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Heller Statement on the White House 

Filipino Vets Working Group

(Washington, D.C.) –U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) issued the following statement regarding the White House announcement of an interagency working group designed to honor Filipino World War II Veterans for their service. 
In July, Senator Heller sent a letter to Defense Secretary Leon Panetta urging him to establish a process for Filipinos who fought alongside U.S. military during World War II and have documentation to work with military historians so they can receive proper benefits for their service. Heller has not received a response from Secretary Panetta. In September he moved forward by introducing the Filipino Veterans Fairness Act (S. 3530). 
“I am pleased to be joined by President Obama today in my ongoing effort to help recognize Filipinos who fought in World War II for their service. However, we should do much more for these veterans.  I have introduced legislation that mandates the Department of Defense provide a path to veterans’ benefits if a Filipino claimed they served alongside the U.S. but is not on the "Missouri List."  President Obama and all Democrats should endorse my legislation and make a commitment to the Filipino community that my bill becomes law.  That way, Filipino Veterans can receive the recognition they deserve,” said Senator Heller.
Background:
After World War II, the U.S. Army created the Approved Revised Reconstructed Guerilla Roster of 1948, also known as the “Missouri List,” based on individuals who came forward after the war to receive healthcare. This list has been used by the military to verify those who served alongside U.S. troops in the Philippines. It is possible that some Filipinos who fought were not added to this list and could be improperly denied benefits.
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