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Heller Statement on Sage Grouse Decision 
(Washington, DC) –Today the U.S. Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service’s announced that the Greater Sage Grouse would be categorized as “warranted but precluded” under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  This determination primarily impacts Humboldt and Elko Counties should an actual listing occur.  However, the Bi-State area sage grouse population, which occurs in portions of Carson City, Lyon, Mineral, Esmeralda, and Douglas Counties in Nevada, as well as in portions of California, has been given a greater listing priority than the greater sage grouse which means a listing could occur in a matter of two or three years.  
“The decision by the Fish and Wildlife Service today deals another huge blow to Nevada counties already struggling in this difficult economy.  A decision of this magnitude could have severe impacts on access to public lands, mining operations, ranching, and renewable energy development throughout the western states.  This action ignores the progress made by western states for sage grouse protection and could threaten jobs across Nevada.  I am deeply concerned with the ramifications of this determination,” said Heller.   

The determination to classify a species as warranted but precluded occurs when the appropriate agency has found that scientifically, a species merits listing as either endangered or threatened under the ESA, but that practically, the listing cannot occur because of other pending proposals to list species.  Each warranted but precluded determination must be updated annually to show expeditious progress in listing those species.  
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