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Heller Introduces Solar Energy 

Development Act 
(Washington, DC) – Today U.S. Congressman Dean Heller (R-NV) Introduced the Solar Energy Development Act.  This bill will make 6.4 Million acres of Bureau of Land Management land available for solar energy development.  This would equate to more than 1,000 GW of new power, enough energy for 750,000,000 homes.  

“It is no secret that Nevada is rich in renewable energy potential.  Since Nevada is more than 85% federally controlled, federal land management agencies must play a part in the long-term energy development in our state.  The State of Nevada, Congress, and the Administration is focusing on the development of renewable energy and creating green collar jobs.  My legislation will bring these projects and jobs to Nevada and other Southwestern states,” said Heller.         
The Solar Energy Development Act (SEDA): 

· SEDA will make 6.4 Million acres of BLM land in the Southwest available for leasing for solar development, phased in over ten years.
· Excludes sensitive lands such as wilderness areas and national monuments. 
· Requires the Secretary of the Interior to identify public land best suited for solar energy, create a programmatic environmental impact statement, and apply an integrated royalty schedule while new solar developments recoup capitol costs. 
· The legislation generates revenue for the U.S. Treasury, state and local governments through a royalty on the energy produced on these lands.
· According to the Solar Energy Research and Education Foundation, solar energy facilities create approximately 50 permanent jobs per 100 mw of energy produced.  A new 14 MW solar plant similar to the facility at Nellis Air Force Base could create 700 new jobs.
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