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Heller Healthcare Prescription 
Problem: Medicare payments to rural hospitals and physicians are dramatically less than those to their urban counterparts for equivalent services. This correlates closely with the fact that more than 470 rural hospitals have closed in the past 25 years.

Prescription: Heller proposed an amendment during the House Ways & Means Committee markup of H.R. 3200 that would provide up to $100,000 in loan repayment for physicians who have practiced at least three years in an underserved area, and agree to practice for at least another four years in an underserved community.  Unfortunately, this amendment was defeated along a party line of vote 26 – 15.  
U.S. Congressman Dean Heller (R-NV) is a member of the House Ways and Means Committee.  It has been 61 days since Heller sent his first letter to President Barack Obama requesting elected officials be required to enroll in the government-run plan.  The White House has not yet responded. A follow-up letter offering additional ideas for healthcare reform was sent Wednesday, September 9, 2009.  
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