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January 10, 1984 

United States Bureau of Land Management 
P.O. Box 194 
Battle Mountain, Nevada 89820 

De ar Mr. Fox: 
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I am writing on behalf of the &~e rican Horse Protection 
Association, Inc., concerning the activities of Joe B~ Fallini, 
Jr., on the Reveille Allotment of the Tonopah Resource Area. 

AHPA is aware that Mr. Fallini claims to own or control all 
of the waters in the Reveille Allot ment, and that he is engag e d in 
a dispute with the Bureau over the provision of water to the wild 
horses that inhabit the Allotm e nt. The Assoc i ation further 
und e rstands that in late Oc t ob e r Mr. Fallini cau se d barricad e s to 
be placed , across the entrances of corrals suriounding at least t e n 
wells and pipelines in an effort to r e strict wild horses from 
entering to drink. The barricades appear to be int~nd e d as a 
we apon ,in Mr. Fallini's e fforts to co mpel BLM to remov e most of 
the wild horses in the Allotm e nt, a nd to c o~ p e nsate him for 
providing wat e r to wild ho rs e s sinc e 1971. 

/ 
~s ·I am sure you know, unau t horiz e d modifications of r a nge 

improv eme nt s s uch a s corrals ar e p r ohibit ed by 43 C.F.R. 
§4140.l(b)(2)) and s ubj e ct the vio la tor t o both civil and cri minal 
penalti e s und e r 43 C.F.R. §§4170.1 a nd .2 -- inclu d ing 
cancellation of his grazing p er mits. 

Furth e rmore, Mr. Fallini's c on duct "maliciously cau se s ..• 
ha ra ss~e nt" of th e wild ·hor se s on the All otmen t. 43 C.F.R. 
§4760.2(c). "Malicious har a ssm e nt" is d ef i ne d a s " an y i nt2n tio nal 
act wh j ch dem onst r ate s a d e l i be rate d i sr e gar d f or the we ll -be ing 
of wild f r ee-r oaming h ors e s an d burro s ... o r is aetri men t a l to 
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normal b2havior pJtterns including feeding [and] watering _ .... " 
Id. §4700.0-S(k). Mr. Fallini's actions undoubtedly are 
intentional; a more cold-blooded instance of deliberate disregard 
for the animals' well-being cannot be imagined. 

It may be that adequate te mporary water sources are available 
to the horses as a result of winter precipitation, and that the 
horses are not in any immediate danger. That condition certainly 
will change by late spring. In any event, by forcing the horses 
out of their established ranges to look for water Mr. Fallini's 
actions are "detrim?ntal to [their] normal behavior patterns," 
especially ·if they concentrate horses in the few remiining areas 
surrounding water. Therefore, they constitute a current and 
ongoing violation of the Wild Free - Roaming -Horses and Burros Act 
as well as BLM's range management regulations. 

The Association also has learned that BL.½ intends to remove 
all of the wild horses from at least one area adjacent to the 
Reveille Allotment on the grounds that the area was not used by 
wild horses in 1971. To the extent that horses were forced out of 
Reveille ~nto those areas due to Mr. Fallini's illegal conduct, 
the removals are without authority. Furthermore, the coincidence 
of _ these events leads ARPA to believe that BLM is intentionally 
taking advantage of Mr. Fallini's actions t~ serve its own ends. 

Finally, the Association understands that the Bureau has 
recently directed Mr. Fallini to remove the barricades. Should he 
refuse to do so, ARPA demands that BLM pursue all available legal 
remedies to insure his compliance or to penalize his misconduct, 
including cancellation of his grazing permits. In the event that 
BLM does qot act, AHPA will bring suit to enjoin Mr. Fallini's 

·conduct and to compel BLM to enforce the law. 

/ 

cc: Joan R. Blue 

V~r~~ruly t¼' 
( _:;/;-::~ -/' --~ -·- ·-- \ /:.u I 
Russell J. Gasoar 
Attorney f~ ,A;er ican Horse 
Protection Association, Inc. 
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