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TIANIGA.'l' WILD HORSE HERD MANAGEMENT AF.EA PLA..N' 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 

Publics Affected 

A. Special Interest Groups 

Nevada Cattlemen's Association 
Nevada Woolgrowers Association 
Carson City District licensees 
Wild Horse Organized Assistance, Inc. 
American Horse Protection Association, Inc, 
Feral Organized Assistance League, Inc. 
Sierra Club 
Nevada Outdoor Recreation Association 
Nevada Organization for Wildlife 
Nevada Wildlife Federation 
Audubon Society 
Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation 

B. News Media 

Nevada State Journal 
Reno Evening Gazette 
KOLO TV and Radio 
KCRL TV and Radio 
KTVN TV 
KOH Radio . 
Other Regional and/or National media 

C. Local, Regional, National citizens 

D. Nevada Multiple Use Advisory Board 

est. /976 

· '~ e1-1d~.u...t - ---·----· -~ -- ----··•·-1--- -- ··- ---- - ... 

E, The State Multiple Use Advisory Committee on Federal Lands 

F, National Advisory Board on Wild Horses and Burros 

G. University of Nevada - Reno 
College of Agriculture 

Division of Agricultural and Resource Economics 
Division of Plant, Soil, and Water Scienc e 
Division of Renewable Natural Resources 
Division of Animal Science 

I 



H. Government Agencies 

Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 

Washington, D. C. Office 
Nevada State Office 
Carson City District 
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Other Nevada BLM Districts 

State of Nevada 
Governor's Office 
Department of Agriculture 
Departme nt of Fish and Game 

Area Council of Governments 
Regional Planning Commission 

Long Range Goals 

To develop public support and commitment to the following management 
objectives which were identified in the BLM planning system for the 
Pyramid Planning Unit: 

1. Maintain wild, free-roaming horses in the Pyramid 
Planning Unit by controlling their numbers and 
providing adequate forage to insure their survival. 

2. Reduce the demand for forage by domestic animals, 
wildlife, arid wild horses to meet the supply as 
determined by field studies. 

3. Improve the range condition. 

4 • . Establish a manageable wild horse herd in a compatible 
area in compliance with the Wild, Free-Roaming Horse 
and Burro Act. 
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Short Range Goals 

To capture, remove, and/or relocate horses from the entire Pyramid 
Planning Unit to the Flanigan Wild Horse Herd Management Area 
in accordance with the Flanigan Wild Horse Herd Management Plan 
dated February 12, 1976. 

To inform the public of t he need and rationale for these actions. 

To allow the public to observe the horses without creating managemen~ 
difficulties or safety hazards, 

To provide the opportunity for claimed and/or branded horses to be 
identified and removed from the wild horse herd by their owners • 

To submit timely news releases regarding the round-up and subsequent 
actions. 

To fully inform those range users and the special interests most 
affected by the proposed action in advance of the round-up. 

Courses of Action 

Meetings, letters of intent, and/or telephone communications will 
be used to inform the appropriate representatives of the state 
and federal agencies of our herd management plan and the required 
round-up of wild horses. 

The contacts established will be maintained throughout the round-up 
process. 

News releases will be issued desc r ibing the actions and their 
results as appropriate. 

Timetable of Actions 

Prior news releases have indicated that horses in the Pyramid 
Planning Unit will be managed and reductions in their numbers made, 
These releases were summations of planning decisions made in 1974. 

Land Use Guides describing the planning system decisions for the 
Pyramid - Long Valle y Planning Units (including the need for a horse 
management plan) were mailed to the Carson City District publics 
in December 1975, 
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During the development of the herd management plan, state agency 
officials and special interest representatives (WHOA, range - users, 
indians) should be notified of the proposed action. 

Upon approval of the Environmental Analysis Record, a timetable 
for the required actions should . be developed and the special 
interests involved should be notified of the schedule. 

News releases should be issued, as warranted by the interest 
generated by the actions, informing the public of our progress. 

An announcement should be made when the horses are available for 
viewing by the public (if in a Reno holding corral). 

Follow-up news releases should be issued when round-up, adoption, 
etc., has been completed to summarize the events and re-emphasize 
the long range results expected from the actions. 

Communication Methods 

1. Personal Contacts with 
special interests 
government agency officials 
news media 

2. Letters, news releases 

Provisions for Two-Wav Communications 

The Flanigan Wild Horse Herd Management Plan should be reviewed by 
representatives of the wild horse interests and livestock interests 
to obtain their critical evaluations of the proposal, 

News media will be monitored for editorials regarding the actions 
taken. 

Public comments received during the planning proceffi regarding wild 
horse management in the Pyramid Planning Unit have been .reviewed 
to determine attitudes and values at that time (conn:nents were 
received in fall 1974) • 

-News reports and editorials about the Tonopah (Stone Cabin Valley), Nevada 
round-up were reviewed to determine attitudes and values before, 
during, and after that action in sunnner and fall 1975. 
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Flanigan Wild Horse Herd Management Area Plan 
and 

Environmental Analysis Record 

The Flanigan Wild Horse Herd Management Area Plan proposes permanent 
management facilities in the herd area. 

It i s the decision of the District Manager to use temporary facilities 
until such time as the United States Supreme Court rules on the con
stitutionality of Public Law 92-195. 

Permanent facilities affected are: 

Upper adobe water trap 
East Virginia Peak wing trap 
Cottonwood Canyon wing trap 
13½ mi les fence cons true tion 
Marl Holding and Sorting corral 

An interdisciplinary team has assessed the environmental impacts of the 
proposed action which includes the herd management area plan and the 
horse removal in the Pyramid Planning Unit. It is the decision of the 
in t erciisciplinary team that the subs .titution of temporary facilities for 
permanent facilities will not create any additional environmental impact. 
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FLANIGA...'l" WILD HORSE HERD KA..NAGEME::,:fT LP.EA PL A~ 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 

Publics Affected 

A. Special Interest Groups 

Nevada Cattle~en's Association 
Nevada Woolgrowers Association 
Carson City District licensees 
Wild Horse Organized Assistance, Inc, 
American Horse Protection Association, Inc, 
Feral Org~ni z ed Assistance League, Inc. 
Sierra Club 
Nevada Outdoor Recreation Association 
Nevada Organization for Wildlife 
Nevada Wildlife Federation 
Audubon Society 
Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation 

B. News Media 

- , Nevada State Journal 
I 

. · I 

l 

' ' 
' ' 
i 

- I 

. · .\ 

/ 
··-··· 

c. 

D. 

E, 

F, 

Reno Evening Gazette 
KOLO TV and Rad i o 
KCRL TV and Radio 
KTVN TV 
KOH Radio • 
Other Regional and/or National media 

Local, Regional, National citizens 

Nevada Multiple Use Advisory . Board 

The State ~ultiple Use Advisor y Committee on Federal Lands 

National Advisory Board on Wild Horses and Burros 

G, University of Nevada~ Reno 
College of Agriculture 

Divis i on of Agricultural and Resource Economi cs 
Division of Plant, Soil, and Water Science 
Division of Renewable Natural Resources 
Division of Animal Science 
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H. Gover nment Agenc i es 

Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Ma.nagement 

Wash i ngton, D. C. Office 
Nevada State Office 
Carson Cit y District 

-2-

Other Nevada BLM Districts 

State of Nevada 
Governor's Office 
Department of Agriculture 
Depa rtment of Fish and Game 

Area Council of Governments 
Regional Planning Commission 

Lon£ Ran2e Goals 

To develop public support and commitment to the following ma.n2.gement 
objectives which were identified in the BLM planning system for the 
Pyramid Planning Unit: 

1. Maintain wild, fre e -roaming horses in the Pyramid 
Planning Unit by controlling their numbers and 
providing adequate forage to insure their survival. 

2. Reduce the demand for forage by domestic animals, 
wildlife, and wild horses to meet the supply as 
determined by field st ud ies. 

3. Improve the range condition • 

4 • . Establish a manageable wild horse herd in a compatible 
area in compliance with the Wild, Free-Roaming Horse 
and Burro Act. 
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Short Ran~e Goals 

To capture, remove, and/or relocate horses from the entire PyraI!lid 
Planning Unit to the Flanigan Wild Horse Herd Management Area 
in accordance -with the Flanigan Wild Horse Herd Management Plan 
dated February 12, 1976, 

To inform the public of the need and rationale for these actions, 

To allo-w the public to observe the horses without creating management 
difficulties or safety hazards, 

To provide the opportunity for claimed and/or branded horses to be 
identified and removed from the -wild horse herd by their o-wners, 

To submit timely news releases regarding the round-up and subsequent 
actions, 

To fully inform those range users and the special interests most 
affected by the proposed action in advance of the round-up. 

Courses of Action 

Meetings, letters of intent, and/or telephone communications -will 
be used to inform the appropriate representatives of the state 
and federal agencies of our herd management plan and the required 
round-up of wild horses. 

The contacts established will be maintained throughout the round-up 
_process. 

News releases will be issued des _c-::-ibing the actions and their 
results as appropriate, 

Timetable of Actions 

Prior news releases have indicated that horses in the Pyramid 
Planning Unit will be managed and reductions in their numbers made, 
These releases were summations of planning decisions made in 1974, 

Land Use Guides describing the planning system decisions for the 
Pyramid - Long Valley Planning Units (including the need for a horse 
management plan) were mailed to the Carson City District publics 
in December 1975. 
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During the development of the herd reanagement plan, state agency 
officials and special interest representatives (WHOA, range - users, 
indians) should be notified of the proposed action. 

Upon approval of the Environ.mental Analysis Record, a timetable 
for the required actions should be developed and the special 
interests involved should be notified of the schedule. 

News releases should be issued, as warranted by the interest 
generated by the actions, informing the public of our progress. 

An announcement should be made when the horses are available for 
viewing by the public (if in a Reno holding corral). 

Follow-up news releases should be issued when round-up, adoption, 
etc., has been completed to summarize the events and re-emphasize 
the long range results expected from the actions, 

Co!I!Dl.unication Methods 

l. Personal Contacts with 
special interests 
government agency officials 
news media 

2. Letters, news releases 

Provisions for Two-Wav Co!Dillunications 

The Flanigan Wild Horse Herd Management Plan should be reviewed by 
representatives of the wild horse interests and livestock interests 
to obtain their critical evaluations of the proposal, 

News media will be monitored for editorials regarding_the actions 
taken. 

Public comments received during the planning proce$ regarding wild 
horse management in the Pyramid Planning Unit have been .reviewed 
to determine attitudes and values at that time (comments were 
received in fall 1974). 

-News reports and editorials about the Tonopah (Stone Cabin Valley), Nevada 
round-up were reviewed to determine attitudes and values before, 
during, and after that action in summer and fall 1975. 
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ADDEXDU:1 

Flanigan Wild Horse Herd Management Area Plan 
and 

Environmental Analysis Record 

The Flanigan Wild Horse Herd Management Area Plan proposes pennanent 
management facilities in the herd area. 

It is the decision of the District Manager to use temporary facilities 
until such time as the United States Supreme Court rules on the con
stitutionality of Public Law 92-195. 

Permanent facilities affect ed are: 

Upper adobe water trap 
East Virginia Peak wing trap 
Cottonwood Canyon wing trap 
13~ miles fence construction 
Marl Holding and Sorting corral 

An interdisciplinary tea..~ has assessed the environmental impacts of the 
proposed action which includes the herd management area plan and the 
horse removal in the Pyramid Planning Unit. It is the decision of the 
interdisciplinary team that the subs .titution of temporary facilities for 
permane~t facilities will not create any additional environmental impact. 
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1. Fire Prote ct ion 

Fire protection is critical. Loss of forage due to fire 
require a reduction of the herd in order to maintain the 
condition and trend of the area. 

2. Lands 

may I 
Land exchanges should be considered when lands are offered by 
either · Earl Eatteate or Helen Garboe (present land owners). 

3. Emergency F~eding 

Emergency feeding of horses has been considered when the winter 
forage situation for herds throughout the west becomes critical. 
Emergency feeding for the Flanigan Herd should not be considered 
unless the survival of the entire herd appears to be in jeopardy 
(possibly below 20 animals). 

• . Signatures , 

Prl!pared by: 
Pardee Bardwell, Wildlife Biologist, Lahontan R.A. 

Chris Erb, :.Range Conservationist, Lahontan R.A. 
\ 

Bill R. Stewart, Range Technician, Lahontan R.A. 
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Norq,ian L. Murray 
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Support 

1. Fire Protection 

Fire protection is criti~al. Loss of forage due to fire may 
require a reduction of the herd in order to maintain the 
condition and trend of the area. 

2. Lands 

Land exchanges should be considered when lands are offered by 
either· Earl 3atteate or Helen Garboe (present land owners). 

3. Emergency Ft'eding 

Emergency feeding of horses has been considered when the winter 
forage situation for herds throughout the west becomes critical. 
Emergency feeding for the Flanigan Herd should not be considered 
unless the survival of the entire herd appears to be in jeopardy 
(possibly below 20 animals). 

Signatures . 

Pr~pared by: 
Pardee Bardwell, Wildlife Biologist, Lahontan R.A. 

Chris Erb, :Range Conservationist, Lahontan R.A. 
I 

Bill R. Stewart, Range Technician, Lahontan R.A. 

Concurred by:_-.1,~-"-.;__ -:..:-._··_
1 

..:....i-_...,;;,__.)'),_~.:-~-~..;_,-~_.:'....<,__ 

No~an L. Murray Date 

Approved by: 

Area Manager, Lahontnn R.A. 
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L. Paul Applegate, DistrJtt Manager 

Carson City District 

E. I. Rowland 
State Di~ector, Nevada 
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- WILD_ HORSE USE AREAS 

GRAZING ALLOTMENTS 

1. ANTELOPE MTN. 
2. BAGLEY VALLEY 
3. BARNEY RILEY . 
4. BIG CANYON 
5. BUCKEYE (1) 
6. CARSON PLAINS (4) 
7 .. CARTER STATION 
8. CHURCHILL CANYON 
9. CLIFTON 

10. CONSTANTIA 
11. COTTONWOOD 
12. DIAMOND VALLEY 
13. DOUBLE SPRINGS 
14. DRY LAKE 
15. DUCK HILL 
16. ELDORADO 
17. FAYE CANYON 
18. FLANIGAN 
19. GALENA CREEK 
20. HACKETT CANYON 
21. HALLELUJAH JUNCTION 
22. HANGMAN 
23. HARDSCRABBLE 
24. HARVEY FLAT 
25. HASKEL PEAK 
26. HAY PRESS 
27. INDIAN CREEK 

28. INDIAN HILLS 
29. JUMBO 
30. KINGS CANYON 
31. KOCK DITCH 
32. LUTHER CREEK 
33. MILLBERRY CANYON 
34. MILL CAN'l'ON 
35. MUD LAKE 
36. MUSTANG 
37. OLINGHOUSE 
38. PAH RAH 
39. PAIUTE CANYON (2) 
40. PEAVINE MTN. (3) 
41. PEAVINE WATERSHED 
42. PINE NUT 
43. PLUMAS STATION 
44. PRISON HILL 
45. RAWE PEAK 
46. SAND CANYON 
47. SPANISH SPRINGS 
48. SPRATT CREEK 
49. SUNRISE 
50. WADE VALLEY 
51. WEDEKIND 
52. WHITE HILLS 
53. WINNEMUCCA RANCH 

(11 INCLUDES JACOBSEN & FISH SPAS . ALLOTMENTS 
121 INCLUDES HUNGRY VALLEY & SHOVEL SPAS . ALLOTMENTS 
(3) INCLUDES BLACK SPRINGS. ALLOTMENT 
141 INCLUDES GOLD HILL ALLOTMENT 

/'· . 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT ~~~ 
cARsoN cny DisTrucT oFF1CE u ·l • _ r 

1050 E. William St., Suite 335 V'\._...-SO 
Carson City, Nevada 89701 

Flanigan Herd Use Area 

General Information 

The Flanigan Herd Use Area is located entirely within the Flanigan Allotment . which 
is situated approximately 60 miles north of Reno in the Virginia Mountains.· 
The wild horses range over the entire 'Winter and summer range running from the 
north end of the Virginia Mountains to the Susanville District Boundary. The 
herd use area encompasses all of the BL~ acreage of 56,639 acres and 2,700 acres 
of private land. Fish Springs Ranch Ltd. has a cattle grazing permit for 
5,062 AUMs with use taking place from 3/1 thru 10/31: 

Census Information 

The Flanigan Herd Inventory is as follows: 

Year 

1962 
1973 
1975 
1976 
1978 
1979 
1983 
1984 

~:, 

No. of Horses 

140 
96 

130 
164 
168 
216 
275 

400-600 
36"", cr-..,t.~ 

Gather Information l..'.2% ....t.-YL.~_ 

59 Head Removed 

j~ S:~ - VGn..et-~ 

'6c../ - 4-9, l 
'&~- 345.3 
~l,- 3~~$'" 

Remarks 

Estimate 
Aerial Inventory 
Aerial Inventory 
Aerial · Inventory 
Aerial Inventory 
Estimate 

·1 ·3 G> f?' A U....,/Yl.5 

Aerial (Incomplete) 
Estimate of Total Numbers 

1976 
1978 17 Head Introduced (Forced by Closure of Palomino Valley._ Corral due . 

to Court Suit) 
1979 3 Head Introduced (Horses Tagged - Nigration Study) 

Grazing Pemit 

Increased grazing use by horses and their expanding range forced the former grazing 
permittee, Fish Springs Ranch, to remove cattle from the Flanigan Allotment and 
acquire grazing lands outside of the Carson City District. 

Management Plans 

A Wild Horse Management Plan was completed in 1976, but a law suit by A.H.P.A. 
prohibited implementation of the plan. Continued lack of funding has prevented 
any subsequent removal of horses. 
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Figure 1. Wild Horse Areas in the Pyl:'am'id Area 
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i. Fort Sage Moun~ain herd 
2~ Flanigan . herd (130) ~ 
3. Granite Peak herd ' (10) 
4. · Dogs kin herd · (9) . 

(21) / . · 

5. Mahogany .Flat he1i~. (5) . 
6. . Pah . Rah Mounta _ins ; her4 (119) 
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