[image: image1.jpg]



For Immediate Release:                                                               Contact: Chandler Smith
January 14, 2014  






 
 202-224-6244          
GOP Senators Announce Details on Alternative for Unemployment Insurance Pay-for 

Senators Heller, Collins, Portman, Ayotte, Coats, Murkowski, Isakson, and Hoeven Collins, Ayotte, Coats, Hoeven, Isakson, Murkowski, Portman file package that is fully paid for, repeals military retiree cuts, protects cuts for Medicare providers  
(Washington, D.C.) –Republican Senators negotiating a fully paid for, three-month extension of unemployment insurance benefits have released details of the modified extension.  Senators Dean Heller (R-NV), Susan Collins (R-ME), Kelly Ayotte (R-NH), Dan Coats (R-IN), John Hoeven (R-ND), Johnny Isakson (R-GA), Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), and Rob Portman (R-OH) filed the package as an amendment to S. 1845 today.

The modified extension includes a repeal of the recent cuts in the military retiree cost-of-living adjustment included in December's budget agreement and protects cuts to Medicare included in the Democrats’ proposal. 
Details of the fully paid for, three-month emergency unemployment compensation extension: 

· Fully offsets the three-month extension by spreading the Majority’s proposed savings across the current 10-year budget window, but exempts Medicare providers from further cuts.  The proposal would not increase sequestration of defense resources.
· By increasing the non-Medicare, non-defense mandatory sequestration for the next nine years, this offset that would lessen the impact of the offset by spreading it over a longer period of time, as opposed to increasing sequestration in a two-year window, as proposed by the Majority. 

· This offset can be scored by Congressional Budget Office in the current 10-year window to pay for the extension, unlike the offset proposed by the Majority 

· Extends the unemployment compensation benefits for three months, and implements the reduced number in weeks proposed by the Majority.  The proposal retains the Reed/Reid reduction in weeks of eligibility for emergency unemployment tiers 1 and 2, which reduces maximum time from 73 weeks to 57 weeks. 

· Accepts language proposed by the Majority to prevent unemployment insurance and disability insurance “double-dipping” as a partial offset‎ and reform piece. This would prevent individuals from receiving both unemployment insurance benefits and Social Security disability benefits at the same time. 

· Repeals military retirement cost-of-living reduction included in December's budget agreement. 
· Allow for five votes on Majority-related amendments and five votes on Minority-related amendments.
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