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[bookmark: _GoBack]A Year of Progress: Record-Breaking Number of Circuit Court Judges Confirmed in 2017 with Heller’s Support
 
WASHINGTON – In 2017, with help and support from U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV), the U.S. Senate delivered on President Trump’s promise to the American public by confirming a number of conservative judges to the federal bench. 
 
Among the total 19 conservative judges confirmed this year is Justice Neil Gorsuch, who filled the vacant U.S. Supreme Court seat of Justice Antonin Scalia following his death. Additionally, the U.S. Senate confirmed more circuit court judge nominees under President Trump than any other President in modern history has had confirmed during their first year in office.

“Under the leadership of President Trump and the Senate Judiciary Committee, this year the Senate confirmed a remarkable number of well-qualified conservative judges to the federal bench,” said Heller. “As a strong believer in the U.S. Constitution, I know that it matters who serves on these courts. The Constitution should drive all the decisions we make in this body, and the Constitution should be the focus of the judges on our federal courts. I’m incredibly proud that in addition to putting Justice Neil Gorsuch on the Supreme Court, the Senate also broke a record for the number of circuit court judge nominees confirmed during the first year of President Trump’s Administration. This is exactly what the American people sent us to do – to deliver results – and that’s why I look forward to working with my colleagues in the New Year to maintain this pace and fill the numerous judicial vacancies.”
 
In October, Heller pushed his colleagues to work full-time, 24/7 for the remainder of the year to combat Democrat obstruction and get results for the American people. At the time, the Senate had confirmed only seven judges. Since Heller’s call to speed up the number of confirmations, the Senate has confirmed an additional 12 judges.  
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