What's the best strategy for aiding unemployed and underemployed Nevadans in the coming year?

Congress has spent months debating healthcare; yet economic recovery has received little attention.  Americans across the country are hurting.  With Nevada’s unemployment at more than 12 percent, my number one priority in Congress is to turn our economy around and get Nevadans back to work.  Despite claims that the stimulus bill would provide an ‘immediate jolt’ to our economy, nearly 3 million jobs have been lost since its passage. Recently, the House passed a second stimulus bill modeled after the first failed program.  This bill passed without a single hearing.  
The federal government has grown exponentially over the past three years.  Big government and massive debt is not the answer to fixing our economy.  If deficit spending were the answer, our country would be well on its way to economic recovery.  Congress needs to control wasteful spending and shrink the size of government.  Adopting pro-growth policies that expand tax relief across the board and allow Americans to keep more of what they earn will lead to job creation and economic prosperity in the future.  Capitalism is the foundation of America’s prosperity.  We should embrace these principles not run from them.      
-What programs are in the works for folks losing their homes to foreclosure?

Nevada currently has the unfortunate distinction of leading the nation in foreclosures.   One foreclosure can reduce nearby property values and home equity as much as $220,000.  The Center for Responsible Lending estimates that roughly one in three households will see their property values drop by $5,000 on average as mortgages from 2005 and 2006 reset at higher interest rates, and a foreclosure lowers the price of neighboring properties by 0.9 percent on average.  

I support expanding and improving the first-time homebuyer tax credit which would be an important first step to decreasing the housing inventory on our state.  I also supported and voted for the American Housing Rescue and Foreclosure Prevention Act (H.R. 3221) in July of 2008 to help address the foreclosure crisis.  This bill, now law, created a voluntary Federal Housing Administration (FHA) program to provide mortgage refinancing assistance to allow families to stay in their homes, protect neighborhoods, and help stabilize the housing market.  The bill also authorizes additional funds to address mortgage fraud and predatory lending, and reformed Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae.
 

-What's your position and goals for troop withdrawals/deployment in Iraq and Afghanistan? 

In the past my decisions on troop needs have been based upon the recommendations of our generals and military personnel in the field.  I am deeply interested in the military’s current assessment of the war in Afghanistan and the merits of the new plan.  It is my hope the Administration’s new plan provides our military with the resources it needs to ultimately wind down our military presence and empower the Afghan people to govern their country.     

 

Ultimately, Iraqis and the Afghans need to take control of their own countries so they can provide long-term stability and do not become a safe haven for terrorists.  I fully support our troops and they should be given the resources they need to succeed.  

-What's your main objections to the health care proposals that Democrats are pushing? How would you prefer that Congress approach health care legislation? 

The healthcare bill that passed the House will increase insurance premiums, kill jobs with new taxes and mandates on small businesses, and dramatically cuts Medicare benefits for Nevada’s seniors.  The Pelosi healthcare bill nearly doubled in size from what was considered in the Ways and Means Committee.  Massive government expansion and higher taxes is not the reforms our nation needs.  

Instead, Congress should promote competition by encouraging health insurance companies to compete across state lines; provide tax breaks for individuals who buy their own insurance and for businesses that provide health insurance to their employees; and allow association health plans to provide insurance to their members.  During the healthcare debate I offered amendments to create a loan forgiveness plan for healthcare professionals that work in underserved areas such as rural Nevada and provide tax breaks for doctors who take indigent patients as an alternative to emergency rooms.  I have also authored legislation to help control costs in the healthcare system by instituting medical liability reform to curb frivolous lawsuits and allow the reimportation of prescription drugs to bring down the cost of prescription drug prices.   
