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Heller Holds Nevada VA Hospitals Accountable to Women Veterans
Following GAO Report on the VA’s care for women veterans, Heller ensures Nevada’s VA hospitals are doing their part.

(Washington, DC) – Earlier today, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) released a report co-requested by Senator Heller that assesses the VA’s care for women veterans. Heller has been one of the strongest advocates in the Senate and on the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee for ensuring that America’s growing population of female veterans receive quality VA health care specific to their needs.

In response to this report, Senator Heller issued the following statement:

“As a member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee, I have worked closely with local VA hospitals to ensure quality service and care are provided for Nevada’s veterans. That is why I’ve written each VA Medical Center Director serving Nevada’s veterans asking specific questions about how these hospitals work to uphold the privacy, safety, and dignity of women veterans based on the concerns raised in this GAO report. While Nevada’s facilities were not examined for compliance, I expect the highest standard of care and will hold these facilities accountable to that exact standard,” said Senator Heller. 

Click on the links below to read:

Senator Heller’s letter to the VA Sierra Nevada Health Care System in Reno.
Senator Heller’s letter to the Southern Nevada Health Care System in North Las Vegas. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Senator Heller’s letter to the Salt Lake City Health Care System in Salt Lake City, Utah. 


GAO Report Summary:

The GAO report found that the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) did not have accurate data on whether its medical centers comply with environment of care standards for women veterans, which includes ensuring the privacy, safety, and dignity of these patients visiting the VA facility. The GAO report also found that some of the VA medical facilities were not in compliance with these standards. Furthermore, the report shows that about 27 percent of VA medical centers lack an on-site gynecologist, and Senator Heller has been fighting for every VA medical center to have a GYN through his legislation, the Women Veterans Access to Quality Care Act (S.471). 

Background on Heller’s Advocacy for Women Veterans:

· Filed and secured passage of an amendment (SA #456 to S.ConRes.11) to ensure VA medical facilities properly meet the needs of women veterans by taking into account their safety, privacy, and dignity.
· Sent a letter to the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee requesting a hearing to assess the VA’s efforts to care for women veterans and returning female service members.
· Introduced bipartisan legislation with Senator Murray, the Women Veterans Access to Quality Care Act (S.471), to ensure the VA meets the health care needs of female veterans.
· Included a provision in S.471 requiring the GAO to report on the VA’s care for women veterans.
· Questions the VA at a Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee hearing about the importance of women’s clinics at VA hospitals.
· Discusses at a Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee hearing the needs of Nevada’s women veterans with a member of the Nevada Women Veterans Advisory Committee, Dr. Anne Davis.
· Files the Ensuring Women Veterans Access to Care Amendment to the 2016 Military Construction and Veterans Affairs and Related Agencies Appropriations Act to ensure every VAMC has a full-time gynecologist to meet women’s health needs.
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