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[bookmark: _GoBack]Senate Passes Heller Bill to Reform FCC Reporting
 
Washington, D.C. – U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) today hailed Senate passage of his Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Consolidated Reporting Act, S. 174. Authored by Heller, the bipartisan proposal helps streamline FCC reporting by requiring the commission to consolidate many of its current reports and create a single report at the start of a new Congress on the competition of voice, video, and data distribution in rural, urban, residential, and business sectors. This consolidated, biennial Communications Marketplace Report would better reflect today’s technology and communications marketplace as lawmakers look to advance policies that will promote competition and innovation. 
 
“Creating a consolidated Communications Marketplace Report is a good government reform that will allow Congress to better evaluate the marketplace for Nevadans,” Heller said. “Assessing whether current laws and regulations pose a barrier of entry to competition in the telecommunications industry continues to be a top priority of mine. I’m proud to see the Senate come to agreement on a commonsense, bipartisan bill that I’ve been championing for several years. I am confident that we will find a path forward with the House to get this legislation signed into law.”
 
Heller’s proposal unanimously passed the Senate this afternoon. Sen. Brian Schatz (D-HI) is the co-lead of the bill.

Congressman Steve Scalise, R-LA, introduced similar legislation in the U.S. House of Representatives. The measure was unanimously approved by the House in a voice vote earlier this year.
 
Heller, who serves on the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, introduced similar versions of the bill the past three Congresses.
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