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Heller-Casey VA Backlog Bill Clears Committee
Legislation to eliminate VA backlog one step closer to Senate passage

[bookmark: _GoBack](Washington, DC) – Today, the bipartisan 21st Century Veterans Benefits Delivery Act (S. 1203) passed the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. The legislation, introduced earlier this year by Senators Dean Heller (R-NV) and Bob Casey (D-PA), creates reforms at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to eliminate the disability claims backlog and improve the claims process. Click HERE or on the video below to watch Senator Heller’s speech.  
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Background:
In May, Senator’s Heller and Casey released the VA Backlog Working Group 2015 Report in which the Working Group identifies the progress that has been made on the claims backlog since 2014, which Working Group recommendations have been implemented by the VA and Congress, and what actions must still be taken to fully transition the VA to a 21st century benefits delivery system. 

The 21st Century Veterans Benefits Delivery Act and the VA Backlog Working Group 2015 Report were endorsed by several Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs), including Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW),  American Legion, Disabled American Veterans (DAV), Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America (IAVA), and the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). 

Three additional bills, introduced by Senator Heller, were included in S. 1203 as passed by committee.
· Filipino Veterans Promise Act (S. 151) – Senators Heller and Mazie Hirono (D-HI) introduced this bipartisan legislation in January to establish a process for all eligible Filipino veterans to receive the compensation they are entitled to for their service to the United States during World War II. 
· The Veterans Small Business Opportunity and Protection Act (S. 296) – Authored by Senators Heller and Joe Manchin (D-WV), this legislation expands certain eligibility as a veteran-owned business for surviving spouses and dependents. 

· Veterans Affairs Research Transparency Act of 2015 (S. 114) – Introduced by Senator Heller in January, the legislation requires the VA to make taxpayer-funded research for the VA publicly available.
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