Fish Creek Complex Tour Overview

The Fish Creek Complex involves three Wild Horse Territories administered by the USFS:

Kelly Creek WHT

Butler Basin WHT

Little Fish Lake WHT

Four BLM Herd Management Areas are involved:

North Monitor HMA

Fish Creek HMA

Sevenmile HMA

Little Fish Lake HMA

The HMAs/WHTs are contiguous, and wild horses move throughout the complex throughout the year depending upon water and forage availability and climate.  In general, wild horses spend much of the summer in the upper elevations of the complex such as Ninemile Peak and Butler Basin, which reach 10,000 feet in elevation and are heavily forested.  Access to the high elevations is also very minimal, and much of it falls within WSA boundaries.  During winter months, wild horses are located in the valley bottoms such as Antelope Valley, Little Smoky Valley, and Fish Lake Valley.  Please refer to the map and information table included with this packet.

(Note:  Be aware that the BMFO just completed evaluations and FMUD on the “Fish Creek Complex” which covers a different geographic area than the “Fish Creek Complex” wild horse gather area.  The area covered by the FMUD includes the Fish Creek and Whistler HMAs, not the Kelly Creek/North Monitor, Sevenmile/Butler Basin or Little Fish Lake HMA/WHTs, which are included in the gather area)

Vegetative Conditions

Because the Complex is so large, and encompasses a diverse array of vegetation types and topography, the vegetation conditions vary considerably.  

Many of the areas are characterized by a lack of or loss of perennial grass species.  Refer to tour document for more information.

Utilization levels also vary considerably depending upon elevation, topography, and distance to water.  The more important point is that the perennial grasses are missing, and exist very sparsely in many areas. 

Shrub species are being utilized.  Black sagebrush is being utilized in the southern portion of the Sevenmile HMA.  Winterfat communities exist in the northern portion of the Sevenmile HMA, and the Fish Creek and Lucky C Allotments within the Fish Creek HMA.  The winterfat communities are utilized by wild horses year round, and have been heavily utilized in past years.

The Complex involves 10 livestock grazing allotments, all of which have different seasons of use and use levels by cattle or sheep.  In most cases, the permittee has turned out fewer animals than is permitted, has applied for Voluntary Non-Use, or has needed to remove livestock early because of resource conditions and/or use by wild horses.  In some cases, livestock have not turned on the allotments because they are winter use areas.  Throughout the entire Complex both wild horse and livestock sign are present.  

Rangeland Health Assessments have been completed throughout the allotments associated with the Fish Creek and Sevenmile HMAs, and for the Hicks Station and Snowball Ranch Allotments outside of HMAs.  Assessments have not been completed in the Wagon Johnnie or Willows Ranch Allotments.  

Sevenmile Allotment/HMA:

None of the Habitat, Ecosystem Components, Upland Sites, or Riparian Standards were met for either of the Mojave/Southern Great Basin or Northeastern Great Basin RACs.  Wild Horse Standard not met for Northeastern RAC.

Fish Creek HMA – Fish Creek Ranch Allotment, Northeastern Great Basin RAC

Standard1 Upland Sites 


Met at 13 of 15 Key areas

Standard 2 Riparian Habitat 


Not Met, Significant Progress being made

Standard 3 Habitat



Not Met at 6 of 15 Key Areas

Standard 4 Cultural



Met

Standard 5 Healthy Wild Horse 

Not Met

Fish Creek HMA - Fish Creek Ranch Allotment, Mojave/Southern Great Basin RAC

Standard1 Soils



Met 

Standard 2 Ecosystem Components

Not Met, Significant Progress being made

Standard 3 Habitat and Biota


Not Met, Significant Progress being made

Standard 4 Cultural



Met

Standard 5 Healthy Wild Horses 

Met

Fish Creek HMA -- Arambel Allotment

Standard1 Upland Sites 


Met

Standard 2 Riparian Habitat 


NA

Standard 3 Habitat



Met

Standard 4, Cultural



Met

Standard 5 Healthy Wild Horses 

Not Met

Fish Creek HMA -- Lucky C Allotment

Standard1 Upland Sites 


Met 

Standard 2 Riparian Habitat 


NA

Standard 3 Habitat



Not Met at 8 of 9 Key Areas

Standard 4 Cultural



Met

Standard 5 Healthy Wild Horse 

Not Met

Water sources


Again, water sources are highly variable within the Complex.

Perennial water sources are unavailable to wild horses in the Lucky C and Arambel Allotments.  This has resulted in two emergency gathers in 2000 and 2004.  Water is currently being hauled to wild horses in the Lucky C allotment.  Other water sources have dried up during the summer, or are wells pumped by the permittee.  Permittee of Arambel allotment hauls water to sheep.

Wild horses have used a pond on Lucky C permittees private land.

Permittee on Willows Ranch Allotment is currently pumping water for 10 horses in one of the pastures, however, water is available to wild horses in other areas of the allotment.

The Fish Creek Ranch and Ruby Hill Allotments have many riparian areas, and springs provide water in the higher elevations.  Wild horses do not use the Ruby Hill Allotment.

Sevenmile HMA water sources are scarce and scattered across the HMA.  A few spring/trough systems are providing water, however the majority of the mid and high elevation springs are dry and degraded.

Permittee for Wagon Johnnie is hauling water to cattle.  Other water sources in the Little Fish Lake WHT/HMA consist of various springs.

Condition of water sources:

PFC assessments have been completed within the Fish Creek and Sevenmile HMA.  Serious damage by wild horses to springs within the Sevenmile HMA has been documented since 2000 (see photos 23-53).  The PFC results reflect this.  Recent visits to riparian areas in the Sevenmile HMA document heavy use by wild horses, dry springs, exposed banks, and severe hummocking.

Wild horses are also severely impacting meadows and riparian areas in the Hicks Station and Snowball Ranch Allotments which are outside of the HMA (see photos 14-22).

Riparian areas within the Fish Creek HMA are in better condition due to the shear number of riparian areas in the allotment, and the lack of livestock use between 1994-2003.

PFC Assessments have not been completed within the Wagon Johnnie or Willlows Ranch allotment; however, wild horses are impacting the springs and meadows.  Heavy grazing, hummocking, bank shear, and hoof action have been documented in the Little Fish Lake WHT/HMA.

2002 PFC Results for the Sevenmile Allotment 

	Lentic Summary for the Seven Mile Complex

	Allotment
	Riparian Functional Rating
	Total Acres

	
	PFC
	FAR-UP
	FAR-NA
	FAR-DN
	NF
	

	Hicks Station
	
	
	
	16.89
	
	16.89

	Seven Mile
	2.13
	0.40
	0.75
	5.08
	
	8.36

	Snowball
	1.20
	
	1.28
	5.21
	2.25
	9.94

	Total Acreage
	3.33
	0.40
	2.03
	27.18
	2.25
	35.19

	% Total
	9
	1
	6
	77
	7
	100


	Lotic Summary for the Sevenmile Complex

	Allotment
	Riparian Functional Rating
	Total Miles

	
	PFC
	FAR-UP
	FAR-NA
	FAR-DN
	NF
	

	Hicks Station
	
	
	
	0.23
	
	0.23

	Seven Mile
	
	0.05
	0.06
	0.12
	0.26
	3.19

(2.70 intermittent)

	Snowball
	0.50
	
	0.09
	0.12
	0.34
	1.05

	Total Miles
	0.5
	0.05
	0.15
	0.47
	0.6
	4.47

	% Total
	12
	1
	3
	11
	13
	100


60% of the Lotic was intermittent.

1998-2001 PFC Results for the Allotments within the Fish Creek HMA

	Lentic Summary for the Fish Creek Complex

	Allotment
	Riparian Functional Rating
	Total Acres

	
	PFC
	FAR-UP
	FAR-NA
	FAR-DN
	NF
	

	Arambel
	.10
	
	
	
	
	.10

	Fish Creek Ranch
	24.28
	5.1
	1.07
	.02
	.69
	31.16

	Lucky C
	
	
	
	
	.23
	.23

	Ruby Hill
	1.05
	.02
	.01
	
	
	1.08

	Total Acreage
	25.43
	5.12
	1.08
	.02
	.92
	35.57

	% Total
	71.49
	14.39
	3.03
	.05
	2.59
	100


	Lotic Summary for the Fish Creek Complex

	Allotment
	Riparian Functional Rating
	Total Miles

	
	PFC
	FAR-UP
	FAR-NA
	FAR-DN
	NF
	

	Arambel
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Fish Creek Ranch
	6.9
	5.08
	.25
	0
	4.76
	16.99

	Lucky C
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Ruby Hill
	
	
	
	
	
	0

	Total Miles
	6.9
	5.08
	.25
	0
	4.76
	

	% Total
	40.6
	29.9
	1.5
	0
	28
	100


Wild Horse Condition

Wild horses that remain in the Lucky C Allotment are in the poorest condition of any in the Complex.  When last observed September 2004, many were still condition class 2-3.

Within the remainder of the Complex, wild horse body condition varies from condition class 4-5.  One condition class 2/3 mare has been observed in the Sevenmile HMA.

Visibility of wild horses in the Complex is affected by climate, time of year etc.  In general, during summer/fall months, wild horses are in higher elevations that are not easily accessible.  During winter months, snow cover forces them to reside in the lower elevations.  Throughout the Complex, wild horses can be found in the tree-line, and are difficult to see from the accessible roads.

Other Information

Fertility control would be possible for approximately 123 mares.  Fertility control was implemented on the Fish Creek HMA during the 1998 gather (65 mares).

The gather plan for the complex has not been completed.  The BMFO will be able to reference existing gather plans for the Fish Creek HMA and Little Fish Lake HMA.  The BMFO staff estimates completion of the Gather Plan for the Complex by November 15, 2004.  BMFO, TFS and USFS staff will work cooperatively to complete one gather plan for the Complex.

No protest or appeals have been received for either the PMUD or the FMUD for the Fish Creek Complex.  The FMUD was issued to the public September 27, 2004.  The BMFO received comment letters from several members of the interested public during the evaluation period, and met with permittees, county officials and Western Watersheds Project to develop the selected management actions identified in the FMUD.

All grazing allotments have management systems implemented, and no grazing allotment is used year round by livestock.  For six of the allotments, permittees are unable to use portions of allotments due to use by wild horses.
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