes. 
:~ . 

' 
. ( 

Mext year it is estima.ted tha .:t the a.area.ge planted to potatoes 
j . 

. '/ 
i:n. the Fe,rnle~r District will exoe '.::d ~;oo acres. This in.creased acreage 

, ( 

amount~ /1 to a 25~ increase in the t<.>tal ao1•eage aredi ted to Lyon ,, 
,. ' 

~/. 

Coun\;1f by the last census and may be directly attributed to the 
l . 

/ J . :res;rJs obtained by five boy club members who eaoh put in~ a.ere of 

o~i~ ,1(ied seed -potatoes in 1920., ·11he yield received from this :project 
_I ;f.'' 

bJ--\the ·)boys va:ried from 3 to 4·½ tons :per plot which amounted to a 
. /1 . r\ . 
/ ',' '\' .. 

. "'Jield ,~er~ .ging from 9 to 13 tons per a.are~ 
. / / ·\ 

. ! '.f-his demonstration attracted the attention of Mason Va.lley I ' . 

/ /1 . 
' •1 

-_p(.)t.~to /)(5rowers to the :&1 ernley district and this year 40 a.ores of 
/. ;,, 
t . 

pata17;t,e ·\ were :plic.nted and an excellent yield . reoei ved. 
. I 
I \ iTJiie 40 aere plot proved conclusively potatoes can be grown 

I . 
Ii 

r1 f5Ucc~sstu.ll .y at :B'ernley and attracted ,other growers resulting in the 

• 



2. Suar Beets. 

Sugar beets w·ere grown for the first . in Lyon County this year 

some 500 acres being oontra-oted for by the Lahonton Valley Sugar Co. 

o-t Fallon,:Nevada.This acreage was materially reduced by pla nting time 

due to no preparation of ground,lack of water,ete. However i r1d:tvidaally 

g·ood suooess was obtained despite the fact a late cold aprjng threv, 

seedlings abruptly into hot saTflmer \veathei, before formation of leaf 

folia ge oould properly cover the ground conserving moisture and 

enablin the plar..ts to withstand di sease conditions which were 

abnormally present this year in all crops in the inter-mountain states 

and CaJ.ifornia. 

T'nis condition can perhaps be avoided in th future by fall plowing 

and preparat .ton of the seed bed. This i~rill clonsenre moisture permitting 

the soil to pro perly a s si ulate winter rai n s a.r1d snows, and in puttin.g 

the rrou nd :i.n shape fol' -planting which mu.s-t take place in t h is eeotion 

in the month of ,"'arch and .not later than May 1st.T h is method gives the 

g1-ower a, s a fe marg i n of ti me to reseed . any portion of his ac:n:·etige that 

is foul wi 'th ,.,1eeds or v;h ere a poor sta nd is ap 1;are n t. 

Tho pa.st sea.son has proved th at even under a.d.verse conditions as 

stated herein oertain far i.as in i-::ason Valle y ca n produce a. be et crop 

of equal ton na.ge a:1d su 0·ar content compara,:,le with 'the best sections of 

Utah and Ida.ho. 

Beet growi ~1g · s not a oompetive cro p with other st c1J1le crops n ow 

grown in Lyon ·"oun-ty and should oocuppy a privila ged place on every 

farm becau s e j_ t . j s a cash crop an d leaves the land in E hi-P·h state of 

oulivat '.on after h rv ~)sti -.Lg _lree from weeds and well su i tod for 

producing other crops. 
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4.3 Nineteen farmers tn Mason and Smi.th Va1.l€t F3 were saved 

approximately$ 500.00 On the purchase of 21.,425 potato bags 

by oonsulting the county agent as to the best rna.rket. 



o .Marketing AJsoeia:tion. 

The need of a mg:rketi ng association to market farm prod .uce more 

pa,r -tioula-rly ht...y and potatoes hv.s been a question of pa:rs 1(1ount 

the board of direo uore of Lyo n. Cou .. nty Fa:rm -r ureau. an--; its Til&.-·:rketll!g 

com:ni ttee ar...a. county agent with State irark .eting Specialist 1it:~-rcross a.t 

Yeri.ngto11 on May 6,19~1,whe:re a :plan for farmers ooope:rative marketing 

association was evol·ved. This plan oe,lled for minimum memher~hiJ? of '"/50 

a eeog11ed a dafi:ni te quota, the Jttota alloted L.yon County 'Le:t11g 150. The 

county · ag;ent and project lead .era secured the 150 required signe.tu1"es 

to the prelirninary mernbership roll in one weeks time• anct before the 

orga1 izatio:n meetin .g was held at RenG on August 26•27th had passed the 

goal eet rm111ing the tc-tal m-embership in Lyon Cou.n.ty up to lGl. 

However after s two days uession a:1.t this meeting of a delegt1;tes 

representing seven counties 1 t ~vtl,s deoided thet the proposed plan of 

organiz e,'.~ion was nothing more or less than a g entlemens agreement 

associfttlon fo:r marlreti:ng fa1·m r rodu.ae a.:nd -that if or&a r:1.i zed on that 

neoeesary to form an aesoci .. tion b~ise<l on an t:,nfo:r.cea.blB merr,b<➔rship 

a reeme.at oi· contract. Th"'! d.ireotors were inatn1.eted. to use the 

Calif :rnia. plan of oreanization as a mod,al wherein ind:J.vidual member­

ship contracts are basis of memoershi:p and where local associations 

are federated into a S'tate exchange bo+h local and st&,te exchanges 

_,a taking a hand in marketing. 



12.'RO.DENTS. -
l.Grou.nd snuirrels • 

. Fourty farmeTs · ho oa.lled at the fa-rm bureau office were adyieed 

whe:re to seoure poi sioned grain fo:r U fi e in poislbning ground s o_uirrels. 

The poisoned g:r~ .ln was furni fJ1ed to farmers e~t the co f-:t of 7<J per 

pound by .Dr. j a_ns.of the U. S.Biologi cal Surveyc 
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13.RUPA.L ECONOMICS. 

c.La.bor. 

l.Sixty four men i{ho ap p lied for rvork at the farm bureau 

o:f'fice were p1aood with farmers who needed them. 

3.An attempt was made to set a wage scale during the hs.y1ng 

season a minimum wage of $ 2.00 :per de.y was agreed upon by 

aomrnuni ty centers in !Jason and Smith Valleys but the scale was 

not adhered to by everyone which forced the wage up to $ 2.50. 

However some good was ac c omplished,for. if a scale had not been 

agreed upon wages finally :paid would have probably be en hi /:'her. 

d.Rural Credit. 

Ari attempt was made to form a National H"arm Loan ;1ssociation 

vii th head nuarters at Yerington. A temporary organization was formed 

and 19 applioation blanks were taken out;but the or ganization was 

not completed and the land bank withdraw the fifty thousand dollars 

set ~iside for U }3e of t h e proposed as s ooiati on. 
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14.SOILS. 
' . ........ . _., 4-

Corruni tteeman Joh.n Mo Gowan of Mason Valley a1;i-Dlied gypsum at 

the rate of 1000 lbs.per acre to poor ~pots in an old alfalfa field 

The a.ree. covered was one acre, the lac1d. ~oei11g heavy clay loatn.At this 

time no notioii'ble results have been Ob'tained bu ·t will .e checked up 

next yes .r. 
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15. YI 1:l~HIUJ\RY SCIENCE. 

8. Tuberculos:ts .in dairy cattle. 

The oontrol of infecttous disea.ses 1n Nflva.da is taken eare of 

by the St at'·, Veter5-nary Control Service a state- department and the 

far m ·bureau has not taken up any of this work with the exception of 

the eradication of tuberou.losis in dairy cattle,and while not 

directly responsible :for t he work done the farm bureau. cooperates 

in every way possible to assist in this ·important work, 

Below is a su ;nmary for the 1.,vork done in the county duri.ng 

the past year. 

omi th Valley; •by Dr.N . E .1~·eilse -n of the U. S.Dept. of .Animal Huebandryo 

559 animals tested 

7 reactors or 1.25% 

Ranches with reactors 4 

Ranches free from reactors 20 

Fernley;•by Dr. W.B. Earl of the State Veterin ary Contr•l Service. 

86 a.ni -'"ials t 0 sted 

l reactor found or 1.1% 

Ranches with reactors l 

Ranches free from reactors 30 

Theoe two tests include all the dairy stock in the B1ernley and 

Smith Valleys. 
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VI~UAL BDUCJTION~ 
L i ,. •• • i . ~ 

1"tlms sho~m at communl ty oenter meetings. 

Grant Viuw --- .... ---4000 feet of film sho'.Nn 16 19eo_f}le J?l:esent. 

Fernley-----------4000 ft n tt n 40 H ff 

South 1~nd-- ------ .... --aooo n t-1 H t\ 33 11 

Wellington ------10000 11 
l n " 186 n " 

Total -26000 feet of fil shown ·2;5 people preeen·to 

Education filme show.n,--

:9:e~lth. for hogs 

Lambs ftttJm Range ·to Market. 

Gov' t .Foul try .Farm 

}Jilk and Roney ( ·_airying) 

Hovv and Why of Spuds~ 

llaking of Crackers. 

extension work were given. 
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