Congressional Questions

How do you view the transportation issues in Nevada? Is there a need for more federal funds to build more highways throughout the state, but especially in Southern Nevada? 

Highways and transportation are integral to commerce and the economy in Nevada.  The large U.S. highway system creates mobility, connectivity and economic access.  It is critical to Nevada’s future that our transportation infrastructure remains well maintained and can accommodate the needs of our communities and tourism industry.  
Several congressmen have introduced or sponsored a bill that would set up a federal panel to study internet gaming. Others are calling for a complete repeal of the UIGEA. Where do you stand on this issue on why?

I believe gaming should be primarily subject to state – not federal – regulation.  Therefore I supported and voted for H.R. 6870 as a member of the House Financial Services Committee.  This bill would require Federal financial regulators to scrap the proposed regulations required by UIGEA, except for sports betting by Americans.    

The federal government once considered an excise tax on gaming. How would you work to defeat that effort should it come up again? 

The Nevada delegation works closely together on issues affecting our state.  In this fashion, we would hold up and kill any legislation that negatively affects gaming and tourism in Nevada.  The delegation has long used this approach against Yucca Mountain and other legislation with a detrimental impact on our state.    
The Yucca Mountain Nuclear Repository is back in the news, now with a new four-year study that seems to have brought it back to life. Do we continue to fight it or do we see what we can get out of the federal government in terms of dollars and other incentives for hosting it in Nevada? 

Yucca Mountain is on its last leg and now is no time to let up the fight against it.  Also relying on federal monetary benefits for Yucca Mountain is a false hope for Nevada.  The federal government has thousands of unfunded programs and incentives to Nevada would become one more.  
The gaming industry is enduring difficult times in Nevada. As a congressman or woman, you can’t do much for the business climate, but you can encourage more tourism and air service. Are there any notions to increase efforts in those areas?

As the economy struggles, tourism will also struggle.  Until we find solutions to our energy problems, air service will be negatively affected.  I support comprehensive energy legislation that promotes conservation, encourages the development of alternative and renewable energy, and allows our country to pursue our own natural resources.        
