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ICYMI: Heller: When the Department of Interior Sneezes, Nevada Feels an Earthquake

(Washington, D.C.) – Today, U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) questioned Sally Jewell at the Energy and Natural Resources Committee Hearing on her nomination to be the Secretary of the Interior. Protecting the mining industry in the Silver State and preventing an Endangered Species Act listing for the sage grouse were among Heller’s concerns.
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Partial transcript of Senator Heller’s Questions Below:

1. Mining is important in Nevada, as it is in the entire West… My question is, do you believe that mining is a threat to public lands? 

2. Eighty seven percent of Nevada is owned by the federal government, so when the Interior sneezes, we feel an earthquake. I would hope that you (Sally Jewell) and I can have the discussion to see if there are any changes that can be done to assure that not only are we avoiding these wildfires but at the same time, saving the precious habitat for these sage grouse.
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