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Heller Cosponsors Violence Against Women Act
(Washington, D.C.) – Today, U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) announced his cosponsorship of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA).  This legislation provides vital services for victims and their dependents, helping those affected by domestic violence find safety and opportunities to rebuild their lives. 
“Nevada’s struggling economy has limited state resources to help those who are affected by domestic abuse. Organizations that work hard every day to address domestic violence deserve the much needed certainty. Bottom line, reauthorizing VAWA should not be a political issue. I hope that Congress moves quickly on this measure so that we can further the important goal of reducing violence in all its forms and help those who have no voice,” said Senator Dean Heller.

Last Congress, Senator Heller signed onto VAWA as the critical 60th cosponsor in the Senate. Heller’s cosponsorship gave the legislation the support it needed to pass cloture, a procedural vote with a 60-vote threshold required before final passage. In April, he spoke on the Senate floor in support of VAWA. Click here to view the clip. 
For more information about the VAWA, please read the story below:

CQ Roll Call

Leahy Says VAWA Has 60-Vote Threshold 

By Meredith Shiner

January 31, 2013 
Sen. Patrick J. Leahy, D-Vt., announced Thursday that he has built a 60-vote, filibuster-proof majority to advance the Violence Against Women Act — an 18-year-old measure protecting domestically abused Americans that lapsed at the end of last Congress when lawmakers failed to approve its reauthorization.

The pending legislation would be a five-year extension of the act and would expand protections for gay and lesbian victims as well as American Indians. 

“JUST TOPPED ‘magic number’ of 60 bipartisan cosponsors of my #VAWA legisl.; We’re moving briskly toward Senate vote on the Leahy-Crapo Bill,” the 72-year-old senator’s office wrote on Twitter.

According to the Judiciary Committee, which Leahy leads, the seven Republicans who will join Democrats to support the measure are Sens. Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire, Michael D. Crapo of Idaho, Susan Collins of Maine, Dean Heller of Nevada, Jerry Moran of Kansas, Mark S. Kirk of Illinois and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska.

Democrats made tweaks to the bill from last Congress, eliminating a provision that would have expanded an emergency visa program for immigrant victims of abuse. The measure was included in the bill passed last Congress by the Senate; however, because it contained a revenue-generating provision, it was technically unconstitutional. House Republicans would not agree to helping Senate Democrats keep the measure, as it was one of several provisions they did not support. Democrats believe they can expand the program when the Senate takes up immigration revisions, which the Judiciary Committee will also oversee, though passage of a comprehensive immigration bill is less likely than the VAWA reauthorization.

Other areas of conflict between the House and Senate centered on a provision in the Senate bill that would allow tribal courts to prosecute citizen abusers when the victims are American Indians. The new bill still includes this measure, and it’s unclear how House Republicans will proceed. House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., had engaged in some last-minute negotiating with Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. at the end of last year, but those talks proved unfruitful.

Reps. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., and Tom Cole, R-Okla., had introduced compromise language in 2012 on the tribal issue, but it did not enjoy full GOP Conference support.

The timing of a full Senate vote on the streamlined bill is not immediately clear. Leahy said in a hearing Wednesday that he expects a vote in the next few weeks, but the chairman is also very busy with other issues. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., has called for a formal committee process on an immigration overhaul and gun control, both of which fall under Judiciary’s purview.
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