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Senate Agrees to Heller Sage Grouse Amendment 

(Washington, DC) – Today the Senate agreed to Heller Amendment #452 ordering the Department of the Interior to enter into state conservation agreements with each of the eleven states with sage grouse populations before determining whether the greater sage-grouse should be protected under the Endangered Species Act.
“Listing the sage grouse as an endangered species would have a devastating impact on Nevada’s economy. Like many of the other states, Nevada’s Sagebrush Ecosystem Council has spent years diligently developing a robust action plan to avoid a listing. Further collaboration between the federal government, the state, and local stakeholders will go a much longer way to protect and balance both Nevadans’ way of life and the sage grouse population. I am pleased my colleagues support this important amendment,” said Senator Dean Heller.

Cosponsors of Heller Amendment #452 include Senators Orrin Hatch (R-UT), Mike Lee (R-UT), Jim Inhofe (R-OK), Jim Risch (R-ID), and Mike Crapo (R-ID).

Background:
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) is under a court order to make a listing determination on the Greater Sage Grouse under the Endangered Species Act by September 2015.  If the sage grouse is listed, millions of acres of public and private lands in 11 states would be restricted from development across those states.  Nevada has nearly 17 million acres of land that would be affected in one way or another by a listing.

In January, Senator Heller introduced the Common Sense in Species Protection Act (S. 112). Heller’s bill would require the USFWS to take into account the true economic impact of locking up federal land under the guise of protecting candidate species, like the sage grouse.  The legislation requires additional public input to the economic impact analysis developed by the USFWS.
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