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ICYMI: Heller Speaks About Government Abuse and Property Rights 

(Washington, D.C.) – U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) spoke yesterday on the Senate floor about property rights and the negative effects that government abuse of these rights has on Nevada ranchers.
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Senator Heller’s Remarks as prepared:
 
“Mr./Madam President, I rise today to address an issue that is troubling to me, to my constituents at home in Nevada, and to a growing number of Americans across the country. 
 
“I’m referring, Mr./Madam President, to the tendency of those who lead government agencies to abuse their power, and deprive Americans of their constitutional rights. 
 
“We’ve seen examples of this alarming trend over the last several weeks. The NSA is reportedly confiscating private email and phone records. And the IRS has specifically targeted conservative groups seeking tax-exempt status.
 
“Constituents have flooded my office with phone calls, emails, and letters, demanding to know why their government continues to encroach on their liberty. They’ve had enough. And so have I. 
 
“Recently, the Federal District Court of Nevada ruled that the federal government was abusing its power in my home state.  The Court ruled in favor of private cattle owners in Nevada - ranchers who came to the Court because they felt the federal government was intentionally interfering with their grazing permits and private property rights. 
 
“The court found that for more than two decades, federal officials entrusted with responsibly managing public lands actively conspired to deprive Wayne Hage, and his father’s estate, of their grazing permits and their water rights. 
 
“In its decision, the court ruled that ‘the government had abused its discretion through a series of actions designed to strip the Estate of its grazing permits, and of the ability to use water rights.’
 
“The court described the actions of the government officials as an ‘abuse of executive power,’ that ‘shocked the conscience of the court, and provided a basis for a finding of irreparable harm.’    
 
“Mr./Madam President, there seems to be a pattern emerging here. The federal government is supposed to be entrusted with protecting fundamental rights, like property rights and the right to privacy.  And yet sadly, the American people are left wondering if their own government is living up to that public trust. 
 
“The Framers of the Constitution believed that private property rights were sacred.  The 5th and 14th Amendments specifically prohibit the government from depriving citizens of ‘Life, Liberty, or Property, without Due Process of law.’ And those amendments are there for a reason. 
 
“As the Nevada District Court wrote, ‘Substantive due process protects individuals from arbitrary deprivation of their liberty by government.’
 
“No question, the federal government has an obligation to help manage the nation’s resources, just like it has a duty to keep Americans safe, and to fairly enforce the tax code. 
 
“But these responsibilities require integrity, accountability, and impartiality, and these powers cannot be used to push political or partisan agendas. 
 
“In a state like Nevada, which is made up of land that is 87% federally-controlled, and where resources like water and vegetation are scarce, the role of the government in protecting private property rights is especially important, and cannot be abused by over-zealous government officials. 
 
“The rights of cattle owners and ranchers to have their grazing permits honored is no less important than other forms of property rights secured by law through permits and licensing. And the government cannot be allowed to arbitrarily target certain groups for punishment, and selectively enforce the law. That kind of behavior is precisely what the Framers wanted to guard against.
 
“Whether it’s the IRS targeting groups for their political views, the NSA confiscating mass amounts of private data, or the federal government interfering with property rights, Americans are fed up with this laundry list of examples of the federal government blatantly disrespecting constitutional liberties.   
 
“Fortunately, the federal courts remain open for Americans to defend themselves against government abuse.  But I think it’s a tragedy for American citizens to be subjected to costly, drawn-out litigation in order to make sure their liberties are secured against the very government they’ve entrusted to protect them. 
 
“Mr./Madam President, the American people will not stand for an all-powerful government that ignores their constitutional rights.  It’s long past time that we end this culture of government bullying and harassment. 
 
“The government derives its power from the consent of the governed.  That consent depends on a fair, transparent, and reasonable enforcement of the law. 
 
“If we are to remain the greatest country on earth, and live up to the powerful ideals that inspired our founders, then we must restore the trust of the American people in their government.  And we must begin that process right away.    
 
“Thank you, Mr./Madam President, I yield the floor.”
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