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Senate Passes Heller-Hirono Legislation Awarding Congressional Gold Medal to WWII Filipino Veterans
 
(Washington, DC) – Recently, U.S. Senators Dean Heller (R-NV) and Mazie Hirono (D-HI) announced the U.S. Senate passed their bipartisan legislation, the Filipino Veterans of World War II Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2015 (S.1555), which awards the Congressional Gold Medal to Filipino Veterans of World War II.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Our nation’s Filipino veterans made tremendous sacrifices during World War II and played a big part in our victory. As such, they should be recognized for their service and awarded the Congressional Gold Medal,” said Senator Dean Heller. “Nevada is home to ‘The Mighty Five’ Filipino veterans – a group of heroes I have had the pleasure of getting to know over the years. While some are no longer with us, I am proud this legislation will finally ensure they receive proper recognition for their valiant acts of military service.”

“Today, the Senate provided recognition to Filipino World War II veterans for their brave and courageous service to the United States,” said Senator Mazie Hirono. “These veterans were instrumental to an Allied victory, but their fight didn’t end with the war. For decades, they have had to fight for the benefits they have earned, and to be reunited with their families in the United States. I thank my Senate colleagues for joining me in recognizing these veterans’ service and sacrifice with the Congressional Gold Medal, one of our nation’s highest civilian honors.”

Background: 
This effort is part of a movement to obtain national recognition for Filipino and Filipino-American World War II soldiers across the United States and Philippines for their instrumental wartime service to the United States and strategic role in the Allied victory over the Empire of Japan.
The legislation acknowledges over 260,000 Filipino and Filipino-American soldiers who responded to President Roosevelt’s call-to-duty and fought under the American flag against the Imperial Forces of Japan during World War II.
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