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Heller Teams with Veterans Committee to 
Unveil New Legislation 

(Washington, DC) –Today, U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) spoke at a press conference to unveil legislation with colleagues on the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee to reform the agency and improve the delivery of care and benefits to our nation’s veterans and their families. The bipartisan agreement, known as the Veterans First Act, ensures our brave heroes are put first and provided the care they were promised. Click HERE or below to watch the video: 
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Background:

Below is a list of legislation led by Senator Heller included in the Veterans First Act: 

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]21st Century Veterans Benefits Delivery Act (S.1203) – Senators Heller and Casey, as Co-Chairs of the Senate VA Backlog Working Group, championed this legislation designed to reform the VA disability claims process and create a system that can withstand surges in disability claims without generating another claims backlog. 

1. Creating A Reliable Environment (CARE) for Veterans’ Dependents Act – Senators Heller and Murray fought for this legislation which would ensure that children of homeless veterans are eligible for services provided to that veteran by VA-funded facilities.

1. Veterans Affairs Research Transparency Act of 2015 (S. 114) – Senator Heller’s legislation promotes greater transparency and sharing of research related to veterans, their health, and other issues by requiring the VA to make taxpayer-funded research for the VA publicly available.

1. The Express Appeals Act (S.2473) – Senator Heller co-led, along with his colleagues Senators Sullivan, Tester, and Casey, legislation establishing a new, voluntary five-year pilot program to help reduce the large backlog of appeals at the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA).  The bill would establish a new channel whereby veterans, upon receiving a decision on an original disability claim by the VA, would have the option to file an express appeal with the Board of Veterans Appeals (BVA), in lieu of the traditional appeals process.
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