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In Case You Missed It: Heller Continues to Advocate for Rural Broadband Improvements

[bookmark: _GoBack]Washington, D.C. – During a Senate Commerce Subcommittee on Communications, Technology, Innovation, and the Internet hearing, U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) discussed his support for rural broadband improvements, and his legislation the Rural Broadband Deployment Streamlining Act. Heller spoke with key stakeholders of the Universal Service Fund (USF) to discuss the importance of his legislation while also touting the effectiveness of utilities like Valley Electric in Nevada located in Pahrump, Nevada. However, what stands in the way to more innovation similar to Valley Electric is burdensome application waiting periods— Heller’s legislation is looking to address just that. Click HERE or below to watch the exchange. 


[Click here or the above image to watch]

Building on his efforts from last Congress, Heller remains committed to bringing broadband access to rural Nevadans and was pleased his amendments from last Congress were included in this year’s MOBILE Now Act (S.19).  

One of the greatest inhibitors to broadband infrastructure expansion is the time it takes for federal agencies, particularly those that manage federal lands, to act on applications for easements or rights-of-way for constructing or modifying broadband infrastructure on federal property. To address this issue, Heller recently introduced bipartisan legislation that would expand Americans’ access to broadband by streamlining the application process required to construct broadband infrastructure on federal lands.
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