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Senators Call for Congress to Take Lead, Not FCC, on Net Neutrality Issue  
(Washington, D.C.) – Today, U.S. Senators Dean Heller (R-NV), NAME and NAME released the following statement after the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) announced it will vote to open a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) to attempt, for the third time over the course of the last seven years, to regulate the Internet despite the existence of a demonstrated market failure.   

“If the last two weeks at the FCC has not underscored the need for Congress to take the lead on Internet policy, we are not sure what will.  For the third time in less than a decade, the FCC is trying to regulate the Internet in some fashion.  Many are discussing whether the proposal the Chairman has outlined does enough to regulate the Internet.  This is misguided.  The conversation should focus on if we need any regulation at all, especially minus a demonstrated market failure. 

“We continue to believe that applying a 19th century framework to 21st century innovative and disruptive technologies is not what a progressive Internet policy should look like.  Instead of exporting this critical policy issue to the FCC, Congress should get to work on an Internet policy that will put consumers and competition first.   

With Congress taking the lead, we can meet the demands of all Americans who are increasingly turning to the Internet to access voice services, video, and data without upending the ‘light touch’ regulatory framework that is in existence today.  According to 28 Chief Executive Officers of telecommunication companies, the current framework support nearly 11 million jobs annually in the U.S. and has unleashed over $1.2 trillion dollars of investment in advanced wired and wireless broadband networks, as well as an entirely new apps economy. We see an average of over $60 billion poured into cable, fiber, fixed and mobile wireless, phone, and satellite broadband networks each and every year.  It is critical that Congress has a say in ensuring that the Internet, an engine of development, continues to foster economic development and growth.”  
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