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ICYMI: Heller Pushes for Increased Nevada Tourism  
(Washington, D.C.) – Today, at a U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, & Transportation hearing on efforts to attract visitors to the United States, U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) spoke about the importance of increased tourism throughout the State of Nevada.  
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Excerpts from remarks as prepared: 

“It is no secret that tourism is the backbone of my state’s economy. 
“Just last month, Las Vegas experienced the highest visitation in a single month with a record 3.7 million visitors.
“This year, Las Vegas projects that it will break the 40 million visitor mark.  

In fact, for 20 consecutive years, Las Vegas has been the number one meeting and convention destination in North America.
“The impact of tourism to Nevada cannot be understated.  It is truly is the lifeblood of our economy.  
“In fact, in Southern Nevada alone, tourism supports 1 in 2 local jobs and generates $45 billion in total economic impact.
“So tremendous work by the citizens of Nevada have taken place over many years to build our state up.  However there is more that we can do in Washington D.C. to increase tourism nationwide and in Nevada.
“We must continue to identify key growth markets to ensure that tourism in the United States remains competitive.
“One of the strongest areas for growth is the International markets. 
“According to the Las Vegas Convention and Visitor Authority these visitors stay longer and spend more during their stay. 
“I know there are hurdles we have to overcome that are significant but I want to continue to work towards streamlining visa processing, expanding visa waiver programs and bringing direct flights from more international cities whenever possible.
“Overcoming these obstacles and opening up Las Vegas to more International visitors means jobs and benefits the entire economy.  
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