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Heller Fights to Restore Benefits for Military Retirees
(Washington, D.C.) – This week, U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV), along with seven of his Republican colleagues, led the fight to repeal recent cuts in the military retiree cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) included in December's budget agreement. The proposal to restore these important benefits was included in Heller’s legislation to preserve federal unemployment insurance for approximately 1.3 million long-term unemployed Americans.

“Not only could we have extended unemployment benefits for the 17,000 Nevadans seeking work, we also could have repealed the recent cuts in the military retiree cost-of-living adjustment. Our heroes have served this nation bravely, and do not deserve to have their benefits compromised in any way. Until Congress gets serious about supporting military retirees and their families, I will continue fighting to restore these unfair cuts in full,” said Senator Dean Heller regarding the effort to ensure these benefits. 
Heller filed the legislation yesterday, along with seven other Senators. The package would have repealed recent cuts in the military retiree cost-of-living adjustment as well as offsets to pay for restoring these benefits. 

Yesterday afternoon, the Senate Majority rejected the proposal. 

Background

· Senator Heller introduced an amendment to The Unemployment Insurance Extension Act (S. 1845) that included a provision to repeal the unfair COLA reduction for military retirees that was included in the recent budget agreement.
· In December, Senator Heller voted against the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013, introduced by Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) and Congressman Paul Ryan (R-WI). The bill unfairly singled out military retirees and their families by making cuts to their hard-earned retirement benefits. 
· Senator Heller cosponsored the Veterans' Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2013 (PL-113-52). The law provides for an increase in the rates of compensation for veterans with service-connected disabilities and the rates of dependency and indemnity compensation for the survivors of certain disabled veterans.
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