Fish Creek Complex Gather Tour

Stop #1
Little Fish Lake WHT/HMA

Wagon Johnnie Allotment

Vegetation Study Site WJ-04

· Utilization of vegetation by wild horses exceeds utilization levels prior to cattle being moved into various pastures, preventing permittee from implementing grazing rotation.

· Use levels of meadow complexes exclusively by wild horses.

· Wild horse damage to pasture fences.

· Many of the waters used by wild horses exist on private land.

· Permittee reports use of wild horses on private lands.

· Permittee was forced to modify grazing plan mid-season, haul water and reduce cattle numbers by 23-32% because of the population of wild horses.

· Little Fish Lake HMA/WHT last gathered in September, 1998.

· AML established in 1992 through Consent Decision and Stipulation.

· Stewardship Allotment Management Plan in place for livestock grazing.

· Permittee enduring operational and economic losses. 

· Al Steninger, Rangeland Management Consultant for the permittee will have additional handouts and information at the tour, including a letter from the permittee who will be unable to attend.

Stop #2
Little Fish Lake WHT/HMA

Wagon Johnnie Allotment

Crested wheat seeding/Native range

· Impacts by wild horses to both crested wheatgrass and native rangeland. 

· Permittee was unable to turn cattle into the pasture because utilization objectives had been reached by July 27, 2004.

· Wild Horse damage to pasture fences.

· Additional discussion by Tom Seley, Amy Dumas and Al Steninger

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Further expense and loss to the permittee from damaged fences, and wild horse use of private lands.

· Inability to use grazing rotation due to use by wild horses prior to livestock turn on dates.

· The need for the permittee to further reduce the numbers of cattle on the allotment in the 2005 season.

Stop #3
Sevenmile HMA


Sevenmile Allotment

Key area SM-12

· Sevenmile HMA

· Key perennial grass species are not present or are present in very limited amounts.

· No cattle or sheep present.

· Prior to 2003, no cattle or sheep use in the southern portion for 12 years.

· Black sagebrush is currently being utilized.

· Remaining grass species grazed to various degrees

· This key area representative of the poor vegetative condition of the entire southern end of the HMA.  Refer to photo 5.

· This southern end is winter range for wild horses that come off of Butler Basin WHT and other higher elevation and timbered areas covered with winter snow.  60-80% of the wild horses spend the winter months on the Sevenmile HMA.

· Poor winter range in southern portion of allotment resulted in 25% calf crop for permittee in 2003.  Veterinary statement that the cows reabsorbed the fetus due to poor nutrition, and lack of forage.

· Permittee cannot implement the grazing rotation identified in the 2004 FMUD.  Permittee is only running 57% of the cattle AUMs, and has not put sheep out on the allotment.  This is a direct result of the lack of forage due to the high populations of wild horses.

· Waters sparse, inaccessible.  Wild horses are trailing to various locations for water, and most springs are dry, or nearly dry (riparian will be discussed at stop #5).

· Documented heavy use of riparian and upland vegetation prior to livestock turn on since 2000.

· Results of Rangeland Health Assessment for Sevenmile Allotment Evaluation and FMUD.

· Current wild horse condition unknown.  Wild horses inaccessible and in higher elevations.  Few wild horses observed.  Most not showing weight loss.  One mare condition class 2/3 documented in September.

· Refer to photos 1-5.

· This portion of the HMA has never been gathered.

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Because of dense timber, likely 50% would not be gathered, requiring continuation of the gather the following winter which would result in higher gather costs.

· Because of sparse vegetation in the southern portion the HMA and increasing wild horse population, increased mortality or emergency conditions are very possible this winter.

· Heavy spring use already documented throughout remaining vegetation in the HMA.  Delay to summer would devastate riparian and uplands that are already heavily used and degraded.

· The permittee would need to reduce AUMs further.  Continued inability for permittee to implement the grazing rotation from the 2004 FMUD.  Serious economic impact.

· Increased conflict with Wilderness Study Area, more restrictions likely, and need to herd the wild horses farther to the trapsites than in the winter.

· Butler Basin WHT

It is not possible to make a stop in the Butler Basin WHT, so it will be discussed at this stop.

· Very difficult, poor road access to the Butler Basin area, heavy timber, and meadow complexes on top.

· Permittee grazes few (50) cattle in USFS grazing allotment.  Has not taken a reduction, but is utilizing a second allotment with the same number of cattle as a result of resource conditions.

· Approximately 60-80% of the wild horses spend the summer months in the Butler Basin area.  

· September 2004 census by USFS documented 215 wild horses in Butler Basin WHT.

· Continual damage by wild horses to Savory Creek Headwaters, and potential loss of riparian system, despite livestock removal for 15 years (photos 6-11).

· Heavy utilization by wild horses to the extensive meadow complexes (Parks) in Butler Basin (Photo13)

· Excessive trampling and damage to Aspen stands in the Butler Basin area (Photo 12).

· Degradation of sagegrouse and elk habitat by wild horses continues and has been documented by NDOW for over 10 years.

· This WHT has never been gathered.

Submitted from Teri Slatauski, NDOW:

· Butler Basin is a highly productive wildlife area, particularly for Sage Grouse.  The basin has been highly impacted by grazing from wild horses and cattle.  The allotment has been vacant for greater than 15 years, but the main riparian area in the basin (Savory Creek) has not shown signs of recovery and has an extensive headcutting problem.  This area is one of the most important Sage Grouse brooding habitats in Central Nevada if not the state, and gathering the horses is essential to meeting Sage Grouse habitat goals outlined in the Nevada Sage Grouse Conservation Plan.  (Photo 6-11)

· In 1998 the horses were observed having an impact over large expanses of some of the aspen groves.  The horses had gotten into the basin while soils were still quite moist and one grove had deep hoof imprints throughout the grove wherever there was not a rock.  Our group had to lay bedrolls down in the ruts of the road because it was the only place the ground was even.  These groves and the riparian areas are of particular importance to Short-eared Owls, Northern Goshawks, elk and deer among other wildlife. (Photo 13)

· Butler Basin is inaccessible with a horse trailer, and the only way to effectively gather this area is in the winter when snow has pushed the animals off the mountain.  Gathering at any other time of year will require driving the animals by helicopter several thousand feet in elevational decline through extensive tree cover.  It is critical that this area be gathered in the winter.

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Because of dense timber and elevation, likely 50% would not be gathered, requiring continuation of the gather the following winter, resulting in increased gather costs.

· Further degradation to Savory Creek, Aspen Meadows and loss of habitat for sage grouse and elk.

· Hicks Station/Snowball Ranch Allotments Outside HMA

It is not possible to make a stop in these allotments, so they will be discussed at this stop.

· Outside any HMA, yet 50-100 wild horses are estimated, based on field observation and 2002 census flight.

· Allotments small, sparse vegetation under Pinyon Juniper cover, and completely enveloped in Wilderness Study Areas (note WSA map)

· Permittee heavily impacted.  Has reduced cattle numbers.

· Wild horses inhabit these areas for 13 years.  BLM unable to gather with associated HMAs because NPO or NSO suspended the gather before it could be completed.  This area has never been gathered.

· Results of S&G assessment and FMUD

· Impacts to riparian and Meadows (Photos 14-22)

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Permittee seriously impacted and may not be able to turn any livestock out on the allotments at all.  

· Degradation to meadow will continue, possible irreversible consequences.

· Wilderness Study Area issues – Summer gather would increase potential impacts to the WSA and increase conflicts with WSA for trap site building and the ability to remove wild horses from timbered areas.

Stop #4
Sevenmile HMA


Sevenmile Allotment

Wyoming big Sagebrush Plant Community

· Wyoming big sagebrush plant community with very sparse understory of perennial grasses or other vegetation.

· Key grass species are being lost in these plant communities.

· Many wild horse trails run through the area.  Wild horses are trailing long distances to water.

· Waters in this portion of the allotment are limited, and consist of small springs, of which most have gone dry and are heavily impacted by wild horses.

· Wild horse activity in the upper elevations of the Antelope Range has increased considerably in the last two years.

· Thick Pinyon/Juniper would be mostly snow covered in winter.

· This portion of the HMA has never been gathered.

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Further loss of remaining key species as increased number of wild horses move through the area.

· Inability to gather all wild horses from thick Pinyon/Juniper during summer months with lack of snow cover.  AML would not be achieved, and follow-up gather would be required in winter 2006

Stop #5
Sevenmile HMA


Sevenmile Allotment

House Spring

· Series of springs impacted by wild horses.

· This is the only accessible spring in the HMA for the tour group to visit (photos 27-31)

· Many trails radiate into this water source, as it is one if the only remaining water sources usable by wild horses at this time.

· Area is surrounded by thick Pinyon Juniper.  

· Butler Basin WHT directly to the west.  Note high elevation and thick timber.

· The spring area is characterized by large areas of bare ground, sparse perennial vegetation and evidence of trampling by wild horses.  

· 2000 PFC Results for the Sevenmile Allotment 

· 61% of Lentic riparian resources rated Functional at Risk – Downward trend

· 25% of Lotic riparian resources rated Functional at Risk – Downward trend

· 53% of Lotic acres rated Non-Functional.  

· Impacts to riparian areas within the HMA have been documented since 2000, and are getting worse with increases in wild horse numbers coupled with continued drought conditions.  Some springs documented as flowing in 2000 are now dry, with lack of perennial riparian vegetation, trampling, hummocking and bare banks. (Photos 23-53)

· One water source exists at the upper end of Sevenmile Wash.  Most of the springs are dry or consist of small muddy puddles.  High elevation springs are dry and heavily impacted by wild horses (Photos 23-53)

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Heavy spring use of riparian areas would continue, and further degradation and loss of riparian habitat would occur.

· Irreversible damage and complete loss of some springs will occur with increased numbers of wild horses.

Stop #6
Fish Creek HMA


Fish Creek Ranch Allotment

Key Area 6FC Salt Desert Shrub Vegetation

· Fish Creek Ranch allotment Winter Use Valleys have been closed to livestock grazing since 1994, due to degraded conditions caused by year round use by livestock, and to a lesser degree wild horses. 

· Since the 1994 closure, AML has not been achieved, and large numbers of wild horses have continued to impact the degraded winterfat communities throughout the year.

· 2000 emergency drought gather removed many wild horses, however an estimated 278 remain in the allotment.

· 6FC is far outside of the HMA boundaries, and wild horses have moved outside of the HMA boundaries, and are now impacting vegetation on the east side of the valley.  

· Utilization by wild horses may result in utilization levels being met in the allotment prior to turn out by livestock this winter.

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Wild horses will continue to move outside of the HMA boundaries

· Wild horses will use the winterfat and other salt desert shrub communities through the winter and spring.

· Utilization levels will be exceeded, causing the livestock permittee to be required to remove livestock early from the allotment this winter, resulting in serious economic impact to the permittee.

· After spring thaw of mountain snow cover, wild horses using the valleys will move into higher elevations and will be difficult to remove, particularly in the Ninemile Peak area.  AML will not be achieved with a Summer gather of the entire Fish Creek HMA.

Stop #7
Fish Creek HMA


Fish Creek Ranch Allotment

Fenstermaker Exclosure and Key Area 5FC

· This exclosure constructed in 1978, in degraded winterfat communities.  The valleys have been closed to livestock grazing since 1994.  Occasional drift occurred by cattle in 2003 and some cattle were trailed through to private land recently.

· Since 1994, wild horses have continued to heavily utilize the Indian ricegrass, and winterfat and other salt desert shrubs in the area, as documented by use pattern maps and photo documentation of the exclosure..

· Wild horses have severely impacted the recovery of the winterfat since 1994.

· The 2000 emergency drought gather brought some relief, but AML was not achieved at that time.  Currently 278 wild horses inhabit the Fish Creek Ranch Allotment.

· Note trails.  Wild horses move between the valley and water sources in the foothills.

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Wild horses will heavily utilize the winterfat communities through spring, and critical growth period further degrading the resource and impeding recovery.

· Utilization levels will be exceeded, causing the livestock permittee to be required to remove livestock early from the allotment this winter.

· After spring thaw of mountain snow cover, wild horses using the valleys will move into higher elevations and will be difficult to remove, particularly in the Ninemile Peak area.  AML will not be achieved with a summer gather of the entire Fish Creek HMA.

Stop #8
Fish Creek HMA


Fish Creek Ranch Allotment

Antelope Valley Winterfat Communities

· Antelope Valley closed to livestock grazing since 1994.

· Wild horses have used the winterfat in the valleys year-round, but particularly in late winter/early spring.  Heavy/severe use occurred in mid/late 1990’s (Eureka County Photos)

· Extensive acreages of the winterfat have been replaced by Halogeton and other annual invaders.  Loss of perennial key grass species has occurred, and in many places is completely missing from plant community.

· Some recovery has occurred since 1998 and 2000 gathers, but AML still not achieved, and wild horses will impact the winterfat this winter/spring.

· Winterfat communities provide important habitat for Pronghorn.

· Riparian conditions in allotment  --  many springs exist, some impacts by wild horses noted.  

· In 2000, many springs went dry in the northern portion of the allotment.  Wild horses were removed north of Fenstermaker Wash due to lack of water.  Davis Pipeline repaired to supply water to wild horses.  Water was available in the high elevation Ninemile Peak area, and wild horses were not gathered from that area.

· Livestock permittee expected to use the winterfat valleys this winter.

· Refer to photos 54-56

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Wild horses will heavily utilize the winterfat communities through spring, and critical growth period further degrading the resource and impeding recovery.

· Utilization levels will be exceeded, causing the livestock permittee to be required to remove livestock early from the allotment this winter.

· After spring thaw of mountain snow cover, wild horses using the valleys will move into higher elevations and will be difficult to remove, particularly in the Ninemile Peak area.  AML will not be achieved with a Summer gather of the entire Fish Creek HMA.

Stop #9
Fish Creek HMA


Lucky C Allotment

Key Area LC-1

· Black sagebrush community at the Key Area

· Key Area LC-2 is in the valley below, located in degraded winterfat communities.

· These winterfat communities in even poorer condition than in Fish Creek Ranch Allotment, because lack of AML prevented BLM from gathering large numbers of wild horses that use the allotment.  Year round use of vegetation by wild horses occurs.

· Fence contrast – Fish Creek Ranch winterfat larger, healthier and not invaded with halogeton and other invasive annuals.

· Permittee has been unable to use the entire southern end of the Lucky C Allotment except infrequently due to utilization by wild horses and degraded resource conditions.

· Permittee has been forced to rely on the northern portion of the allotment, and private meadows more heavily.

· Permittee has documented wild horse use and impacts to the allotment since 1979 when the ranch was purchased.

· Since that time, has been unable to fully utilize permit due to wild horses.  

· During the Fish Creek Complex Evaluation Period (1992-2003), the actual livestock use has averaged 52% of the total permit.

· Permittee receiving 40% reduction in active permitted use through the recently issued Fish Creek Complex FMUD.

· S&G Assessment results, and wild horses as causal factor.

· The winterfat and salt desert shrub communities provide important habitat to Pronghorn.

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Continued degradation and further loss of the winterfat and other salt desert shrub communities this winter, and continued economic impact to the permittee.

· The permittee would continue to be unable to utilize the southern half of the allotment.  Any delay of gathering the wild horses in the Lucky C Allotment will result in additional years needed for recovery of the range.

Stop #10
Fish Creek HMA


Lucky C Allotment

Degraded Winterfat and Salt Desert Shrub Communities

· Populations of wild horses in this allotment have caused total loss of perennial vegetation.

· Note numerous trails leading to the Coils Creek Slough.

· In 2000, 254 wild horses were removed from the Lucky C Allotment due to lack of forage and water.  Body condition was poor, and many animals were condition class 1-2.  All animals were removed from the Arambel and Lucky C Allotments.

· 2002 census documents wild horses returning to the area.  By 2004 the estimate was approximately 100 wild horses.  

· Emergency situation again in summer 2004, 55 removed.  Estimated that 30-50 currently remain between the Arambel and Lucky C Allotments.

Stop #11
Fish Creek HMA


Lucky C Allotment

Coils Creek Slough on U.S. Highway 50

· Riparian areas sparse in this allotment.  Water sources south of the highway consist of two wells pumped by the permittee when cattle are present, and the Coils Creek Slough, which is available seasonally, and in recent years, has dried up in mid summer.  In late summer, the Slough may be the only water source available to the wild horses.

· Wild Horses move between Lucky C Allotment and Arambel Allotment.  Move into Lucky C Allotment when snow covers the Arambel Allotment, and when waters in the Arambel Allotment go dry in mid summer.  Waters in Arambel Allotment consist of McCullough Spring, a fully developed spring that has been going dry in mid summer, the Dry Lake, which always goes dry during summer, and Ratto Canyon Spring.

· Wild horses also watering behind Kelly Hoekenga’s ranch on private land.

· Note trails to the Coils Creek Slough area, and denuded vegetation at the Slough.  

· After rains and in early Spring/Summer, the Slough contains water.  With wild horse use, and lack of precipitation, the Slough only requires short time period to go dry, and result in wild horses drinking from the last remaining mud hole.  (Photos 57-73)

· Summer 2004, Slough dried to a mud hole.  Rains came, and better water was available after the emergency gather.  By September 1, the Slough had dried up again and water hauling was resumed.  Rains near the end of September replenish the Slough once again. 

· The wild horses refuse to use the stagnant ponds. 

· In 2000, over 250 wild horses were using the Slough as the last remaining water source in the area.  Approximately 150-200 wild horses from the Fish Creek HMA left the area and went south in search of forage and water. 

· In 2000, forage resources in Lucky C were devastated from the number of wild horses relying on it, and the drought conditions.

· In 2000, all wild horses were removed.  Wild horses moved back into the area from the Fish Creek Ranch Allotment since that time.

· July 2004, the public notified the BMFO that wild horses were drinking out of the mud hole at the Slough.  Wild horses in poor condition. (Refer to photos 57-73))

· Wild horse interest groups documented the wild horses drinking from the mud hole, generating interest from the press, etc.  Negative articles were published on the internet.  A photo blind has been constructed at the Slough be a member of the public.

· Water hauling initiated, emergency gather organized and 55 wild horses removed July 2004.  BLM estimated 30-50 remain in the Lucky C Allotment.  Water hauling has continued until recent rains received in the area.

· Antelope and Sage Grouse habitat is being impacted by wild horses in this allotment.

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Wild horses will continue to use the Slough for water source, resulting in the need to continue hauling water to the tanks at the Slough.

· The slough is in good view of the public from highway 50.  Interest and criticism of the BLM from wild horse interest groups and the general public would be expected to continue and increase.  A photo blind has already been constructed by a member of the public at the Slough area.

· Vegetation resources will continue to be degraded, and further loss of remaining perennial vegetation will occur.

Kelly Creek WHT/North Monitor HMA
Willows Ranch Allotment

We don’t have time to make a stop in this area, so it will be discussed at Stop #11

· Estimated population 63 wild horses.  AML 8 wild horses.

· Wild horses come down onto BLM in the winter, and use the higher elevations in the Kelly Creek WHT in the summer.

· Permittee is unable to utilize 8,000 acre Jackrabbit Pasture due to use of the vegetation by wild horses and harassment of the cattle by wild horses.

· Permittee is pumping one well on the east side of the allotment to provide water for 10 wild horses.

· Water is available from a spring and trough in the Jackrabbit Pasture (Photo 75-76)

· An estimated 27 wild horses have moved west outside of the HMA into the Dry Creek Allotment where they have never known to exist before.

· This HMA/WHT has never been gathered.

· Impacts of waiting to gather until Summer 2005:

· Continued loss of use by the permittee, causing him to not be able to utilize the Jackrabbit Pasture in 2005.

· Wild horses will continue to move outside of the HMA.[image: image1.png]
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