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Heller Votes to Repeal Obama-era SSA Rule

(Washington, DC) – United States Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) issued the following statement after voting in favor of H.J. Res. 40, which overturns a Social Security Administration (SSA) rule dealing with the National Instant Criminal Background Check System:

“The Second Amendment should not be denied to law-abiding citizens without due process of law. Former President Obama’s Social Security Administration’s regulation is a flawed policy that infringes on the constitutional rights of many Nevadans and needed to be repealed. I have always been a defender of the Second Amendment—today’s vote reinforces my commitment to it,” said Senator Dean Heller.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Background:

Upon first hearing of the former Obama Administration’s plans to implement this rule back in 2015, Senator Heller joined his colleagues in voicing their opposition to the SSA developing this flawed policy.  

The resolution provides for congressional disapproval under the Congressional Review Act to overturn the Social Security Administration’s final rule on reporting certain individuals to the National Instant Criminal Background Check System. The rule has been criticized for violating an individual’s due process rights and denying them of their Second Amendment rights. Senator Heller has supported multiple efforts to repeal this rule.  

Furthermore, this rule has been widely opposed by a diverse set of groups, including disability rights advocates as well as Second Amendment supporters.

Repealing the SSA’s regulation keeps existing gun-safety prohibitions in place. Federal law will still prohibit, for example, dangerous and mentally ill individuals from getting firearms. Felons and those with domestic violence convictions also will continue to be prohibited from getting firearms as well. 
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