Solar Energy Development Act

· SEDA will make 6.4 Million acres of BLM land in the Southwest (Nevada, Arizona, California, New Mexico) available for leasing for solar development phased in over ten years—which is less than 10% of the more than 650 million acres of Federal land in the United States.  
· According to “Scientific American” the U.S. could theoretically generate 69 percent of our electricity from solar power generated in the Southwestern Untied States.

· Directs the Secretary to conduct a programmatic environmental impact statement (PEIS)—this is a process by which lands can be evaluated en bloc—for suitability for solar leasing. 
· This provision makes solar energy development a multiple-use priority on BLM lands. 

· This legislation would equate to more than 1,000 GW of new power or enough to power 750,000,000 homes.  

· Leasing will be done under a competitive lease sale.

· The legislation specifically excludes sensitive lands from development including, Wilderness Areas, Wilderness Study Areas, Monuments, Wild and Scenic Rivers, National Scenic and Historic Trails, and Resource Natural Areas.  
· Nevada is home to the largest solar plant in the United States at Nellis Air Force Base. The 14 megawatt solar project will generate more than 25 million kilowatt-hours annually of electricity on 140 acres.  While this project is dedicated for use at the base, if projects like this were constructed on non-sensitive BLM lands, they could generate enough electricity to power 13, 200 homes.  

· Approximately 50 permanent jobs are created per 100 megawatts f energy produced. So, if Nevada were to have another project on the scope of the Nellis Solar plant, it would create roughly 700 new jobs.  

· The legislation generates revenue for the US Treasury, state and local governments through a phased-in royalty on the energy produced on these lands.  The royalty rate is:

· 0.25 percent per kw/h in years 1 through 5 of the lease;

· 0.5 percent per kw/h in years 5 through 15 of the lease;

· 1 percent per kw/h in years 15 through 30 of the lease and thereafter.  

· The phased-in royalty will incentivize development of solar projects by allowing for the recouping of costs at the beginning of project which makes it more cost effective.  
