Heller Works for Bipartisan Solutions to Break Partisan Gridlock 

Senator Heller understands that Nevadans and Americans across the country are frustrated with political gridlock in Washington. At a time when our country needs cooperation from their elected officials in Washington, political bickering continues to impede progress. 

Heller is committed to finding solutions that serve the best interests of his constituents, regardless of political affiliation. For that reason, Heller has developed a long history of working with both Democrats and Republicans pushing for legislation beneficial to Nevada and the rest of the country. Unfortunately, stories of lawmakers working together to help Americans do not make for the most compelling headlines, so many times these efforts go unreported.

Here are a number of examples where Senator Heller has worked with Democratic colleagues in support of bipartisan legislation: 
Fighting for Nevada in the Senate:

· Coauthored the bipartisan Critical Minerals Policy Act of 2011 (S. 1113) with Senators Nelson, Begich, McCaskill and Stabenow. This bill encourages responsible development of Nevada’s mineral resources.

· Coauthored the Elko Motocross and Tribal Conveyance Act with Senator Reid.  This legislation conveys 275 acres of Bureau of Land Management Land (BLM) to Elko County, Nevada, and requires the land be used only: (1) as a motocross, bicycle, off-highway vehicle, or stock car racing area; or (2) for any other public purpose consistent with the Recreation and Public Purposes Act.  Also holds 373 acres of BLM administered land in trust for the Te-moak Tribe of Western Shoshone Indians of Nevada. (H.R. 5416 in the 111th Congress)

· Coauthored the Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act of 2011 (S. 1775) with Senator Tester to facilitate solar and wind development on public lands. 

· Coauthored the Hoover Power Allocation Act (S. 519) to secure Nevada’s share of power from the Hoover Dam.  This was signed into law on December 20, 2011.

· Sent a letter to President Obama, along with a group of 14 bipartisan Senators on May 26, 2011, urging the President not to regulate coal ash as a hazardous waste under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act. 

· Signed a bipartisan letter on May 24, 2011 to Tim Meeks, administrator of the Western Area Power Authority, asking for a stay on their decision on Hoover Dam power re-marketing decisions. 
· Cosigned a bipartisan letter to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Jackson on April 14, 2011 asking EPA to reconsider the Clean Water Act “guidance” they are preparing. 

Fighting for Nevada in the House of Representatives:

· Led a bipartisan group of lawmakers to advocate for extending the first time homebuyers tax credit by introducing legislation in the 111th Congress.

· Coauthored H.R. 5508, the American Solar Energy Pilot Leasing Act of 2010, with Senator Reid. This bill facilitates solar and wind energy development on public lands.  

· Coauthored H.R. 5735, the Clean Energy, Community, Investment, and Wildlife Conservation Act, with Senator Reid to establish a wind and solar leasing pilot program on public lands. 

· Authored the bipartisan Nellis Dunes National Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Area Act, which would designate roughly 9,000 acres of BLM specifically for OHV use, conveys land to Clark County to develop a motorsports park and economic support area. (H.R. 765, 111th Congress)
· Authored the bipartisan Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program Act to implement an agreement between Arizona, California, and Nevada for water use from the Lower Colorado River. The program creates habitat for threatened and endangered species while allowing for growing Lower Colorado River Basin communities. 

· Coauthored with Sen. Reid the Carson City Vital Community Act of 2009, which provided for the conveyance of Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management land in exchange for specified non-federal land in Carson City (111th Congress).

· Coauthored with Senator Reid H.R. 5370, the Nevada Mining Townsite Conveyance Act to resolve  history mining trespass issues at Goldfield and Ione (111th Congress) 

· Coauthored the Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of Duck Valley Water Rights Settlement Act with Senator Reid (H.R. 5293). This Act approved, ratified, and confirmed the agreement entitled the "Agreement to Establish the Relative Water Rights of the Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley Indian Reservation and the Upstream Water Users, East Fork Owyhee River," and directed Interior to hold tribal water rights in trust. Requires the Tribes to enact a water code to administer such rights. 

· Coauthored with Democratic Representative Mike Thompson H.R. 4060, a bill to repeal provisions that took geothermal royalty sharing away from counties (111th Congress).
· Authored H.R. 2246, a bipartisan bill to provide for the release of any reversionary interests of the United States (including interests under the Union Pacific Railroad Act) in and to specified railroad lands in the City of Reno, Nevada, that were originally granted to the Union Pacific Railroad under the provisions of such Act (110th Congress).

· Coauthored H.R. 2362, the Renewable Energy Permitting Act of 2009 with Senators Ensign and Reid to establish and carry out a pilot program to improve federal renewable energy permit coordination. 

Senator Heller has worked with the entire Nevada delegation on the following bipartisan measures:

· Made a statement before the Senate Judiciary Committee alongside Senator Reid in support of Nevadan Miranda Du’s nomination as Federal District Court Judge.

· Worked to provide a USO lounge at McCarran Airport for the first time. 

· Unified in fighting Yucca Mountain with the entire delegation.

Bipartisan Efforts in the Senate 

· Introduced legislation cosponsored by Democrat Senator Manchin of West Virginia that would prevent Members of Congress from being paid unless the budget and appropriations bills for a given fiscal year are passed before the start of that fiscal year (S. 1981 – No Budget No Pay Act).  Companion legislation was introduced in the House by Representatives by Jim Cooper (D-TN, H.R. 3643).

· Lead Republican with Senator Tom Udall (D-NM) in the 112th Congress and Representative Gabrielle Giffords (D-AZ) in the 111th Congress in efforts that resulted in the successful passage of legislation increasing penalties for using ultralight aircraft for illegal drug smuggling (Ultralight Aircraft Smuggling Prevention Act, S. 1974).  The Heller-Giffords bill passed 412-3. 

· Coauthored a letter with Senator Robert Menendez from New Jersey in support of funding for the establishment of a Smithsonian American Latino Museum; cosponsored related legislation (S. 1868).

· Original Republican cosponsor of a bill authored by Senator Wyden (D-OR) to support growth in utility scale geothermal power, distributed on-site power generation, and heating for buildings and commercial processes, while using clean and renewable American energy (Geothermal Tax Parity Act, S. 1413).

· Introduced legislation to repatriate US Sailors killed in Tripoli in 1804, which was supported by 6 Democrat Senators – including Senators Webb (D-VA) and Kerry (D-MA) (S. 1822). 

· Lead Republican cosponsor of legislation with Senator Tester (D-MT) that would allow the American Legion to accept credit card payments for membership dues (S. 1639 – American Legion Act).  This legislation was passed by Congress.

· Authored a bill with Democratic Senators Klobachar from Minnesota and Begich from Alaska to alleviate the wait times at some embassies and consulates for U.S. travel visas (International Tourism Facilitation Act, S. 1653).

· Only Senate Republican to vote for the Democrat Balanced Budget proposal.

Bipartisan Efforts in the House 

· Coauthored and introduced the Mobile Mammography Promotion Act with Democratic National Committee Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz (in the 112th Congress, H.R. 879) and Representative Melissa Bean (in the 111th Congress, H.R. 2964).  This legislation would allow “mammovans” to be exempt from the federal excise tax on fuel in order to better serve more rural and underserved areas with breast cancer screening.   

· Coauthored bill with Democratic Representative John Lewis to end the federal telephone excise tax that was originally intended to help fund the Spanish-American War in 1898 (H.R. 428 in the 111th Congress).

· Original Republican cosponsor of Democrat Caucus Chairman John Larson’s (D-WA) Energy Efficient Commercial Roofs Act, which would provide a tax incentive to make roofing more energy efficient. 

· Advocated and voted for a renewable energy portfolio standard to require electric suppliers, other than governmental entities and rural electric cooperatives, to provide 15 percent of their electricity using renewable energy resources by the year 2020 (110th Congress).
· Lead Republican on legislation with Congressman Mike Thompson (D-CA) to provide seven year depreciation for motorsports facilities (Motorsports Fairness and Permanency Act, H.R. 1974 in the 111th Congress).

· Coauthored legislation with Representative Mike Thompson to repeal provisions that took geothermal royalty sharing away from counties (H.R. 4060, 111th Congress). 

· Authored the bipartisan Nellis Dunes National Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Area Act to create a specific area on BLM land for OHV activities. 

· Joined Senator Harry Reid (D-NV) and Representative Shelley Berkeley (D-NV) in strongly opposing Yucca Mountain.
Dean Heller has broken with his Republican colleagues in supporting the following proposals:

· Extending unemployment benefits for Nevadans who continue struggling and looking for work.  Senator Heller recently introduced legislation (S. 1885) that extends the current unemployment benefits for another year.  While serving in the House, Heller voted to extend unemployment benefits nine times.

· Prescription drug reimportation, which would introduce more competition in the pharmaceutical market and lower costs for seniors and other Americans who depend on medication. 

· In 2007, voted for stem cell research, which promises meaningful breakthroughs in medical science.

· In 2007, voted for severe penalties for gasoline price gouging – a proposal that was vocally opposed by oil and gas companies.

Senator Heller coauthored and passed the following measures while in the minority: 

· Coauthored and passed with Representative Harry Mitchell (D-AZ) the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program Act to create more efficient water use along the lower Colorado River in Nevada, California, and Arizona reducing the need for water from rural Nevada. 

· Wrote and successfully passed bipartisan legislation to consolidate railroad lands along the Reno Transportation Rail Access Corridor (ReTRAC) to ensure stability for the project’s completion by providing clear title to the land to the City of Reno (H.R. 2246 in the 110th Congress).

· The Carson City Vital Community Act of 2009, a comprehensive lands bill for Carson City that transferred federal land for economic development and protection of open space (111th Congress).

· The Southern Nevada Limited Transition Area Act, which transferred 502 acres of BLM lands to the City of Henderson for commercial use. 

· The Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of Duck Valley Water Rights Settlement Act, which completes and codifies the water use agreement between the Shoshone-Paiute Duck Valley Tribe, the State of Nevada, and individual upstream users, providing them with water rights for irrigation projects.
