Hi. This is Congressman Dean Heller, and I represent Nevada’s sprawling second district in the United States House of Representatives. 
Representing a district that encompasses more than 105,000 square miles, I’ve seen first-hand the negative effects of record high gas prices. High fuel prices increase the cost of food, clothes, and nearly all consumer goods. These high fuel prices are also hurting the ability of our local police departments and firefighters to provide essential services to the public, not to mention the toll these record costs are taking on families, commuters, truckers, and small business owners.

In fact, two national surveys this week found that gas prices are the top concerns among families. 

The Kaiser Family Foundation says that paying for gas is American families’ top economic concern right now and a Gallup poll released yesterday found that Americans believe rising gas prices are more pressing than health care, housing, and rising food prices.  But I have been listening to my constituents, and I don’t need a poll to confirm how important this issue is to my district and the country.
It’s not hard to figure out why. Over the past two weeks, we have seen gas prices shatter record highs each consecutive day, a trend that will certainly continue as we approach and begin the peak travel season. The national average for regular unleaded gasoline -- $3.62 – is nearly $1.30 higher than it was the day Nancy Pelosi was sworn in as Speaker of the House two Januarys ago.

Going back a bit further, it’s been more than two years now since Speaker Pelosi promised the American people a “commonsense plan to help bring down skyrocketing gas prices.” Her failure to reveal this plan has left Americans paying a $1.30 Pelosi Premium at the pump.  It’s time for answers and leadership, not empty promises.
Last week, in an effort to work with Democrats to deal the effects of the Pelosi Premium, I introduced legislation calling on the Speaker to reveal her commonsense – but apparently secret – plan to lower gas prices. I also offered an amendment to research ways to lower the price of fuel for Americans and small businesses.  I’m sorry to say that nearly to a person, my Democrat colleagues voted against this commonsense proposal – serving once again as a roadblock to a much-needed discussion over the best way to give the American people some help at the pump.

Enough is enough: in cities and towns around America, the Pelosi Premium has pushed the price of gas clear past the $4.00 mark. My Republican colleagues and I hear the American family’s call for action, and we stand ready to work with Democrats to reduce our dependence on foreign sources of energy, lower energy prices here at home, and invest in all forms of energy to create American jobs and grow our economy.

This is Congressman Dean Heller. Thank you for listening.
