DRAFT

Fish Creek Complex Gather Issues

Fish Creek HMA


Fish Creek Ranch Allotment

· 1994 FMUD established AML of 75, never achieved through gathers in 1994, 1998 and 2000 (emergency).

· Average population of wild horses since 1994:  349 wild horses

· 1994 valleys closed to livestock due to degraded conditions.  Heavy and severe use by wild horses through early 1998 hindered recovery.  

· Valleys will now be open to livestock (effective late October), meaning use in excess of carrying capacity will occur with current numbers of wild horses (326).


Lucky C Allotment

· Emergency gather 2000 due to lack of forage and water, removed 254 from south portion of allotment.

· Emergency gather 2004 of 55 wild horses off Slough area due to lack of water.  Field Office staff estimated 80-100.  NSO restricted the gather to 50 animals.  

· September 2004, estimated 30 wild horses continue to attempt to access water at Slough Creek.  Water hauling and pumping re-initiated 8/3/04.  No permanent water sources available.

· During Diamond Gather, animal interest and reporters documented emergency at the Slough, slamming BLM wild horse management in the papers and internet.

· Poor animal health.  Many animals thin and weak at the Slough.  Majority are condition class 3.

· Degraded rangeland conditions due to wild horses.  Eight of the nine key areas failed to meet the RAC Standard for Habitat.  Wild Horse Standard was not met.  

· Permittee cannot and has seldom used the south portion of allotment due to wild horse levels and degraded conditions.

· Permittee taking 40% reduction of permitted use through FMUD to be issued late September.  


Arambel Allotment

· Currently permanent water is unavailable to wild horses that move onto Lucky C and Fish Creek Ranch Allotment s.  Same emergency as Lucky C Allotment


Ruby Hill Allotment

· No wild horse issues

Sevenmile HMA/Butler Basin WHT


Sevenmile Allotment

· None of the Habitat, Ecosystem Components, Upland Sites, or Riparian Standards were met for either of the Mojave/Southern Great Basin or Northeastern Great Basin RACs.  Wild Horse Standard not met for Northeastern RAC.

· Evaluation completed 2003 documented very low production of perennial vegetation available to wild horses.

· Permittee is unable to utilize southern portion of the allotment because of use by wild horses.

· Damage to springs and riparian areas documented by wild horses.

· No less than four letters have been received from the permittee since 2000 documenting the increasing numbers of wild horses, heavy use of vegetation and the need for him to reduce his livestock use on the allotment due to wild horses.

· USFS concerns for serious damage to riparian and aspen in Butler Basin and Savory Creek by wild horses.

· NDOW letter and photos document serious damage to riparian areas  (headwaters of Savory Creek) by wild horses where cattle have not been permitted for 15 years.

· Water and forage may become limiting soon


Sweeney Wash Allotment

· No issues within this allotment

North Monitor HMA/Kelly Creek WHT


Willows Ranch Allotment

· This small allotment is experiencing serious damage to springs and riparian areas due to wild horses.  The permittee has contacted the office about the problem, and hardship it is causing for his livestock operation.

Little Fish Lake HMA/WHT


Wagon Johnny Allotment

· Concerns by Sevenmile permittee that vegetation is being seriously damaged by wild horses

· Court ordered AML from 1992.

Outside of HMA


Hicks Station/Snowball Ranch Allotments

· Wild horses have occupied these allotments for over 10 years.  BLM has continued to agree to gather during Fish Creek HMA gathers, but was shut down before it could be done.

· These two small allotments being impacted by as many as 100 wild horses which is affecting livestock permittee.

