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Crickets Invading Area 
at Base Ruby Mountains 

•. ick ~ as well as grasshoppers feet Jong and counted the crickets 
a c th :ed~nin,y Ell:o ranches this I which crossed over it Ln five min­
y . 'i'he c1 ic:.:.:: ~r. llOi. / ever, ar-a utes. Three hundred and forty-five 
traveling toward the Ruby moun- passed over the line in that time, 
tains from the surrounding valleys, showing by a conservative estimate 
and while they will do great dam- that the crickets are traveling at 
age to the range this is better than the rate of 33 a minute, over a dis­
if they were traveling toward the 
ranches. 

Mark Menke, county agent, ac­
co:npanied by Paul Jeanney, trav­
eled over an area one half anile 
long today, which is infested with 

l t.he crickets. They drew a line two 

ta.nee of one foot. This is going on 
1 for miles, Menke declared. 

The crickets never stop moving. 
They eat a bite and jump to the 
next bush and eat another bite. 

In addition to this comes the 
news ,that the grasshopper pest is 
:wide.spread in the county and ar-' 
rangements are being made to fight 
the hoppers. Six tons of bran were 
sent to Palisade, 14 tons were 
shipped to Elko and 20 tons to 
Deeth. Ranchers must put o.n com-

1 munity drives to get the benefit of I 
· this bran and it must be spread I 
carefully and economically, Menke 

1 
pointed out. Eight pounds of the l 
bran sea ttered over an area of one I 
acre will kill 450 hoppers per 
square yard. 

Menke had a piece of sod today 
showing the eggs of the hoppers 
and the pests as they were hatch­

I ing. They hop off immediately up­
on breaking from the eggs and imr­
mediately become d e s t r u c t iv e. 
Many of the hoppers are yet to 
hatch and the drives will not be 
started for about a week. Itiner­
ant help will be used here to mix 
the poison and possibly to distrib­
ute it on the edges of town, Menke 
declared. 

This is the first year that there 
has been an invasion of the crick­
ets through this county. As long as 
they keep going toward the moun­
tains no attempt will be made to 
destroy them, as it will be a hope­
less task, Menke declares. 
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HOPPER MENACE 
SURVEYED HERE 

A survey of the grasshopper and 
cricket menace in Starr Valley was 
made yesterday by S. J. Snow, fed­
eral entomologist with headquarters 
at Fallon, accompanied by Mark 
Menke, county agent. The insect 
army ;has stayed well up on the 

1 
Rubies du.ring the past several 
days, but seems to be preparing for 
an offensive on the succulent vege- \ 
tation availSJble at lower altitudes. I 

Purpose of the survey was to I 
determine whether or not more bait 
would be needed. If no more in­
sects should come down, it was de­
cided, enough poisoned bran has al­
ready been scattered. Snow called I 
the work that has already been . 
done in forestalling the invasion ·r 

"very satisfactory." However, it 
appears that the insects are mov­
ing slowly down both sides of the 
Rubies, into Ruby and Starr val­
leys. 

To slow up the movement of the 
army will be the only effect of to-
day's rain, Menke said. l 

Snow expressed surprise at one 
I of the maneuvers of the insect 

horde. An army of crickets a mile : 
in width entered an alfalfa field in 
Ruby valley one day, but the next 
day withdrew into the sagebrush. 
The entomologist said that he had 
never before heard of such a phe­
nomenon, which was observed by I 
Menke. The crickets invaded the 
field May 29, vacating it on Decora­
tion day, perhaps on account of 
that date ibeing a legal holiday in 
Bugdom. 

Grasshoppers, which have been 
worst in Starr valley, are now well 
under control, due to the spreading 
of poisoned bran on about twenty 
ranches, cooperating with County 
Agent Menke. 

Snow is now en route back to 
his headquarters, a:naking a stop at 
Winnemucca on business connected 
with insect control there. 
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