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VA Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act Passes U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C – Today, the Veterans Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act passed the U.S. Senate in a bipartisan vote. The legislation was introduced by U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), and cosponsored by U.S. Senators Dean Heller (R-NV), Johnny Isakson (R-GA), chairman of the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Jon Tester (D-MT), ranking member of the committee, among others. This legislation will provide the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) with the authority to fire bad employees and ensure appropriate protections for whistleblowers.

The Veterans Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act is commonsense legislation that will ensure the VA is working on behalf of veterans,” said Heller. With this legislation, we can continue to improve accountability as well as protect those employees who do good work. I hope to see this legislation move quickly to the president’s desk and become law because it is another step in the right direction for reform at the VA.”

Currently, the VA does not have the ability to swiftly fire bad employees, and unfortunately the VA places these individuals on administrative leave, sometimes for long periods of time, until a final decision is reached. It is a disservice to veterans that poorly-performing employees cannot be quickly terminated and instead are allowed to continue collecting a paycheck during a lengthy removal process. The Veterans Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Protection Act shortens the removal process for bad employees, protects whistleblowers, and prohibits bonuses for employees who have been found guilty of wrongdoing.

Earlier this year, Heller joined Senators Johnny Isakson (R-GA), chairman of the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Jon Tester (D-MT), ranking member of the committee, along with Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), John McCain (R-AZ), Jerry Moran (R-KS), Bill Nelson, (D-FL), and Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) as an original cosponsor. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In May, this legislation passed out of the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. Heller serves as a senior member of that committee and uses his role to advocate on behalf of Nevada’s 300,000 veterans. 
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