Priorities for 2008
Immigration continues to be one of the most important issues in Nevada’s Second District.  I plan to continue the fight against amnesty and will support legislation that strengthens our borders.  Getting a handle on our county’s illegal immigration problem is critical to the future health of the United States.
Wildfires and range health also continue to be an increasingly difficult issue to manage.  One of my first initiatives in Congress was to work for greater funding for wildfire suppression and range restoration projects.  Many of these fires begin on federal land and move to private property.  Congress must find a way to solve this annual cycle of destruction.  Additionally, multi-year disaster relief for public land ranchers is equally as important because range recovery is a multi-year process.

One of my specific legislative priorities is to get the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program Act (H.R. 2515) passed into law. The goal of this bill is to protect sensitive, threatened, and endangered fish and wildlife species and their habitat, while providing both environmental benefits and reliable water and power supplies along the Colorado River.  This legislation is critical to future water resource management in Nevada.

With more than $200 billion in proposed tax increases and bloated spending bills to match, I am deeply concerned with Congress’s current tax and spend attitude.  Middle class families are already getting squeezed by high energy costs, education and college costs, and increases in food and clothing prices.  This “government knows best” attitude threatens the quality of life for middle class families in Nevada.

Finally, Nevada is home to approximately 300,000 veterans.  Congress needs to ensure our veterans are receiving the care they deserve, and no better message can be sent to our current Armed Forces than to fulfill our country’s obligations and promises to our veterans and their families.   Just as veterans answered and fulfilled their duty when our country called, so must our nation now fulfill the promises made to the courageous men and women who served.  

