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Reps. Heller and Mitchell Introduce Multi Species Conservation Program Act
(Washington, DC) – Today, U.S. Congressman Dean Heller (R-NV) and U.S. Congressman Harry Mitchell (D-AZ) introduced the bipartisan Lower Colorado Multi Species Conservation Program Act (MSCP) to ensure stability for water resource projects on the lower Colorado River while protecting endangered and threatened species.

“In Nevada, we understand the importance of the need to protect water resources from the Colorado River, while protecting endangered species and their habitat. This legislation provides for the long term health of every community that depends upon the water from the lower Colorado River.  Helping southern Nevada better manage their water resources benefits the state as a whole. As a member of House Natural Resources Committee, I will work to move this legislation as quickly as possible,” said Heller.

U.S. Congressman Harry Mitchell of Arizona’s Fifth Congressional District joined Heller on the introduction of this legislation. “The program will create more than 8,100 acres of riparian, marsh and backwater habitat for protected species while helping Arizona address its water and energy needs,” said Mitchell. “This bill has been more than a decade in the making, and I believe it is a worthy, bipartisan compromise.”
The Multi-Species Conservation Program is a regional partnership made up of the Department of the Interior, and various water and power agencies along with non-federal stakeholders.  The program, which this legislation seeks to codify, aims to protect sensitive, threatened and endangered wildlife species while allowing for water project development that helps communities’ better manage their water resources from the lower Colorado River.
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