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Senate Passes NDAA Conference Report Including Heller Priorities

(Washington, DC) – United States Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) issued the following statement after priorities he fought for in the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2017 were included in the final NDAA Conference Report, which passed the Senate today and will now go to the President’s desk to be signed into law:

“As a member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee, I remain focused on advocating for the well-being of our veteran and military communities in Nevada and across the nation.  My priorities included in the NDAA will advance the needs of our disabled veterans, service members transitioning out of the military, and every member of the Armed Forces currently serving at home and abroad. I believe these initiatives will truly benefit our nation’s heroes and hope they are implemented quickly once they are signed into law by the President.” said Senator Dean Heller.  

Background: 

Heller Amendment #4233 on Transitioning Service Member Job Training Initiatives
· Background: This amendment requires an assessment of the success and potential improvements to the Job Training, Employment Skills Training, Apprenticeships, and Internships and Skillbridge Initiatives (JTEST-AI) for service members who are being separated from the Armed Services.  The JTEST-AI initiative is not only a win for employers seeking new talent, but also for the outgoing service member who stands to gain critical civilian job skills in a non-military environment while exploring different career paths.

Heller Amendment #4232 Encouraging Department Of Defense to Improve Internet Access for Deployed Service members
· Background: This amendment encourages the DOD to enter into contracts with third party vendors to provide free access to wireless high-speed internet to all members of the Armed Forces who are deployed overseas at any United States military facility.

Heller Amendment #4235 to Ensure Space-A Travel to Certain Disabled Veterans
· Background: Space-A travel is a means of travel by which retired members of the armed forces are permitted to travel on military-operated or commissioned aircraft when there is extra space.  Heller is fighting to ensure disabled veterans who have a permanent service-connected disability rated as 100 percent are eligible for this important benefit.

Heller Amendment #4234 on the Status of Concealed-Carry on U.S. Military Bases 
· Background: Last year, the Fiscal Year 2017 National Defense Authorization Act (Sec. 526 of Public Law 114-92) included a provision from Senator Heller to establish a process for commanders to allow service members to carry a personal firearm on base for protection. This amendment would ensure the DOD institutes this process. 
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