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ICYMI: Heller Urges Senate to Include Common-Sense Amendments to Shaheen-Portman Bill  
(Washington, D.C.) – Yesterday, U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) spoke on the Senate floor about his amendments to the Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act of 2014 (S. 2262). 
Earlier this week, Heller filed the Energy Consumers Relief Act, which he previously introduced as a stand-alone bill. This legislation will help protect Americans from billion-dollar Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulations that would increase energy prices and destroy jobs.

Heller, along with Senator Jon Tester (D-MT), also filed the Public Land Renewable Energy Development Act as an amendment to S. 2262.  This legislation will facilitate renewable energy development by streamlining the permitting process. 
  

CLICK HERE TO VIEW HELLER’S REMARKS



Excerpts from remarks as prepared: 

“As has been discussed much this week, I believe our nation needs a comprehensive energy policy that allows us to develop our own domestic resources and use existing resources more efficiently.  The United States is blessed with abundant natural resources, and we have the ability to ensure an affordable, stable supply of the energy needed to power our economy by developing them responsibly.  

“As a member of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, I have seen how much work has gone into the Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act so far, and have enjoyed being a part of that process.  
“I was disappointed to see procedural steps taken by the Majority yesterday blocking consideration of any amendments – even amendments related to the very legislation we are considering.  I sincerely hope that, prior to the cloture vote on this bill, we can find a bipartisan path forward to vote on important related amendments such as important initiatives like the Keystone XL Pipeline.    

“Earlier this week, I filed two common-sense amendments that I hoped could or would be included in the debate this week. These initiatives would expand renewable energy development across the West and put the brakes on job-killing regulations that threaten to drastically increase our constituents’ electrical bills at a time when middle- class families across the country have already been forced to tighten their belts.   

“My first amendment, #2987, mirrors legislation I introduced in the Senate last December, the Energy Consumers Relief Act.  This initiative would help protect Americans from new billion-dollar EPA regulations that may increase energy prices and destroy jobs.   

“My second amendment, #2992, which I teamed up with my friend from Montana Senator Jon Tester to craft, is an initiative we have been working on for many years.  The Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act is a strong bipartisan proposal that help create jobs, progress towards energy independence, and preserve our nation’s natural wonders by spurring renewable energy development on public lands.  

“In Nevada, we need jobs, not policies that make job creation more difficult.  Energy is one of our state’s greatest assets, and I believe that continuing to develop renewable and alternative sources are important for Nevada’s economic future.  Geothermal and solar production in my state is an integral part of the United States’ “all of the above” energy strategy.   

“I hope the Senate can put partisan politics aside and have the opportunity to vote on related amendments to this bill – like those that I have discussed today.    
“With that Mr./Madam President, I yield the floor.”
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