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Heller Advocates for Range Funding/ Geothermal Royalties
(Washington, DC)- Today, U.S. Congressman Dean Heller (R-NV) testified before the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee to advocate for greater range restoration funding and the restoration of the local share of geothermal revenues.  Heller’s testimony as prepared is below.
Statement for Interior and Environment Appropriations Subcommittee
3.25.10

Thank you Chairman Moran and Ranking Member Simpson for having me here this morning.    

Nearly 84% of Nevada is controlled by the federal government.  This presents us with many unique challenges and leaves my constituents directly impacted by the funding under this subcommittee’s jurisdiction.   However, today I would like to highlight two issues that are currently of great importance to my state

The health of our rangelands under federal jurisdiction greatly impacts the health of local communities in Nevada.  


Nevada’s rangelands are in serious need of restoration and rehabilitation.  As I am sure both of you are aware, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recently announced that the sage grouse is a candidate for listing under the Endangered Species Act, and in some areas of Nevada, we expect listing to occur sometime in the next few years.  

Sage grouse habitat consists of large portions of Nevada, as well as large portions across many Western states.  To say that an official listing of the sage grouse as an endangered species will have a dramatic impact on the West is a vast understatement.    

Wildfires, invasive weeds and the overpopulation of non-native wild horses have led to severe damage to our range and wildlife populations.  Some of the native wildlife, such as the sage grouse, relies heavily on a healthy sagebrush ecosystem to maintain healthy populations.  

In light of these problems, I would like to voice my support for making rangeland restoration a greater priority.   The two top causes for the decline of sage grouse populations in Nevada are wildfires and invasive weeds.  While I continue to strongly support wildfire suppression as a priority, I also believe greater efforts should be made to curb the infestation of invasive weeds and elevate rangeland restoration as a higher priority. 

The second issue I would like to bring to this committee’s attention is the removal of geothermal royalties to local governments.  

As you know, the FY10 Interior Appropriations legislation contained a provision that stripped counties of the geothermal energy revenue sharing that was enacted as part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005.  

This provision robs counties of their 25 percent share, which they count on to provide services and infrastructure, in part, made necessary by geothermal development and production in their communities.  

Some of our western communities have as little as 2% taxable land base, and geothermal revenue sharing provides a funding stream that allowed counties to fund services such as law enforcement, schools, emergency health care, and other critical infrastructure. 

I have introduced bipartisan legislation with Rep. Mike Thompson to restore the county share of these revenues.  While I believe those revenues should be returned to the local governments this year, I am here today to advocate for the removal of this provision for the next fiscal year.  

At a time when Nevada counties are struggling to address falling revenues, action by Congress suddenly cut a significant portion of their local county budgets.  Nevada has been hit with high foreclosure rates and counties in my district are grappling with increasing unemployment.  Local governments in Nevada are struggling to provide essential services and these revenues are critical. 

While this problem was created as part of FY10 Appropriations, it can be fixed very simply as part of FY11 appropriations.  

During these difficult economic times, this funding is vital and it is my hope that the Committee will right this wrong.  I strongly urge you to reinstate the geothermal royalty share.  

Thank you for your time.
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