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Heller Continues Commitment to Nevada’s Veterans
 
(Washington, DC) – Recently, U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV), a senior member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee, introduced several pieces of legislation benefitting Nevada’s veterans and service members. Specifically, Heller’s efforts aim to improve and modernize VA medical care and benefits, honor the service of Filipino veterans during World War II, and help transitioning service members succeed in their careers as they move into civilian life. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Knowing Nevada is home to over 300,000 veterans and service members, it is imperative that we dedicate the appropriate time and resources to ensure our nation’s heroes are safe, healthy, and thriving. Whether it be improving services at the VA or providing essential business advice for those transitioning into civilian life, my top priority is to ensure that we properly care for those who have sacrificed so much to protect our country. I look forward to advancing these measures through Congress and will work to have them signed into law as soon as possible,” said U.S. Senator Dean Heller.

Background: 

Heller bill S. 111, Filipino Veterans Promise Act
· Background: This bill directs the Department of Defense, in conjunction with the VA, to establish a process for Filipino veterans to prove their service during World War II so they can be recognized and honored for their sacrifices and heroism.

Heller bill S. 112, CARE for Veterans’ Dependents Act
· Background: This bill ensures that VA-funded homeless shelters can be reimbursed for services provided to the dependent of a veteran reducing the risk of separating families during a difficult time. 

Heller bill S. 113,  Maximizing Efficiency and Improving Access to Providers at the VA
· Background: This bill requires the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot program to hire medical scribes at the VA. It also ensures VA physicians have more time with their veteran patients to improve the quality of care veterans receive.

Heller bill S.  114, Department of Veterans Affairs Bonus Transparency Act 
· Background: This bill requires the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to submit an annual report regarding bonuses and performance awards granted to certain high-level employees at the VA, including Medical Center directors and VA Regional Office directors. 

Heller bill S. 115, Veterans Transplant Coverage Act
· Background: This bill authorizes the VA to provide veterans coverage for a live donor transplant operation at any facility if the veteran qualifies for the VA Choice Program. This legislation will cut through the bureaucratic red tape to ensure proper care is provided to every veteran.

Heller bill S. 116, Disabled Veterans Access to Space-Available Travel Act
· Background: This bill permits veterans who have a service-connected, permanent disability rated as total to travel on military aircraft in the same manner and to the same extent as retired members of the Armed Forces entitled to such travel.

Heller bill S. 120,  Bring Our Heroes Home Act
· Background: This bill creates the Missing Armed Forces Personnel Records Collection at the National Archives and requires expeditious public transmission to the Archivist and public disclosure of Missing Armed Forces Personnel records. It also ensures transparency for all the families of fallen heroes who deserve answers about their loved ones.

Heller bill S. 121,  Veterans Small Business Ownership Improvement Act
· Background: This bill authorizes the Boots to Business Program under which the Small Business Administration provides entrepreneurship training to members of the Armed Forces. It also authorized the Women Veterans Business Training, Business Training for Service Disabled Veterans, and Veterans Business Outreach Center programs.
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