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Dear Reader: o

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and
Decision Record (DR) for the Simpson Park Range Wild Horse Removal. The public review and
comment period for the Simpson Park Range Wild Horse Removal Environmental Assessment
(NV062-EA04-35) ended at 4:30 p-m. on October 31, 2005. The Battle Mountain Field Office
did not receive any comments from the interested parties, thus, no changes were made to the
Environmental Assessment, The enclosed FONST and Decision Record constitute my final

decision and are approved for implementation upon the date of my signature.

Sincer

A

Dou A;?;/
Assistatt Field Manager

Renewable Resources

Enclosures: 3

1. FONSI/DR for the Simpson Park Range Wild Horse Removal

2. Interested Publics Mailing List for Simpson Park Removal Area

3. Form 1842-1 Information on Taking Appeals to the Interior Board of Land Appeals



FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMpaCT
FOR
Simpson Park Range Wild Horse Removal
Project # NV062-EA04-35

Finding of No Significant Impact

Environmental Assessment (EA) NVOﬁZ—EAM-SS, dated October 2005 has been

Shoshone-Eureka Resource Management Plan, and is consistent with the plans and
policies of neighboring local, county, state, tribal and federg] agencies and governments.
This finding and conclusion is based on my consideration of the Council on
Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) criteria for significance (40 CFR 1508.27), both with
regard to the context and the intensity of impacts described in the EA.

Context

counties.

The Proposed Action is to completely remove wild horses within the identified project
area which have established residence outside of any of the 14 BMFO designated Herd
Management Area boundaries as wel] ag remove all wild horses located in the portion of
the Hickison HMA which extends north of Highway 50 which was identified for wild
burro management in the Shoshone-Eureka Rangeland Program Summary.

Intensity



prior to the construction of temporary trap sites and holding facilities. Standard
Operating Procedures will be followed to minimize stress on wild horses. Wild horses
removed from the project area will be placed for adoption or long-term holding.

2) The degree to which the proposed action affects public health or safety. The
Standard Operating Procedures and Great Basin Wild Horse and Burro Gather Contract
will be used to conduct the maintenance gather and are designed to protect human health
and safety, along with the health and safety of the wild horses.

3) Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as proximity to historic or
cultural resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or
ecologically critical areas. There are no park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and
scenic rivers, or ecologically critical areas within the Simpson Park Mountain Range
removal area. A cultural resources inventory will be completed prior to constructing
temporary trap sites and holding facilities. If cultural resources are found in an area, a
new location will be determined to set up temporary trap sites and holding corrals.

4) The degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment are likely
to be highly controversial. The Proposed Action is not expected to be highly
controversial. Wild horses are inhabiting areas which were not identified as Herd
Management Areas. Permittees as well as Nevada Department of Wildlife are in support

of the wild horse removal.

5) The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly
uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks. The Proposed Action has no known
effects on the human environment which are considered highly uncertain or involve
unique or unknown risks.

6) The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with
significant effects or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration.
Future projects occurring within the Simpson Park Mountain Range will be evaluated
through the appropriate NEPA process. The Proposed Action does not set a precedent for

future actions.

7) Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but
cumulatively significant impacts. The Proposed Action is not related to other actions
within the project area that would result in cumulatively si gnificant impacts. Proper
NEPA analysis will be completed for all proposed actions.

8) The degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways,
structures, or objects listed in or eligible for listing in the NRHP or may cause loss or
destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources. The Proposed
Action will not affect significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources. A cultural
resource inventory will be completed by archaeologists. Temporary trap sites and
holding facilities will be cleared to determine the presence of sites that are unclassified,
eligible, or potentially eligible for the NRHP. Archaeological site clearances and



avoidance measures wilj censure that loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural,
or historical resources does not occur.



Rationale for Placing the Decision Effective Upon Issuance:

1. Protection, Management, and Control of Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros
on Public Lands and Adjacent Private Lands. The BLM, BMFO is authorized with
the protection, management, and control of wild horses and burros within designated
Herd Management Areas. Wild horses within the Simpson Park Range Removal Area
have established residence in horse-free allotments as such, in accordance with Public
Law 92-195 (Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act) and Code of Federal Regulation
4710.2 the BMFO has made the decision to remove wild horses from these areas which
do not constitute a herd management area.

This decision will allow the BLM, BMFO to respond to specific requests to remove wild
horses from private lands associated with the removal area.

2. Potential Damage to Rangeland and Riparian Resources. Currently, the
estimated wild horse population for the Simpson Park Range is 200 head. Proper
Functioning Condition Assessments were completed for the Simpson Park, Dry Creek,
and Santa Fe Ferguson Allotments between 2002 and 2004. Utilization currently exceeds

acceptable levels, and damage to the range, riparian areas, and meadow complexes is
currently occurring throughout the Simpson Park Range as a result of wild horse use.

3. An Increase in the Cost of Conducting the Proposed Action or the Time Needed
to Restore Thriving Natural Ecological Balance (TNEB) to the Range. Current levels
of wild horse use in the Simpson Park Range are negatively impacting rangeland
vegetation condition and riparian resources. Livestock permittees have needed to reduce
livestock numbers and modify grazing systems in response (o utilization by wild horses,
particularly in the Simpson Park Allotment. The removal of wild horses in the horse-free
allotments is necessary to alleviate the added grazing pressure incurred by the rangeland
and riparian resources as a result of wild horse usc.

4. The Importance of the Removal Action in Implementing Other Essential
Management Actions. The success of past, present, and future Rangeland Health
Assessments and Multiple-Use Decisions rely on the removal of wild horses in the horse-
free allotments associated with the Simpson Park Range. These decisions have or will
likely incorporate livestock adjustments, conversions from type of livestock, changes in
season of use, and development of grazing systems. The success of incorporating these
decisions is dependent on the removal of wild horses which are contributing to current

and past rangeland resource conditions.

The rationale for the FONSI supports this decision. Alternative [ detailed in the EA and
FONSI have led to my decision that all practicable means to avoid or minimize
environmental harm and unnecessary or undue degradation of the public land have been
adopted. This decision is consistent with the Shoshone-Eureka Resource Management

Plan (1986).



Al resource valyes have been evaluated for Cumulative impacts. It has been determined
that cumulative impacts would be negligible for most resources. The implementation of
Alternative | wil] result in short term impacts to soils, water quality, wetlands ang
rparian areas, vegetation, special status species, wildlife, noxious weeds, range, and wild
horses.

Within 30 days of receipt of the Simpson Park Range Wild Horse Removal decision, you
have the ri ght to appeal to the Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in

Assistant Field ¥a ager, Renewable Resources

Battle Mountai Field Office



American Horse Protection Assoc.
1000 29th St.NW, Suite T-100
Washington, bC 20007-3820

Jim Baumann

Simpson Creek Ranch nc
P.O. Box 308

Eureka, NV 89315

Alien Biaggi, Director

NV Dept. of Conservation and Natural Res,

901 S. Stewart St., Ste. 5001
Carson City, NV 89701-5244

Randy Buffington
P.0O. Box 209
Eureka, NV 89316

John Colby

MW Cattle Company
HC 62, Box 62310
Eureka, NV 89315

Ken Coniey
P.O. Box 111
Eureka, NV 89315

Peter J. Dameile
Dry Creek Ranch
P.Q. Box 104
Eureka, NV 89316

Martin Etcheverry
Diamond Cattle Company
7933 Catloway Dr.
Bakersfield, CA 93314

Jim Etcheverry
Eureka Livestock Co.
16249 Winfieid Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93312

Eureka County Commissioners
Eureka County

P.O. Box 677

Eureka, NV 89316

Marie Jeanne Ansolabehere
HC 81 Box 61235
Austin, NV 8931 o

Brian Beffort, Conservation Director

Friends of Nevada Wilderness
P.O. Box 9754
Reno, NV 89507

Kenneth Buckingham
Box 10
Paradise Valley, NV 89426

Steven Carter
Carter Cattie Co.
P.O. Box 27
Lund, NV 89317

Ken & Russell Conley
University Nevada Reno
HC 66 Box 76
Beowawe, NV 89821

Tom and Volina Connolly
McClusky Creek, HC 66-60
Crescent Vaiiey, NV 89821

District Ranger

USFS Austin Ranger Dist.
P.O. Box 130

Austin, NV 89310

Jim Etcheverry
Eureka Livestock Co
HC 62 Box 62540
Eureka, NV 89316

Eureka Co. Naturai Res. Dept.
P.O. Box 682
Eureka, NV 89318

Dan Filippini
Badger/Chiara Ranches
HC-61, Box 65

Battle Mountain, NV 89820



Henry Filippini Jr.

Filippini Ranching Co.
HC-61, Box 70

Battle Mountain, Nv 89820

Steve Foree, Supervising Habitat Biologist
Nevada Division of Wildlife

60 Youth Center Road

Elko, NV 89801

Art Gale
HC 62 Box 176
Eureka, NV 89315

William J. Gandoifo
HC 61 Box 6165, Reese River
Austin, NV 89310

Bili Hal

Ellision Ranching Co,
HC 32 Box 240
Tuscarora, NV 89834

Jerry Lancaster
P.O. Box 288 _
Austin, NV 89310

Jim Marple

Nye County Planning Dept.
P.O. Box 153

Tonopah, NV 89049

Gary McCuin, Agriculturist i, Range Specialist
Nevada Department of Agriculture

251 Jeanell Drive, Suite 3

Carson City, NV 89703

Mike Podborny

NV Div. of Wildlife, Eureka Field Office
P.O. Box 592

Eureka, NV 89316-0592

Ryan Shane
Resource Concepts inc.
340 N. Minnesota St.
arson City, NV 89703

Katie Fite, wwp Bicdiversity Director

Western Watersheds Project
P.O. Box 2863
Boise, ID 83701

Forest Supervisor
USFS, Humboldt NF
2035 Last Chance Rd.
Elko, NV 89801-4808

Jim & Ida Gallagher
P.O. Box 246
Austin, NV 89310

Kenneth Guinn, Governor
State of Nevada

State Capito! Bidg.
Carson City, Nv 89710

Paul Inchauspe

Silver Creek Ranch Inc.
HC 61 Box 61230
Austin, NV 89310

Lander County Commisioners
Lander County

315 South Humboldt St
Battle Mountain, NV 89820

Laurel Marshajl
HC 62, Box 62114
Eureka, NV 89316

Charles W. Parsons
Parsons Ranch Co.
HC 31, Box 9
Austin, Nv 89310

Charles N. Saulisberry
Certified Consultant

207 Doolittle Ct.

Dayton, NV 89403-8812

Carl Slagowski
HC 65, Box 30
Carlin, NV 89822



Michaet Stafforg

Budget and Planning Div., Nevada State Ciearinghouse
208 East Musser St., Room 200

Carson City, Nv 838701-4298

Jerry Todd
P.O. Box 73
Eureka, NV 89316

Barbara Warner
1955 Tatum Lane
Lebanon, KY 40033

Luke Wise

Fish Creek Ranch L.L.C.
P.O. Box 864

Eureka, NV 89318

Ken and Karen Woodland
HC 61, Box 175
Battle Mountain, NV 89820

David Stine
P O Box 783
Eureka, NV 89316

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Reno Fish and Wildlife Oftice
1340 Financia) Blvd., Ste. 234
Reno, NV 89502-7147

Wild Horse Commission
885 E. Lake Boulevarg
Carson City, Nv 89704

Howard Wolf
5595 Tarzyn Roag
Falion, NV 89406

Ralph Young

Young Brothers

HC 65 Box A

Austin, NV 89310.9107



Form t843~1 UNITED STATES
(October 2004) DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

INFORMATION ON TAKING APPEALS TO THE INTERIOR BOARD OF LAND APPEALS

DO NOT APPEAL UNLESS
L. This decision is adverse to you,
AND

2. You beliave jt is incosrect

IF YOU APPEAL, THE F, OLLOWING PROCEDURES MUST BEFOLLOWED

1. NOTICE OF APPEAL.........

2. WHERE TO FILE
NOTICE OF APPEAL.. .. . ...

WITH COPY TO SOLICITOR....

3. STATEMENT OF REASONS... Within 30 days after filing the Notice of Appeal, File a complete statement of the reasons why you are appealing,
This must be filed with the United States Department of the Interior, Office of Hearings and Appeals, Interior Boarg

of Land Appeals, 301 N. Quincy Street, MS 300-QcC, Arlington, Virginia 22203 (see 43 CFR Sec, 4.412and 4.41 3.

Ifyou fully stated yourreasons for appealing when filing the Notice of Appeal, no additiona] statement ig necessary

WITH COPY TO SOLICITOR..,

4, ADVERSE PARTIES... ... ... Within 15 days after cach document s filed, each adverse party named in the decision and the Regional Solicitor ar

5. PROOF OF SERVICE...... . Within 15 days after any decument is served on an adverse party, file proof of that service with the United States
Department of the Interior, Office of Hearings ang Appeals, Interior Board of Land Appeals, 801 N. Quincy Street,
MS 300-QC, Arlinglon, Virginia 22203 This may consist of 2 certified or registered mail "Return Receipt Card”

signed by the adverse party (see CFR Sec, 4.401(c)(2).

Unless these procedures are followed your appeal will be subject to dismissal {see 43 CFR Sec. 4.402). Be certain that alt communications are
identified by serjal number of the case being appeated.

NOTE: A document is not filed until jt is actually received in the proper office (see 43 CFR 4401(a)). See 43 CFR Part 4, subpant b for general
rufes relating to procedures and practice involving appeals.

{continued on pexy page)



43 CFR SUBPART 1821--GENERAL INFORMATION

Sec. 1821.10 Where are BLM offices located? {a) In addition to the
Headguaners Officein Washington, D.C. and seven national level support
and service centers, BLM operates 12 State Offices each having several
subsidiary offices called Field Offices. The addresses of the State Offices
can be found in the most recent edition of 43 CFR 1821.1G. The State
Office geographicel areas of jurisdiction are as follows:

STATE OFFICES AND AREAS OF JURISDICTION:

Alaska State—-Alaska

Arizona State Office--Anizona

California State Office--California

Colorado State Office--Colorado

Eastern States Office--Arkansas, lowa, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri,
and all States east of the Mississippi River

1daho State Office--1daho

Montana State Office--Montana, North Dakota and Scuth Dakota
Nevada Siate Office--Nevada

New Mexico State Office--Kansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas
Oregon State Office--Oregon and Washington

Utah State Office--Utah

Wyoming State Office--Wyoming and Nebraska

(b) A list of the names, addresses, and geographical areas of jurisdiction of
all Field Offices of the Bureau of Land Management can be obtained at the
above addresses or any office of the Bureau of Land Management,
including the Washington Office, Bureau of Land Management, 1849 C
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20240.

Qec. 1821.11 During what hours may Ifile an application? You may file
applications or other documents or inspect official records during BLM
office hours. Each BLM office will prominently display a notice of the
hours during which that particular office will be open. Except for offices
which are open periodically, for example, every Wednesday or the 3rd
Wednesday of the month, all offices will be open Monday through Friday,
excluding Federal holidays, at least from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., local time.

Sec. 1821.12 Are these the only regulations that will apply to my
appflication or other required document? No. These genetal regulations are
supplemented by specific program regutations. You should consuit the
regulations applying to the specific program.

Sec. 1821.13 What if the specific program regulations conflict with these
regulations? 1f there is a conflict, the specific program regulations will

govern and the comflicting portion of these regulations will not apply.
43 CFR SUBPART 1822--FILING A DOCUMENT WITH BLM

Gec, 182210 How should my name appear on applications and other
required documenis that [ submit to BLM? Your legal name and current
address should appear on your application and other required documents.

Sec. 182211 What must [ do to make an official filing with BLM? You
rust file your application and any othet reguired documents during regular
office hours at the appropriate BLM office having jurisdiction over the
lands or records involved. You must file any document with BLM through

personal delivery of by mailing via the United States Postal Service ot
other delivery service, excepi for those applications that may be filed
electronically under Sec. 1%22.13, unless a more specific regulation or law
specifies the mode of delivery. The date of railing is not the date of filing.

Sec. 182212 Wheredo I filemy application or other required documents?

Y ou should file your application or other required documents at the BIL.M
office having jurisdiction over the kands or records involved. The specific
BLM office where you are 10 file your application is usually referenced in
the BLM regulations which pertain to the filing you are making. If the
regulations do not name the specific office, or if you have questions as 10
where you should file your application or other required documents,
contact your local BEM office for information and we will tell you which
BLM office to file your application.

Sec. 1822.13 May I file electronically? For certain types of applications,
BLM will accept your electronic filing if an original signasure is not
required. ITBLM requires your signature, you must file your application or
document by detivery or by mailing. If you have any questions regarding
which types of applications can be electronically filed, you should check
with the BLM office where you intend to file your application. When you
file an application electronically, it will not be considered filed until BEM
receives it.

Sec. 1822.14 Whatifitryto filea required document on the last day of the
stated period for filing. but the BLM office where it is to be filed is officially
closed alf day? BLM considers the document timely filed if we receive it
in the office on the next day itis officially open.

Sec. 1822.15 [f I miss filing a required document or payment within the
specified period, can BLM consider it timely flled anyway? BLM may
consider it timely filed if: (a) The law does not prohibit BLM from doing
so; {b) No other BLM regulation prohibits doing so; and (c) No intervening
third party interests ot rights have been created or established during the
intervening period.

Sec. 1822.16 Where do I file an application that involves lands under the
[jurisdiction of more than one BLM State Qffice? You may file your
application with any BLM State Office having jurisdiction over the subjest
lands. You should consult the regulations of the particular BLM rescurce

program involved for more specific information.

Sec. 1822.17 When are documents considered filed simultaneously?

{a) BLM considers two Or more documents simultaneously filed when: (1)
They are received at the appropriate BLM office on the same day and time;
or (2) They are filed in copjunction with an order that specifies that
documents received by the appropriate office during a specified period of
time will bs considered as simultancously filed.

(b) An application of document that arrives at the BLM office where it is to
be filed when the office is closed for the entire day will be considered as
filed on the day and hour the office next officially

opens.

(¢) Nothing in this provision will deny any preference right granted by
applicable law or regulation or validate 2 docurment which is invalid under
applicable law or regulation.

Sec. 1822.18 How does BLM decide in which order to accept documents
that are simultaneously filed? BLM makes this decision by a drawing open
to the public.





