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[bookmark: _GoBack]In Case You Missed It: U.S. Senate Panel Advances Legislation that Includes Seven Heller-Backed Provisions to Fight Nevada’s Opioid Crisis
Heller’s Proposals Include Expanding Treatment for Pregnant Women Addicted to Opioids and their Newborns Suffering from Withdrawal
 
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Senate Finance Committee today advanced the Helping to End Addiction and Lessen (HEAL) Substance Use Disorders Act of 2018, legislation that includes seven bipartisan policies that U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) either authored or helped introduce to fight Nevada’s opioid epidemic and provide individuals suffering from addiction increased access to medication and treatment options. A member of the U.S. Senate Finance Committee, Heller voted in support of the legislation, which would strengthen Medicare, Medicaid, and human services programs’ response to the opioid epidemic. The HEAL Substance Use Disorders Act will now go to the full U.S. Senate for consideration. 
 
The HEAL Substance Use Disorders Act includes several bills that Heller championed, including legislation to: encourage the use of non-opioid treatments, assist pregnant mothers with a substance use disorder, and expand care for newborns suffering from withdrawal. 
 
“Each year, hundreds of Nevadans lose their lives to opioid drug overdoses, and that’s why I’ve been fighting to advance this important legislation. Whether it’s helping pregnant mothers who are struggling with substance abuse, expanding access to care for newborns suffering from withdrawal, or cracking down on fraudulent prescriptions, I’ve been working on bipartisan legislation to help Nevada fight the opioid crisis and provide patients with more treatment options,” said Heller. “I was pleased to see seven proposals that I’ve been pushing to get passed included in the HEAL Substance Use Disorders Act, and I was proud to vote for this legislation that will help our communities combat the opioid crisis. I thank Chairman Hatch for his leadership on this critical legislation, and I look forward to continue working to send it to the President’s desk to be signed into law.”  
 
In 2016, over 42,000 Americans and more than 600 Nevadans lost their lives due to opioid drug overdoses, including from prescription painkillers. A Department of Justice report found that misused prescription opioids are often obtained illegally using forged or altered prescriptions and by consulting multiple doctors (“doctor shopping”). The report also determined that most prescription fraud remains undetected. The Every Prescription Conveyed Securely (EPCS) Act, which aims to reduce the number of opioids obtained through fraudulent prescriptions or doctor shopping, is also among the Heller-backed proposals included in the HEAL Substance Use Disorders Act.
 
Heller’s opening statement during the markup can be found HERE or by clicking on the image below.
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[Click HERE or the clip above to play the video.]
 
Background:
1. Securing Flexibility to Treat Substance Use Disorders Act (S.2921): This legislation would codify the managed care rule to provide legal authority for states to cover 15 days of IMD services. [Authored by Heller.]
1. Assessing Barriers to Opioid Use Disorder Treatment Act (S.2909): This legislation would require GAO to identify barriers to doctors’ and pharmacists’ provision of medication-assisted treatment (MAT) in Medicaid. This bill would help support states’ removing barriers so doctors and pharmacists can use the least burdensome MAT distribution methods. [Authored by Heller.]
1. Enhancing Patient Access to Non-Opioid Treatment Options (S.2911): This legislation would clarify states’ legal authority to pursue non-opioid related prescribing. [Authored by Heller.]
1. Informing Seniors about Opioids Act (S.2707): This legislation would update the “Medicare and You” handbook to include information about opioid use, pain management, and alternative pain management treatments. [Heller helped introduce.]
1. Every Prescription Conveyed Securely Act (S.2460): This legislation would require controlled substances for Medicare beneficiaries to be prescribed electronically. [Heller helped introduce.]
1. Help for Moms and Babies Act (S.2922): This legislation would provide protection for pregnant women who have a substance abuse disorder and are seeking treatment within IMDs. This bill would continue providing pregnant women seeking treatment with prenatal and postpartum services for 60 days under Medicaid. [Heller helped introduce.]
1. Caring Recovery for Infants and Babies Act (S.2899): This legislation would recognize residential pediatric care centers within Medicaid to treat babies with neonatal abstinence syndrome. [Heller helped introduce.]
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