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Heller Introduces Bill to Reform FCC Processes 
Urges Swift Senate Action Following Recent Movement in House of Representatives and at the FCC 
(Washington, D.C.) – Today U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) introduced the Federal Communications Commission Process Reform Act of 2014, a bill that will make processes at the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) more transparent and more efficient. Streamlining the agency, which oversees and regulates industries that are major economic forces in this country, will help facilitate innovation and job growth, Heller argues. 

“As a regulator and overseer of major contributors to our economy, what happens at the Federal Communications Commission affects our nation’s economic recovery and growth.  This bill will help create an FCC that is more transparent and predictable, and provide individuals and businesses in the communications and technology sectors with the certainty they need to invest in infrastructure and grow their businesses,” Heller said.
“These issues have won bipartisan support in the House of Representatives, and the Administration is acting as well. Unfortunately, there has been no action in the U.S. Senate Commerce Committee in recent years. The Commerce Committee should act quickly to take up either measure that I have introduced, as well as my colleagues’ ideas,” Heller continued. 

The House of Representatives passed similar legislation out of the House Energy and Commerce Committee earlier this year.  The FCC also held discussions on the topic at its Open Commission meeting last week. Senator Heller introduced similar legislation (S. 1784) in the 112th Congress on November 2, 2011. The bill introduced today is the product of bipartisan collaboration in the House of Representatives.  
Heller has also introduced the FCC Consolidated Reporting Act (S. 1379) along with Representatives Greg Walden (R-OR), Steve Scalise (R-LA) and Anna G. Eshoo (D-CA) in July. This bill combines eight annual reports into a single biennial Communications Marketplace Report, and repeals the annual Telegraph Report, which was signed into law in 1934.
Details of the Federal Communications Commission Process Reform Act of 2014: 

Protecting Jobs by Ensuring Regulatory Benefits Outweigh Costs 

· Require the Commission to survey the state of the marketplace through a Notice of Inquiry before initiating new rulemakings to ensure the Commission has an up-to-date understanding of the rapidly evolving and job-creating telecommunications marketplace.

· Require the Commission to identify a market failure, consumer harm, or regulatory barrier to investment before adopting economically significant rules. After identifying such an issue, the Commission must demonstrate that the benefits of regulation outweigh the costs while taking into account the need for regulation to impose the least burden on society.

· Require the Commission to establish performance measures for all program activities so that when the Commission spends hundreds of millions of federal or consumer dollars, Congress and the public have a straightforward means of seeing what bang we’re getting for our buck.

· Apply to the Commission, an independent agency, the regulatory reform principles that President Obama endorsed in his January 2011 Executive Order.

· Prevent regulatory overreach by requiring any conditions imposed on transactions to be within the Commission’s existing authority and be tailored to transaction-specific harms. 

Promoting Transparency, Fairness, and Efficiency in Commission Operations 
· Enhance consistency and transparency in the Commission’s operations by requiring the FCC to establish and disclose its own internal procedures for:

· adequate review and deliberation regarding pending orders,

· publication of orders before open meetings,

· initiation of items by bipartisan majorities, and

· minimum public review periods for statistical reports and ex parte communications.

· Require the FCC to establish its own “shot clocks” so that parties know how quickly they can expect action in certain proceedings and provide a schedule for when reports would be released.

· Empower the Commission to operate more efficiently through reform of the “sunshine” rules, allowing a bipartisan majority of Commissioners to meet for collaborative discussions subject to transparency safeguards. 
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