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ICYMI: Heller: Nevada Has Been Ground Zero of Economic Collapse
Director of the Governor’s Office of Economic Development Steve Hill Testifies during Hearing 

(Washington, D.C.) – Today, the Senate Banking Subcommittee on Economic Policy held a hearing on the state of the economy and the future of the American middle class.  U.S. Senator Dean Heller, who is Ranking Member of the Subcommittee, offered opening remarks and also welcomed the testimony of Nevadan Steve Hill, Director of the Governor’s Office of Economic Development. 

Heller’s opening statement focused on the economic downturn in Nevada:  


CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE CLIP
Steve Hill, Director of Governor Sandoval’s Office of Economic Development, testified about the state of the American Dream and how the economic downturn has affected the Silver State:



CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE CLIP
Following Hill’s testimony, Senator Heller asked about the correlation between raising taxes and job creation:  


CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE CLIP
Senator Heller’s Remarks as Prepared:

“Thank you Chairman Merkley for holding this hearing today.  This is our first hearing in the Economic Policy Subcommittee together and I hope we have many more bipartisan hearings like this in the future.
“It is no secret that the middle class is struggling and what we are talking about today is on the mind of every American.  I can tell you that in my home state, Nevadans are fighting every day for a decent paycheck – a safe home – and a strong community.  
“Unfortunately, Nevada has been ground zero of our economic collapse.  For too long we have led the nation in unemployment, foreclosures, and bankruptcies.  It is absolutely unacceptable that the unemployment rate around the country remains so high because these aren’t just numbers – they are people and families who are struggling day by day to reclaim the American Dream. 
“Every week I hold a telephone town hall and I hear directly from my constituents about the issues that are important to them.  Every week the number one topic that Nevadans raise with me is jobs or the economy.  During these calls I often ask a poll question and ask participants to give me feedback.  Recently I asked the simple question:  Is the economy improving?  79% said they don’t see any signs that things are getting better.
“I have always said we must ensure a strong safety net for the unemployed and those who are struggling. Ultimately, improving the health of our economy and the middle class hinges upon job growth, and it has not received the attention it deserves in Congress.  It is past time for a genuine effort to work in a bipartisan manner to create the certainty and stability that will allow American families and businesses to thrive.
“Now I don’t believe that Washington DC has all the answers to our problems.  The real recovery will come from the small business owner who hires a new employee, the worker who re-enters the labor market, and when the student who recently graduated can find a job.
“I want to thank all of our witnesses for being here today to share their experiences and to offer their suggestions on how we can bring back the American Dream for everyone.
“Thank you Mr. Chairman and I look forward to hearing all of the testimonies from our witnesses.”
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