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Heller Bill to Repatriate Fallen Sailors of Tripoli Passes Senate

[bookmark: _GoBack](Washington DC) – U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) today praised Senate passage of bipartisan legislation he introduced to bring home the remains of fallen sailors currently buried in Tripoli, Libya.  The measure mandates that these sailors, who were killed in the First Barbary War, are removed from neglected mass graves and brought home for a proper military burial. 

“These servicemen are currently buried in poorly kept mass graves far away from the country they served and died defending.  Members from the House and the Senate, Democrats and Republicans, all agree that it’s time to show these men the honor they deserve. Bringing them home and giving these men a proper military burial will allow their families and other Americans an opportunity to better remember the sacrifices they made for our great nation,” said Senator Heller. 

These sailors were killed when the U.S. Ketch INTREPID exploded in the Tripoli Harbor in September 1804. This legislation would require the Department of Defense to exhume their remains, identify them and send them to a veterans cemetery located in proximity to the closest living family member or at another cemetery determined by the Secretary for military burial. 

A similar measure has already passed the House of Representatives.  Additionally, the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the American Legion have issued letters of support. 

Senators Rich Blumenthal (D-CT), John Boozman (R-AR), Scott Brown (R-MA), Jim Inhofe (R-OK), John Kerry (D-MA), Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), Bob Menendez (D-NJ), Jim Webb (D-VA), and Ron Wyden (D-OR) co-sponsored Senator Heller’s legislation. 
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