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Heller Healthcare Prescription 
Problem:  The Democrat healthcare bill (H.R. 3200) does not include any mechanism to ensure the President’s goal of citizenship verification is met.  However, over the weekend, the White House announced its support for required citizenship verification for individuals who purchase health insurance through the government-run exchange (http://firstread.msnbc.msn.com/archive/2009/09/11/2065287.aspx).  

Prescription: Heller offered an amendment in the House Ways & Means Committee markup on H.R. 3200 that would have required those applying for insurance within the Exchange to undergo eligibility verification through existing programs used by state welfare agencies.  The amendment, offered on July 16, 2009, was defeated on a party-line vote.

U.S. Congressman Dean Heller (R-NV) is a member of the House Ways and Means Committee.  It has been 53 days since Heller sent his first letter to President Barack Obama requesting elected officials be required to enroll in the government-run plan.  The White House has not yet responded. A follow-up letter offering additional ideas for healthcare reform was sent Wednesday, September 9, 2009.  
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