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Heller Proposals Included in Defense Authorization 
 

(Washington DC) – U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) worked with conferees to secure the inclusion of the William Shemin Jewish World War I Veterans Act and a compromise measure on the effort to bring home the remains of fallen sailors currently buried in Tripoli, Libya in the National Defense Authorization Act of 2012 (H.R. 1540).
Heller introduced the William Shemin Jewish World War I Veterans Act (S. 1727) on October 18, 2011.  This bill requires a review of Jewish World War I veterans’ military records to see if any qualify for the Medal of Honor. Provisions from this bill were included as a part of the conference report. 
“Thousands of Jewish service members have served our country bravely, but some may not have been adequately recognized for their service because of discrimination. Any veteran who has put their life on the line to keep us safe here at home or to defend liberty abroad deserve the opportunity to be thanked and awarded appropriately,” said Senator Heller. 

The conference report also included compromise language to bring home the remains of fallen sailors currently buried in Tripoli, Libya.  

“Our nation has a responsibility to make sure that any fallen member of the Armed Forces is treated with respect.  While I continue to believe that these sailors should be brought home, the inclusion of this measure brings our nation one step closer to honoring their sacrifices.  I’m committed to making sure these fallen sailors receive the recognition they deserve and will continue working with my colleagues until these sailors receive a proper military burial in the country they died defending,” added Heller.
The Defense Authorization bill requires the Secretary of the Navy and Army to provide Congress with recommendations on the proposal to exhume, identify, and relocate the remains of the American sailors killed on September 4, 1804 in Tripoli, Libya within 9 months.  Heller’s bill (S. 1822) would repatriate the remains of sailors killed in the First Barbary War.  
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