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Heller: DHS Has Responded to Nevadans’ Concerns about Terrorism
(Washington, D.C.) – Today, U.S. Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) welcomed an announcement from the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) indicating that Las Vegas will receive resources needed to prepare for possible threats of terrorism. 
“I am pleased that DHS has responded to concerns that I have expressed, along with local mayors, Clark County safety officials and members of the Nevada delegation, about Las Vegas’ ability to combat terrorism. Las Vegas is a unique city with unique challenges, a point that I have repeatedly stressed with Secretary Johnson through both conversations and letters. While DHS has not yet changed the modeling with which they assess risk, today’s announcement is a step in the right direction towards accurately evaluating the threats posed to Las Vegas and the Silver State,” said Senator Dean Heller. 

On January 23, 2014, Senator Heller led a call with the mayors of Boulder City, Henderson, Las Vegas, Mesquite and North Las Vegas to discuss needs related to the Department of Homeland Security's Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI).  Also in January, Senator Heller sent a letter to Secretary Johnson asking the Secretary to review the current Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) formula used to determine risk of terror threats in urban areas such as Las Vegas. 
Senator Heller joined with Representatives Joe Heck (NV-03) and Mark Amodei (NV-02) in an additional letter asking Secretary Johnson to take Las Vegas’ unique characteristics into consideration when determining resources to allocate to the region. On February 12, Senator Heller’s office conducted a call with Clark County mayors, safety officials, and FEMA about how best to evaluate Clark County’s needs. In March, Senator Heller spoke with Secretary Johnson directly about the issue. 
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