Healthcare

The Pelosi healthcare takeover bill (H.R. 3962) will restrict choices, increase healthcare costs, and kill jobs.  Granting a massive government intrusion into individual’s healthcare choices will ultimately lead to fewer options for Americans.  This bill needlessly expands the federal government, raises taxes on small businesses, cuts benefits to seniors, and imposes criminal penalties on Americans who don’t purchase bureaucrat-approved health insurance.  This legislation goes so far as to tax and criminalize those without healthcare insurance.  Massive government expansion and higher taxes is not the reform our nation needs.  There is a reason why members of Congress have excluded themselves from this bill. 
Real healthcare reform will lower the cost of care by including medical liability reform, reimporting prescription drugs, and promoting competition by allowing insurance companies to compete across state lines.  These steps would provide consumers with more choices at less cost. 

Healthcare legislation

Amendment to require members of Congress to enroll in public option.

Mobile Mammography Promotion Act of 2009 (H.R. 2964)

Steps Toward Access and Reform Act of 2009 (H.R. 2483)

Veterans Travel Tax Relief Act of 2009 (H.R. 953)

Economy

Americans across the country are hurting.  With Nevada’s unemployment over 13 percent, my number one priority in Congress is to turn our economy around and get Nevadans back to work.  Despite claims that the stimulus bill would provide an ‘immediate jolt’ to our economy, nearly 3 million jobs have been lost since its passage.  On the heels of the stimulus bill Nancy Pelosi has pushed for even bigger government with trillions in tax increases.  These policies include a national energy tax which is estimated to lose 2.7 million jobs and Pelosi’s healthcare bill which could destroy another 5.5 million.     
Big government is not the answer to fixing our economy.  Congress needs to control wasteful spending and shrink the size of government.  By adopting pro-growth policies that expand tax relief across the board and allow Americans to keep more of what they earn will lead to job creation and economic prosperity in the future.  Capitalism is the foundation of America’s prosperity.  We should embrace these principles not run from them.      
Economy Legislation

Extend and Modify First Time Homebuyer Tax Credit (H.R. 802)

Small Business Microloan Modernization Act of 2009 (H.R. 56)

Reduction of Irresponsible MRA Growth Act (H.R. 3189)
Illegal Immigration

The first step to curbing illegal immigration in the United States is to enforce the laws that already exist.  It is estimated that illegal immigrants cost the American taxpayers nearly $100 billion a year in education, health care, and law enforcement.  If amnesty for illegal immigrants is enacted it could cost taxpayers $2 trillion and higher.  I am strongly opposed to amnesty for illegal immigrants and do not believe it is in the best interest of our country.  

Employers need effective tools to determine if a worker is in our country legally and eligible for work.  Those businesses that knowingly break the law should be fined.  Border security must be increased.  A fence or other physical barrier should be a priority for the safety of our country.  English should be the official language of the United States.  Learning English is a key to success in this nation, and few countries have positive results when they share multiple languages.  Our country needs a practical seasonal guest worker program.  A documented guest worker program can benefit our economy and should be made as simple as possible so as not to be onerous to employers.  

Immigration Legislation
Amendment to Pelosi healthcare bill requiring citizenship verification for taxpayer funded healthcare benefits.

American Elections Act of 2009 (H.R. 764)
Federal Spending and the Deficit

The national deficit for 2009 is $1.4 trillion.  As our national debt grows, the dollar is weakened and Americans have to work more so we can buy less.  Curbing out of control spending and balancing the budget should be a top priority for Congress.  Despite record spending on bailouts, stimulus bill, and programs such as Cash for Clunkers, Congress pushed through a 20% increase in government spending for the 2010 fiscal year.  It is time that more than lip service is paid to controlling government spending.  The only thing that follows record debt and spending is record tax increases.  

For this reason I am a coauthor of the balanced budget amendment that would require our government to live within its means just Americans are required to do.  As our national debt continues to grow, it is time to make fiscal responsibility a real priority.

Housing   
Nevada currently has the unfortunate distinction of leading the nation in foreclosures.   One foreclosure can reduce nearby property values and home equity as much as $220,000.  One The Center for Responsible Lending estimates that roughly one in three households will see their property values drop by $5,000 on average as mortgages from 2005 and 2006 reset at higher interest rates, and a foreclosure lowers the price of neighboring properties by 0.9 percent on average.  
I support expanding and improving the recently-passed first-time homebuyer tax credit would be a good idea and an important first step. I also supported and voted for the American Housing Rescue and Foreclosure Prevention Act (H.R. 3221) in July of 2008 to help address the foreclosure crisis.  This bill, now law, created a voluntary Federal Housing Administration (FHA) program to provide mortgage refinancing assistance to allow families to stay in their homes, protect neighborhoods, and help stabilize the housing market.  The bill also authorizes additional funds to address mortgage fraud and predatory lending, and reformed Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae. 
